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NEW FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY 

BUSH 
Designed by· 

STER 
David Steele 

$54·95 
$59.95 RETAIL 

JUST OUT FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY! 
10· blade, 14 ¥4. overall. 13Y.! oz. In
cludes Kydex sheath . 

$44.95 
$60.00 RETAIL 

New 
High-Tech 
Design 

Barry: Wood 
Folder 

NEW FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY - this Is 
the most Innovative production fol
der now on the market. and It'll be 
the hottest knife of the year! 100% 
stainless. 440C 57-59 Rockwell blade. 
positive lock. lifetime warranty. 

Al Mar 

SERE 6 . .... $166.50 
r blade, 1211· overall, como mlcorto scales. 

More Al Mar RETAIL 

13003 Sere/Attack, 
como mlcorto .. .. , . . ... . S 175.00 

13004 Sere/Attack, 
neoprene ........ . .. .. . . S 175.00 

13006 Sere 7" fixed blade . . , .. S 185.00 
16001A Fang I . ........ ,.,,,, $120.00 
160018 Fang II. .... ... ... . ... $160.00 
14003 utllHy Tanken ....... , , , S 90.00 
14004 Shugoto ...... .. .. . .... S 100.00 
11006AW Alrwelght ... .. ,,,,,, S 39.00 

OUR PRICE 

$167.60 

$167.50 
$166.60 
$108.00 
$144.00 
$ 81.00 
$ 90.00 
$ 36.00 

Gerber 

BMF 
$150.00 RETAIL 

Available with 
or without 
sawteeth 

• y,• thick blade 
• Full tang construction 
• 13 Y•" overall 
• Dupont Hypalon handle 
• Cordura jump sheath 
• Diamond sharpening 

stone 
• Jeweled compass 

More Gerber RETAIL 

Guardian , , .. , , . . ... . ........ $4250 
Guaidian Coma ...... • . •..... $49.50 
Guardian II Camo .. .. . , . , ..... $69.50 
Mark I . . , , . , , . , , .. , .......... $49.50 
Mark II , .. , , , , . , .... ... , . , ... $59.50 
Command I . . , .. , . .. . , , , , .... $49.50 

OURPlllCE 

$34.00 
$39.60 
$55.50 
$39.60 
$47.60 
$39.60 

Fantastic 1electlon of Gerber knivu and 
accusorie1 In slack! 

Cold Steel RETAIL OUR PRICE 

Urban Skinner .............. . S 52 95 $ 43. 95 
Terminator ....... . • .. • . •.... S 74.95 $ 69.95 
Recon Tania . . . , . . .. . , . . . ,.,, S 89.95 $ 69.95 
Mini Tania .. .... . . . ........ . . S 99.95 $ 79.95 
Mini Calllornla Drop Point ..... S 99.95 $ 79.95 
Mini Outdoo11man .. . ........ S 99.95 $ 79.96 
Tania ... , ....... .. .. ....... . $139.95 $109.95 
Master Tania ........... . .... $189.95 $149.96 
Imperial Tania , ... .. ....... . . $595.95 $475.95 
Outdoo11man , ...... , , .. , ... $139.95 $109.95 
Small Shinobu Tania Folder .... S 24.95 $ 19.96 

$54.95 
$69. 95 RETAIL 

The SWlssChamp® ·teatures the UL
TIMATE COLLECTION of the most
needed Implements ever assembled 
on a folding pocketknife. starting 
with all the implements on the 
Champion. plus a wood chisel. 
ballpoint pen. pliers. wire cutter, 
reamer/awl with sewing eye. mini
screwdriver in the corkscrew. a new 
fine screwdriver - 29 TOOLS IN ALL! 

A "MUST-HAVE" ITEM! 

SPYDERCO CUPIT™ 
Folding Knives 

#1003-The Hunter .... $36.00 
G-2 stainless. 2%. drop-point blade. 
serrated or non. right or left handed; 
retails at $45.00. 

RETAIL OUR PRICE 

#1001-The Worker, 2~· , . . ... $ 45.00 $ 36.00 
#1002-Th• Mariner, 3 in· .... , S 55.00 $ 44.00 
#1004-The Executive, 2 lt" .. .. S 41.00 $ 32.50 
#1005-Th•Slandaid, 2~· .. . . S 30.00 $ 24.00 
11007-The Polle• Model, 3'A" . S 66.00 $ 52.50 
Tri-Angle Sharpener , , , , , , . ... S 35.00 $ 28.00 
All models available in right or lert hand, Hrrated 

or non-Hrraled models. 

404 South 8th St.• Boise, Idaho 83702 • (208)343-7640 •ADD SHIPPING: $3 to 48-states; $7 to APO's, FPO's, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; $6 C.O.D. charge. 
Send $1 (or make a purchase) to receive our NEW 1987 KNIFE CATALOG and get on our SPECIAL SALES mailing lisL 



Follow the action and adventure ... YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED. 

Send me: D one year (12 issues) of SOF for only $24.95 - I save 30%.* 
D two years (24 issues) for $44.95 - I save 37%.* 

If I'm not satisfied with SOF, I can cancel my subscription at any time and receive a refund for the 
unused balance. 

D Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

0 MasterCard 0 VISA Exp. Date ---
Card# _____________ _ 

Signature--------------

"Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip Code 

BCSFF7 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good In U.S. only. All other countries add $7.00/yeer additlonal postage.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for your 
first copy to be malled. Offer expires 12131187. 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

WHO has the power to conduct 
foreign policy as it relates to 

stopping Soviet power projection 
in low-intensity conflicts? Who has 
the responsibility? Who has the au
thority? 

In a nuclear war, an intervention 
or a conventional war, the lines of 
power, responsibility and authority 
are clearly defined. 

But when it comes to protracted, 
low-intensity conflicts, the rules 
are not so clear. 

When President Ronald Reagan 
proposed his doctrine for dealing 
with Soviet expansionism - to not 
only stop the Evil Empire from ex
panding into new countries but 
also to roll it back through the 
support of anti
communist freedom 
fighter movements in 
Afghanistan, Nica
ragua, Angola and 
Cambodia - it was 
greeted with less than 
enthusiasm by the 
State Department and 
Democrats. 

In theory the presi
dent controls foreign 
policy through his au
thority to appoint the 
secretary of state and 
his top advisers. In fact the en
trenched careerists at State have the 
capability to prevent implementa
tion of policies they are opposed to, 
provided they are aided and abetted 
by a Congress determined to micro
manage foreign policy to support 
partisan political aims. 

Down in the basement of the 
White House, the National Secu
rity Council, all appointed by the 
president, took the Reagan Doc
trine to mean exactly what it 
seemed to and set out to promote 
and implement it. 

Therefore it was not a question of 
"if' the NSC's Lt. Col. Oliver North 
would run into a jam but "when." 
Col. North , whom I've had the 

pleasure of meeting on a couple of 
occasions, knew he was putting 
himself in harm's way but, as con
trasted with most of the self
serving bureaucrats and political 
buffoons in Washington, assumed 
the responsibility in spite of the 
risks, in order to protect and pro
ject the national interests of the 
United States. 

One of the greatest tragedies of 
this whole "Irangate" muddle is 
that it is already serving as a justi
fication for the press and wimpy 
politiciai:is to terminate aid to the 
anti-communist Nicaraguan free
dom fighters. 

Both President Reagan and Col. 
North realize that the security 

of the United States 
will be seriously 
threatened if a com
munist regime is con
solidated in Nicaragua 
and allowed to spread 
its pernicious poison 
through Central Amer
ica and into Mexico. 
Both believe that if we 
don't help the contras 
stop the communists 
we will see American 
boys dying to get the 
job done. And that 

blood will be on the hands of the 
wishy-washy politicians, as is the 
blood of the contra boys who have 
died because they lacked sufficient 
weapons and ammunition. 

Col. North's sin was that he saw a 
way to sucker money out of Ira
nians to support freedom. 

When it is all said and done, his
tory will place Col. North in the 
same category as Franklin D . 
Roosevelt, who circumvented Con
gress in sending the British 50 
destroyers prior to our entry into 
WWII to assist in the fight against 
Fascist tyranny. 

True, he exceeded his author
ity, but he did so in defense of 
freedom.~ 
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SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tac tics tor All Occasions 

Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care .. . then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only! 51/2 x 
8 '/2, hardcover, 240 pp. $14.95 

THE AR-1 5/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AR-15 / M 16 1s so revered and respected that nations 
around the globe have adopted 1t- o r many of its fea tures
for use by the ir own armies. Now comes the definitive book 
on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many mod
ern assault rifles. Invaluable to the M16 owner, this com
prehensive book has info on grenade launchers. assembly 
and disassembly, trouble-shooting. ballistics and ammo. 
combat use. mililary use and testing, and functioning. Vir
tually any accessory for the AR- 15 is listed. as are parts 
suppliers and sources for additional product info. 8 V2 x 11 . 
softcover. illus .. photos. 168 pp. $16.95 

UP YOURS! 
Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales
men , nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors. and all !hose people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yours! and 
start getting even today! 51h x 81h, 
hardcover. 220 pp. $14.95 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR 
Clothing, Bomb Blankets, Shields, 
Vehicle Protection . . . Everything 

You Need to Know 
by Duncan Long 

Though the "bullet-proof" vest is a 
mythical beast, modern ba ll istic 
armor is stronger and lighter than 
ever before since the advent of the 
Kevlar fiber. With a list of manufac
turers and dealers. this book is all 
you need to put ballistic armor to 
work for you.I 5V2 x 8'12. softcover, 
photos. illus., 96 pp. sa.oo 

TERRORISM 
Its Goals, Its Targets, Its Methods 

THE SOLUTIONS 
by Michael Connor 

What makes the terrorist ti ck? Why does he pick the targets he does? Where does he get the 
wherewithal- be it financial or technological-to carry out his mi ssion? Who are his allies? 
When is he considered a " freedom fighter? " Antiterrorist consultant Michael Connor pro
vides the answers to these questions and others. Personal protection measures you can 
take to minimize your risk of becoming a target are presented in detail. Counterterrorist 
measures a government, corporation, or individual can employ are also covered, as are the 
weapons, technological advances and other aspects of the antiterrorist arsenal. 5V2 x 8112, 
hardcover, 272 pp. $17.95 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
by lee lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
vou with this encyclopedia al advanced investigative and 
su rveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan
gerous book," this book tells how to get any in fo you want 
about whomever you want- and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting in to your priva te info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any !arget. over 100 sources !or equipmenl 
and superspy systems. lockp1ck technology, how poly· 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked. counter
measure equrpment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price ot this book! 81/7 x 11, so ftcover. 
illus .. 264 pp. $30.00 

COMBAT 
SKILLSOF 

THE 
LIN KUEI 
?:k 

~ -~;~~1• ~·-
Neritage of th~ !Yit!}n 

COMBAT SKILLS OF THE LIN KUEI 
Heri tage of the Ninja 

by Li Hsing 
Discover all but the most secret 
aspects of Lin Kuei training from the 
ancient clan that taught stealth to 
the Ninja and Sulsa. a millenium 
ago. Learn psychophysical animal 
techniques of the bear, monkey, 
leopard, crane, and dragon. Become 
invincible. Become Lin Kuei . 51h x 
8'h, softcover. 171 photos. 152 pp. 

$12.00 

ASSAL:l T PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 
by Duncan l ong 

Modern military, police and civ ilian combat weapons
both foreign and domestic- are detailed in this guide to 
assault rifles, submachine guns and the new "assault 
pistols." Practical info on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, fac tory and aftermarket accessories. 
weapon specifications. and the ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in smatl arms are in
cluded, as are troubleshoot ing procedu res. ballistic tables 
for common rounds. and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors.8Y2 x 11 , hardcover. photos. 
illus., appendices. 152 pp. $19.95 

AUTOMATICS: FAST FIREPOWER, 
TACTICAL SUPERIORITY 

by Duncan long 
Combat pistols. Hideaways. Target 
pistols. They're all covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you. lnctuded are the pluses and 
minuses of dozens of pistols, rec
ommendalions for the best ammo 
for various calibers, specifications. 
field-stnpping procedures and ac
cessories info. 8'h x 11 , softcover. 
t 68 pp .. photos. S14.95 

f.?=>··.···' 
THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S TOP 

ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 
by Leroy Th o mpson 

No one- and no country-is im
mune to terrorism anymore. And 
that's where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HRUs, The Rescuers 
covers the training, ops. weapons 
and equipment of 50+ units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit's 
anti-terrorist tactics. 5 \h x 81/2, hard
cover. photos. glossary, index, 
240 pp. $17.95 

COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 
Go beyond the dealer's shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo- ammo that can"t be found anywhere else! 
Combal Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which 
bu ll et designs do not work in combat, what bullets are besl 
suited for particular situations and weapons. and how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any cal iber of weapon 
through ca reful ammun ition selection. 81h x 11, hardcover. 
illus., photos. tables, charts. appendices. 136 pp. $19.95 

· .1 

SECRET FREEDOM FIGHTER 
Fighting Tyranny without 
Terrorizing the Innocent 

by Jefferson Mack 
Be prepared for a takeover- af1er 
all , life is not worth much if you' re not 
free. Find au ! how every citizen can 
maximize his own freedom while 
minimizing the risks in a totalitarian 
state. Always invisible, the secret 
freedom fighter must fight unlree 
governments alone. Find out how. 

'----- ---' SV2 x 8112. softcover. 168 pp. $8.95 

••• 
" ··~ · · 

NINJA 1990 
b y Sco11 French & lee lapin 

Ancient Ninja spied and fought with 
ancient weaponry. But you , the 
modern Ntn1a. have need of modern 
equipment. Electronic surveillance. 
ballistic armor. lie detector tests, 
shooting knives. transmitters. gyro-
1ets-it"s all here, righl at your finger-
tips. Any mission is conceivable with 
the assistance al fhis arsenal of 
info rmation - wh y be w ithou t 11 

._ ___ __ __. longer? 9 x 12, hardcover. 51 5 
pp. $45.00 
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GOOD 
SCORE ... 

Sirs: 
High marks for "One 

Shot, One Kill" [SOF, 
December '86], your 
article on XVIII Airborne 
Corps' Sniper School 
run at Fort Bragg. I fully 
agree with Mr. 
Coleman's assessment 
that, in peacetime, 
special operations units 
such as snipers tend to 
bite the bullet. I saw it 
happen after Vietnam, 
when the lessons we 
learned there (and I 
brought back a few 
myself, having spent 22 
months in Special 
Forces) were perused by 
higher headquarters and 
relegated to the deeply 
buried "Lessons 
Learned" file. It appears 
now, however, that at 
least some levels of the 
Army are taking special 
unit training with the 
deadly seriousness it 
deserves. 

[Name withheld 
by request) 

Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina 

Keep in mind that 
military planners have to 
prepare for every 
eventuality, be it 
conventional war in 
Europe involving 
strategic forces or 
low-intensity conflicts 
that demand special 
operations-type units -
and guess who gets the 
budget? Nevertheless, ;1 

special ops has much 
improved since the 
post-Vietnam era and 
continues to do so. 

4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

TERRY ANDERSON 

\ 
EDWARD T RACY 

CHARNEY 
LAUDS SOF ... 

Sirs: 

FLAK 

James L. Pate's articles in the July and December 
1986 issues of Soldier of Fortune expose, in the 
best tradition of investigative journalism, the utter 
absence of scientific work at the Central 
Identification Lab in Hawaii and a total lack of 
integlity on the part of the staff, from the 
commanding officer down to the technicians. [See 
"Missing in Action: Skeletons in Uncle Sam's 
Closet" and "Bones of Contention: Army 
Stonewalls on Lab Scandal.") The September 
hearing by the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Investigations exposed the 
chicanery of the Army lab, its staff and its work. 
That hearing came about through the personal 
efforts of your associate editor, Mr. Pate. Without 
him and SOF's staunch support, that dynamic 
hearing could not have occurred. Thank you for 
your confidence in me and your support in keeping 
the POW/MIA issue in the public spotlight. 

Michael Charney, Ph.D. 
Colorado State University 

Michael Charney, widely recognized in the field of 
forensic anthropology for his success with 
hard-to-identify human remains, became involved in 
the POW/MIA issue in June 1985, when Mrs. Anne 
Hart asked him to examine skeletal remains 
identified by the Anny Jab as those of her husband. 
Since then, he has traveled many thousands of 
miles to render second opinions in other MIA cases 
at no charge to the families. In January 1986, ' 
Charney agreed to serve as a scientific consultant to 
SOF in _evaluating the findings of an investigation 
into the Army lab, its staff and their work. 

COVER 
CONTRA-VERSY . .. 

Sirs: 
I was catching up on my reading 

and saw the October issue with the 
cover story on "Miami Vice." I had 
never seen one of the shows until 
the 3 October episode with guest 
star G. Gordon Liddy. I was very 
disappointed to see that the show 
was an attack on the contras and 
U.S. foreign policy. The contras 
were portrayed as priest- and 
baby-killers who mortared a nice 
peaceful village full of happy 
Sandinista peasants. There were also 
bad-guy "American troops" and all 
kinds of references to "another 
Vietnam" throughout the show. To 
add insult to injury, the show ended 
by implying that the news reports we 
get from Nicaragua are biased in 
favor of the contras and that the 
U.S. government was hushing up 
the facts. 

Is this the kind of show that 
should be on the cover of SOF? We 
need all the help we can get in 
Central America, especially in view 
of the recent congressional election. 

Hessel Kooistra, III 
Bryan, Texas 

We ran the cover story on "Miami 
Vice" because of the state-of-the-art 
weaponry employed on the show. 
We felt it would be of interest to 
many of our readers, especially 
those in law enforcement. And until 
this season, the standard "Vice" plot 
revolved around cool cops gunning 
down slimy cocaine dealers. It 
wasn't until after our October issue 
had hit the newsstands that the 
show decided to dabble in 
international affairs by airing the 
piece of disinformation that America 
watched on 3 October, and that was 
rebroadcast on 26 December. For 
our reaction to that episode, see 
Bulletin Board for December '86. 

IN DEFENSE 
OF ISRAEL. .. 

Sirs: 
I am writing this letter after 

reading Mr. Paul J . Wright's 
comments about Israel's position in 
SOF and in the general press 
[FLAK, October '86). I have some 
suggestions for future SOF articles. 

How about a story on why Israel 
can't live quietly and peacefully 
despite her wishes to do so and 
why she stands alone again~t 22 big, 
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ASAT™ BOONIE 
Ava ilable in ASAT Tan or Grey 
w ith 2W' high visibil ity brim, 
screened vents, adjustable chin 

strap. Colors: (13) Tan ASAT 
or(l4) Grey ASAT Sizes: 

(700)5, (718)M, 
(748)L, (768)XL 

. 669134 _$.UM 

~ 
Introductory 
Offer $9.95 

ASAT TAN CAMO 
COAT-TROUSER 
COMBO 

Black and brown on 
ASAT tan background 
del ivers max'ed out 
effectiveness. Any sea
son, all terrain. 

BAC6 Tan Coat $31.95 
Reg.U-h9S 

BAT6 TanTrouser $31.95 
Reg . .$4f;9S 

ASAT GREY CAMO 
COAT-TROUSER 
COMBO 
Forest bark greys, 
blacks and reds are 
perfect for late fa ll, 
early w inter hunting. 
Curious ASAT pattern 
makes you a sight 
unseen even to wariest 
game or fowl. 
BAC1' Grey Coat $31 .95 

Reg. U-h9S 
BAT11 Grey Trouser $31 .95 

Reg . .$4f;9S 

SIIE CHART 
ASAT BDU's are ayaifable in these sizes: 
Coats: (2)S, (3)M, (4 )L, (S)XL, (6)XXL. 
Trousus: (2)S. (3)M, ( 4 )L, ( S)XL, (6)XXL. 

SOF 
PRICE 
ONLY 

$49.99 
Gargoyles Solar Eye Armor Has Passed Rigorous Worldwide Army 
Field Tests With Flying Colors Now It's Your Turn! 
Gorgoyles Solar Eye Armor technology is light years ahead with a 
stylish polycarbonate WrapBack "·' Lens Frame'" that weighs 1 Y2 oz. 
yet packs 50 times greater impact strength than glass. The tough lens 
can take a 12-gauge shotgun blast at 20 yards, and repeated 
impacts of a .177 caliber pellet traveling at 290 MPH. Contoured 
WrapBack single unit lens and frame delivers 210° of clear vision vs. 
160° wi th old fashioned "flat" sunglasses. Other features: Blockage 
of 83% more w ind and glare and 100% of harmful ul traviolet rays. 
Non-fogging. Blind spot free. Non-slip elastometric nose bridge. 
Nickel si lver adjustable temples in matte black chrome fini sh. Hard 
plastic optional case bonded to a tough Cordura nylon outer shell 
with Velcrol•1 closure and 2" belt slots also available. Gargoyles are 
stealing the show w ith our Armed Forces. So set a pair on your face 
today, Mister. That's an order. 
N11666, Bronze Reg. $54.80-
N11555, Lunar Gray Reg. $54;00-
N11444, Blended Amber Reg • .$.54.GG-
BRIGADE'S SOLDIER OF FORTUNE PRICE $49.99 
N91456, Gargoyles Hard Case $9.99 

MICRO SWITCHBLADE 

~ :3Ji~!r-rr " ) ,, ~ . j.~ ' : . . . ·.· ~~ l 

- . _ ACTUAL SIZE 
1 'h" closed, theM rcro Switchblade tucks neatly rnto hat band, clothing or shoe for 
qurckaccess. ldentrcal rn de.tar! and quality to a larger model, and equallywrcked rn 
rts own peculiar wa-;. 1" blade locks rnto place at push of a button. Key ring attach
ment on the end rs perfect for hand leverageactron lanyard. [3 oz.I M41511 $14.99 

Order by phon1t 8A5 /Wli930 PM, Mondays-Fridays; 10 AM-4 PM Saturdays. Use 
VISA MasterCard, American Express, or Diner's Club credit cards. Our 110% Mrstake
proof GuaranteeSM assures you of TOlAL satrsfactron. 
FREE BRIGADE ACTION GEAR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE. 
When ordering, request Brigade Quartermasters· new ACTION GEAR Catalogue illus
trating hundreds of unique and hard-to-find MllllARY, SURVIVAL, SURPLUS, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, and ADVENTURE clothing and equipment rtems, rncludrnga wrde 
selection of cutlery, optics, camouflage, and tactical accessories. 

Bri ade 
uartermasters 

.ACTION 
ORDER FAST BY PHONE: 404/418-1134 GEAR'"?O~~d~1nt S~1d 

Kenne!K.tN, GA 30144 



grudge-bearing Arab countries? Or 
an article about Israel's contribution 
to maintaining the United States' 
interests in the Middle East? 

Come on, Mr. Wright, sit in your 
comfortable armchair and try to see 
how lucky you are that your children 
never sat in a small shelter for days 
because of heavy bombardment, 
that nobody attacked their school 
and killed their friends. Be glad that 
your children can take their toy UZ!s 
and play war games . . . safely. 

Nir Gendler 
Qiryat-Ono, Israel 

I've read with great concern the 
recent wave of letters in which a 
handful of readers showed an 
irrational hate toward the state of 
Israel and SOF's coverage of Middle 
East affairs. 

I'd like to say that the policy of 
the U.S. government relating to 
Israel has generally been a very 
proper one. The Arab states, aside 
from the ones which can be called 
"moderate," have throughout 
history shown everything but a 
friendly attitude toward the West 
(long before the state of Israel was 
formed). If the American 
government was to restrain relations 
with Israel, one of its best allies in 

that zone, just to "improve" its 
position with a bunch of pro-Soviet 
and -fundamentalist governments, the 
U.S. could end up with no ally at all. 

My family and I, including many 
who served in the U.S. armed forces 
and in the !OF, have been SOF 
readers for many years and feel it 
would be sad to see a change in 
SOF' s policy of fair coverage of 
world events just because of some 
extremist opinions. Keep up the 
good work. 

Simon Brad 
Caracas, Venezuela 

Like other public forums, FLAK 
gives our readers a chance to 
express their views - regardless of 
which side of an issue they take. 
SOF's editorial policy, on the other 
hand, has always been to present 
complete, unbiased reporting of 
international events. Opinions 
expressed in FLAK do not reflect a 
shift in editorial policy. 

YOUR 
VOTE ... 

Sirs: 
In reference to "Your Vote: Use It 

or Lose It" in the November '86 
SOF: I hate politics, but those 
"gentlemen" elected to office are 
playing with the fate of our nation. I 
do vote, but I hear of so many 
people who don't. Their logic is, 
"How could one vote possibly make 
the difference?" Well, one vote 
alone can't make the difference. J3ut 
when you add that one vote to the 
10,000 others who don't vote it 
makes a big difference! 

I've been reading SOF since 1977 
and have always regarded your 
publication as a highly trustworthy 
and unbiased source of information. 
Thank you for putting out what I 
feel to be the most reliable source of 
information on the market. 

Clint Boomgarden 
Augusta, Georgia 

According to the Committee for 
the Study of the American 
Electorate, a measly 37 percent of 
the eligible voters went to the polls 
on 4 November. What that translates 
to is that over 70 million people did 
not vote; what kind of government 
would we be looking at now if they 
had? Let's hope all those apathetic 

·Americans realize what government 
of, for, and by the people means 
before it's too late - before 1988. ~ 

Only This Genuine Gu~kha KUKRI Knife 
Now you can get Comes With The Documents 
all the heavy duty, ]h t p It' Authent• 
chopping power the a rove s tC 
famous Gurkha merce
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared· 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 12" 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edge. 
Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall-17", Weight-1 lb. , 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. 1-LG-120 ............................... All for only $19.95 
• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , n EWA RE 

YES Pl RUSH . VISA, MasterCard, D 
' ease me. Am. Exp., : 0 f f A KE 

__ Genuine KUKRI or c.oC.o.awl~lcome .:= S 
Knives x $19.95 = ___ 1 

Shipping & Ins. ($2.75) ___ TOLL-FREE : knives being sold 
($5.00 for Alaska. Hawaii & Canada) 1-800-241-3595 1 that we know of 

lOTAL ___ Ga. Residents Call (404) 922·3700 
1 

(By check or Money Order) 

Name 

Order No. 1-LG-120 

Address 

City ________ State ___ _ 
0 Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, 

Zip---- hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 

Send Your lj ATLANTA Box 839 LG 

Order To: 'J-" CUTLERY Conyers, Ga 30207: 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••a•••••••••••••••• 
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Heres What You Get 
With fach Genuine KUKRI 

CV 2 KUKA/ 
Accessory Knives 

CD Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 

Brass Fitting & Leather Frog 
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ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA 
NOW DECLARES AN END TO THE HIGH PRICES OF 

WAR GAMES-SUPPLIES 
IT IS NOW LESS EXPENSIVE TO ST ART YOUR 

COMBAT ZONE/WAR GAME/ADVENTURE GAME 
· THAN EVER BEFORE! 

CHECK OUR PRICES 
(OVER 50,000 PELLETS,AS LOW AS $4.75) 

• FAMOUS ADVENTURE 
GAME REPEATING 
PISTOL NOW $95.00 

• .62 CAL PELLETS 6¢ each 
(4000 BOX) 

• .68 CAL. PELLETS FOR 
NEL SPOT, ETC. 6¢ each 
(3000 BOX) (BULK RATE AS LOW AS 4.75¢) 

• .50 CAL. PELLETS FOR 
CROSSMAN GUN 3¢ each 
(7000 BOX) 

•AS ALWAYS, ALL ORDERS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
•ALL SHIPMENTS VIA "UPS NEXT DAY AIR". 

WE PAY THE SHIPPING AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. 

• CALL FOR BULK PRICING (OVER 50,000 PELLETS) 
• SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA 
25-1435 BONHILL ROAD, MISSISSAUGA ONTARIO L5T1V2 
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OR CALL 
416-673-3077 or 800-387-3816 

FOR INFORMATION AND BULK PRICING. 
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TAIJUTSU TACTICS 
Ninja Close-Quarter Grappling 

by Omoto Saij i 
With crashing kicks and well-placed 
punches, the Ninja devastates at 
wi ll. By sculpting his body into a 
supple, lethal weapon. he can also 
dominate in close-quarter grap
pling. These tactics of taijutsu- the 
holds, escapes, and throws- are 
categorized by the elements, with 
responses for any mood- Earth, 
Wind, Fire, and Water. 5~'2 xBV2, soft 
cover, photos. 112 pp. $10.00 

OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S LICENSE 
by O rion Agency, Inc. 

Priva te investiga tor. Priva te detective. Do these terms bring 
forth visions of daring car-chase scenes. shoot-outs and 
knock-down, drag-out lights? Watching TV shows and 
movies dealing with Pis can be entertaining, but they won't 
give you any leads on how to become a gumshoe. At last. 
here is an up-to-date, state- by-s tate guide to outl ining the 
requirements needed for becoming a private investigator 
or security guard. Find out about education and experience 
requiremenls, license duration, ID and badges, licensing 
and insurance fees. firearms restrictions, and more. 5112 x 
8V2, softcover. 64 pp. SB.OD 

11 .11..\.('00l'f.K 
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MAKING SPIES 
A Tale nt Spotter's Handbook 
by H. H.A. Cooper and l. J. 

Redlinger 
A Russian on Wall Street. Homosex
uals in the NSA. An American in the 
skies of Russia. An Israeli in Egypt, 
posing as a former Nazi. Is this for 
real? Absolutely. These are spies
people at all levels of society who 
ferret ou t secrets. Know the science 
of making spies and why you never 
wish to become like James Bond. 
5Y, x SY,, hardcover, 280 pp. $16.95 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustrations and every one of the 535 
pages of vital in fo are included.) Whether you're involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare. unconventional warlare or 
counterinsurgency ops. this manual covers what you need to 
know. Improvised weapons, intelligence. psychological ops. 
communications. logistics. survival. in filtration. Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition. raids and ambushes. 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4 x 5, softcover. 
illus .. glossary, index, 535 pp. $14.95 

GET EVEN' 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overv iew of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Malia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple 10 the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5'h x 8'h. hard
cover. 192 pp. $14.95 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
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THE MINl-14 
The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, and Everything Else Rifle 

by Duncan Long 
The Mini-14. You have everyman's rifle-but do you know everything about it? The Mini -14 
is the most versati le modern rifle-descended from the M1 Garand and M14, though with 
none of their faults-fitting the needs of ~omeowners, hunters, survivalists, law-enforce 
ment agencies, and military forces. With sixteen models of the Mini - 14 to choose from, 
the rifle owner may construct an infinite number of variations through accessory kits such 
as standard, laser and night scopes; magazines; folding and pistol-grip stocks; bullpup 
conversions; multi-caliber adaptors; flash suppressors; silencers; slings and much more. 
Here is the history of the Mini-14, descriptions of its Sturm, Ruger factory-produced 
variations, specifications, available accessories, and major suppliers. 5V2 x 8V2, softcover, 
58 photos, 120 pp. $10.00 

NIGHT 
FIGHTER'S 
HANDBOOK 

1111 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

' ' ,, 
""' "°' !!•Uot•<U•<• ~ 

NIGHT FIGHTER'S HANDBOOK 
by Major Dennis J. Popp 

Under cover of darkness. the night 
fighter stalks then str ikes at his un 
wary enemy. Familiarity with the 
night is the key to combat victory. To 
train U.S. light infantry, Popp de
scribes physical and psychological 
factors; night movement; signaling: 
navigation: target detection and en
gagement: illumination: night vision 
devices: training; and more.8112 x 11 , 
soltcover, illus .. 72 pp. $10.00 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of mi litary collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite l ighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons. communica
tions, diving, infilt ration and exfiltra
tion. survival. and more. B'h x 11. 
so ftcover. photos. illus .. 240 pp. 

~------ $14.95 

A>,.'...i-Ntfi~iVW%'.$ 5k 
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PANANANDATA KNIFEFIGHTING 
by Amanle P. Marinas, Sr. 

What would a Spanish conquistador 
on the shores of Luzon. Philippines 
in 1521 have in common with a 
mugger on the streets of New York 
Ci ty? Much, ii they both had been 
unlucky· enough to have attacked a 
pananandata warrior. The balaraw 
and balisong are two ancien t blades 
and are revealed through the Twelve 
and Five Tagas. Master the magic of 
pananandatat 5V2 x 8112, softcover, 
237 photos. 112 pp. $12.00 

THE TAO OF NINPO 
A Way of Life, A Way o f Death 

by Barry lchman 
Ninpo- the way of prevailing. The 
disciplines of the koan. the mandala. 
mudra and mantra. the study of the 
four elemental manifestations, illu
sion and strategy are as much a part 

n \\'ts)• of bite--, of the Ninja's training and rich life as 
fl \\'n)' ot Ot>a tl~ are the warrior arts of shurikenju tsu, 

H;,rr \ 1 1 1 ~ r1>.in bo ju lsu.andtaijulsu. 5'h x8V2,soft-
._ _____ .....,. cover. 157 photos. 136 pp. $14.95 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST 
OPERATIONS 

-~H 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS 

MANUAL 
Field-tested in the harsh proving 
ground of the African bush by one of 
the world's leading anti-terrorist 
forces. here is the basic reference 
and train ing guide of South African 
military units combating terrorists in 
South West Afri ca. From the routine 
to the unexpected, every aspect of 
A TOPS is covered in this compre
hensive manual. 8V2 x 11 , so ftcover, 
illus .. 248 pp. $15.00 

-WANTED-
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCI ENCE, WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A CO PY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS. P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 

MAKE 'EM PAY 
Ultimate Re venge Techniques from 

the Master Trickste r 
Want to see you r enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes. scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales
man, ut ility. restaurant, or super
market is a cinch with over 1 30 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5112 x 
8Y2, hardcover. 224 pp. $14.95 

KENDO NO KATA 
Forms of Japanese Kendo 

by Michael Finn 
Compete in the spirit of the c lassical Japanese warrior 
without the bloody resu lts by mastering kendo. With roots 
in the feudal era, kendo- the use of the sword once 
drawn-is now practiced in training sessions with a bokken, 
or wooden sword. The kata described here are brought to 
life by Michael Finn, who has 34 black belts in nine martial 
arts and studied in Japan to experience the essence of 
Japanese swordsmanshi p. The katana and its parts are 
shown, as are the footwork diagrams which accompany 
the many detai led photos. B'h x 12, softcover, 64 pp. $10.00 

THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE 
by Kam Kavanaugh 

Been snubbed or gypped by a for
mer employer or landlord. car deal
er. the courts. police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts. right? Fight back 
wi th the tactics of cold revenge. 
using such common items as 
superglue. motor oil. and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge. you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company. ai rl ines, magazine sub

'--------' scrip tions companies and more. 5V2 
x 8Y1 , softcover. 96 pp. SS.OD 

SURVIVAL/ FIGHTING KNIVES 
by Leroy Thompson 

From the combat-tested, slash-and- thrust blade to the 
no-nonsense. general-purpose su rvival knife, Survival / 
Fighting Knives shows you which type of blade best sui ts 
you r needs. Having taught hand -to- hand knife combat lo 
various special operations units, author Leroy Thompson 
tells you which knives Perlorm well when you really need 
them. Survival / Fighting Knives covers utility blades, 
hollow-handled su rvival knives (both commercia l and cus
tom). survival knives and mini- survival kits. folders.comba t 
and street-fighting knives, and krnle specifications. 8% x 
11 , soflcover. 78 photos. appendix. 104 pp. $14.DO 

THE MAKING OF A NINJA 
Ashida.Kim's Training Camp 

by Anonymous 
Enter the shadowy world of espion
age as taught since ancient times to 
the mystic warriors of the night. An 
anonymous agent takes you inside 
Kim's camp to experience the training 
of select recruits. Learn techniquesof 
ambush. escape. evasion, cover. 
concealment. as well as all the nec
essary survival skills. 51h x 8V2, sott-

._ _____ ...,. cover, photos. illus., 184 pp. S1D.DD 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

WEAPONS 
THE FIGHTING RIFLE . ... 514.95 
PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL . . . . $ 6.00 
CROSSBOW AS A MODERN WEAPON . .. .. s 9.95 
SHOTGUN IN COMBAT. .. . s 8 .00 
FIGHTING GARAND OWNER'S MANUAL. . ........ s 6.00 
SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK. $24.95 
EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK . s 9.95 
COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU 

NEED TO KNOW . $19.95 

TERRORISM 
U.S. ARMY COUNTERTERRORISM MANUAL ........ $14.95 
DISRUPTIVE TERRORISM.. S 7.95 
HOW TERRORISTS KILL . . S 8.00 
POLITICAL KIDNAPPING . . .. S 6.00 
LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS.. . . $14.95 
THE CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR . $14.95 

REVENGE 
MAD AS HELL. 
TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT . 
REVENGE BOOK . 
CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS .. 
TENANT'S REVENGE . 
I HATE YOU! . 
GET EVEN 2 . 
UP YOURS'. 

NINJUTSU 

. .. $14.95 
$14.95 

.. .. s 8.00 
.. . s 6.95 
. .. s 6.95 

$1 4.95 
$1 4.95 

.. .... $1 4.95 

$ 10.00 DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA . 
CHINA'S NINJA CONNECTION . 
BOOK OF THE NINJA 

. .. .. ... .... ... $17.95 

NINJUTSU: THE ART OF INVISIBILITY . 
NINJUTSU: BASIC SKILLS AND 

TECHNIQUES . 
NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY . 
FORBIDDEN FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 

THE NINJA. 
NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING .. 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE KOGA NINJA . 
NINJA HANDS OF DEATH . 

.... s 9.95 
. ..... .. s 4.95 

.. s 8.95 
$10.00 

$1 9.95 
. ... $12.00 

$10.00 
$10.00 

KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 
SLASH AND THRUST . 
COLD STEEL. 
BLADE MASTER. 
COMMAN DO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE 

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE 
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNI FE. 

BLOODY IRON 

. s 8.00 

. $16.95 
s 8.00 

. . $25.00 
$10.00 

NEW l.D. AND MONEY 
CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES . . . S 8.00 
GUERRILLA CAPITALISM ....... S 9.95 
METHODS OF DISGUISE. . S 9.95 
PRIVACY: HOW TO GET IT. HOW TO ENJOY IT. . .. $18.95 
DISGUISE TECHNIQUES . S 8.00 
ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE S 8.95 

FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA O R MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE 
7 days a week, 24 hours a da y 

1-800-351-1700 
Call from anywhe re in the U.S.A. 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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GUERRILLA WARFARE 
MINIMANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA .. s 5.00 
150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA .. . s 8.00 
AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH . s 6.00 
PRISONER OF WAR RESISTANCE . $12.00 
TOTAL RESISTANCE ... $ 14.95 
"WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS" s 7.00 
HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY . s 4.00 
GUERRILLA WARFARE . s 6.00 
RHODESIAN SAS. COMBAT MANUAL . $14.95 

SNIPING 
U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL . $ 14.95 
TH E GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945. . . . . . . . . . . .. . $49.95 
SNIPING-U.S. MARINE CORPS . . ... $10.00 
COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE. . ......... ... ...... $ 5.00 

SPIES & CLANDESTINE WAR 
BIG BROTHER GAME . . . . $20.00 
WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. $10.95 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE AND ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION. . .. S 9.95 
HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE. $19.95 
HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 

EAVESDROPPING AND PRIVACY INVASION . $12.95 
ADVANCED INVESTIGATIVE TEC HNIQUES FOR 

PRIVATE FINANCIAL RECORDS . . $10.00 
HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS. . . S 9.95 

COMBAT WEAPON CRAFT 
THE COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC 
SHOOTING SCHOOLS . 
PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL. 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CO MBAT 

HANDGUNNING . 

. $1 2.95 
.. ........ $14.95 

.. .. s 8 .00 

. S14.9S 

SELF-DEFENSE 
COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES . 
ESCRIMA SELF DEFENCE .. 
BLACK MEDICINE 111 
PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE 
FIGHT FOR YOU R LIFE'. 
DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW . 
FLEXIBLE WEAPONS . 
COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS. 
WEAPONS OF THE STREET. 
BELOW THE BELT. 
GET TOUGH 

$12.00 
$12.00 

..... $10.00 
s 5.00 
s 8.00 

. $14.95 
.. . s 8.00 

. s 5.00 

. s 8.00 

. $16.95 
. .... $14.95 

ACTION CAREERS 
CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TO 

BE A FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER ... $ 8.95 
PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS . $ 8.95 
FIND 'EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

WORKBOOK ... $12.00 
JOB OPPORTU NITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET .. .. . s 9.95 
DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING MANUAL. 
GUNRUNNING FOR FUN AND PROFIT . 

MARTIAL ARTS 
TONFA TACTICS . 
BASIC MONKEY BOXING. 
ART OF SHURIKEN JUTSU . 
TOMIKI AIKIDO BOOK ONE: RANDORI. 
DRAGONS TOUCH .. 
SHADOWS OF DARKNESS: SECRETS OF THE 

. $1 4.95 
$15.00 

.. . $12.00 
. ... $ 12. 00 
.. .. $1 2.00 

. .... $1 2.00 
. . $1 0.00 

NIGHT FIGHTER. . ... $ 12.00 
TANG SOO DO . . .. S 8.00 
BLACK MEDICINE I: THE DARK ART OF DEATH .... $1 0.00 
BLACK MEDICINE 11 : WEAPONS AT HAND ......... $10.00 
EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN. . ... S 8.00 
THE 100 DEADLI EST KARATE MOVES . . . .. S 8.00 
IAIDO: THE WAY OF THE SWORD . . . $1 2.00 
JODO: WAY OF THE STICK. .. .. $1 2.00 
WARRIOR SECRETS . $10.00 
COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS . . $1 4.95 
BALISONG: TH E LETHAL ART OF FILIPINO 

KNIFE FIGHTING . . . $12.00 

SURVIVAL 
CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL . . s 8.00 
LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY. . .. $21.95 
FALLOUT SURVIVAL.................... . .. . $12.00 
EATING CHEAP . . .. . S 8.00 
SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . $10.00 
SURVIVAL MEDICINE . . ....... . S 8.00 
BETTER READ THAN DEAD .... $1 4.95 
NEVER SAY DIE: THE CANADIAN AIR FORCE 

SURVIVAL MANUAL . 
SURVIVAL POACHING .. 

.. s 8.00 
.. ......... $1 6.95 

THE GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE BOOK 2 . . S1 5.95 
LIFE OR DEATH'. . .. $16.95 
U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK . .... .... S 8 .00 
LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY .. $1 6.95 
SU RVIVAL' U.S.A.F. MANUAL 64-5 . . S 8.00 
SURVIVAL SHOOTI NG . . .. $10.00 
ALIVE IN THE DESERT .. .. ........... $10.00 
SURVIVALISTS MEDICINE CHEST ................. S 5.95 
SURVIVAL RETREAT .. S 8.00 
MEAT ON THE TABLE .................... $14.95 
HENLEY'S TWENTI ETH CENTURY BOOK OF TEN 

THOUSAND FORMULAS. PROCESSES & TRADE 
SECRETS. . $17.95 

THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL. . ... $10.00 

••• •• •••••••••• •••• 
I 't 
I ·-

PALADIN PRESS 
P.O . BOX 1307-MMP 
BOULDER, CO 80306 
Ph o n e (303) 443-7250 

I Please send m e lh e follow ing lil ies : 

c:z= 
mJ 

•----------•---------•----------

Ca ll TOLL FREE for cred it card orders: 
1-800-351 -1 700 ; 24 hours a d ay, 7 days 
a week. Ca ll from anywhere in th e U.S.A. 
Send $1.00 for 50 page CATALOG of 
over 300 titles . Catalog free with order. 

• Payme nt. D C h eck or Money O rder , D VISA, D Mas terCard. 

Card No. 

I NAME 

I 
ADDRESS 

I CITY ____ ___ STATE ______ _ 

Exp. __ _ 

ZIP ___ _ 

SUBTOTAL 
Please includ e 
$3.00 postage 
and ha n dling 

TOTAL 
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SANDINISTA 
FUND 

RAISER ... 
A "Quest for Peace" 

coalition of U.S.-based 
pacifist groups has 
pledged to the 
Sandinista government 
to raise $100 million in 
private donations to buy 
medical supplies and 
clothing. The coalition is 
comprised of such 
organizations as Witness 
for Peace, the 
Committee in Solidarity 
with the People of El 
Salvador (CISPES), the 
Pledge of Resistance, 
the U.S. Peace Council 
and several Catholic 
entities such as the 
Maryknoll Missioners. 
(To learn how these 
groups came into being 
and what they really 
stand for, see "Peace 
Frauds: Ortega's Fifth 
Columnists Subvert 
Freedom," SOF, May 
'86.) But the funds will 
only help 
pro-Sandinistas. One 
coalition leader said that 
any freedom fighters 
who showed up for 
medical treatment at 
any of the rural clinics 
would be held as 
prisoners for the 
Sandinista army. 

HONOR 
ROLL .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Scott Worley, Peter 
Peterson, Airborne Pawn 
& Trading, John Norton, 
Sr., LCPAW & CPL BL 
STEM Team, E. Erfurth, 
Jr., Customers of GI 
Supply Store # 2, Randy 
Ottoboni, Paul Borowski, 
Allen L. Ockerlander, 
Melvin King, Col. Jack M. 
Sabata, Charles 
Worthington, Dave 
Drapalski, Robert 
Walaszewski, G.I. Supply, 
John M. Dayton. 

Refugee Relief 
International, Inc.: 

Mike Kampf, In 
memory of Cpl. John 
Keyrk. 

Numerous donors 
requested their name not 
be printed. 
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SOFAIDS 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS . .. 

SOF shipped three tons of non-lethal 
military equipment to the anti-communist 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters in Central 
America in 1986. All of this equipment, 
enough to outfit a small battalion, was donated 
by SOF readers. More is needed! Send your 
old uniforms, boots and web gear to: 
El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund, 5735 
Arapahoe, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Donors should indicate if they want to be 
mentioned in SOF' s "Honor Roll." Defense 
Fund posters available for $1.00 from SOF 
Exchange. 

SKORPIAN 
STUNG BY BATF . . . 

If you read the review of the Yugoslav M61Ul 
Skorpian machine pistol in the November 1986 
issue of SOF and considered buying one in the 
United States, you're out of luck. Mitchell Arms, 
Inc. , which had planned to import a semiautomatic 
version of the weapon, said the deal is off because 
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF). Apparently the BATF insisted on 
modifications that the Yugoslav manufacturer 
considered a serious compromise of the gun's 
integrity and detrimental to its reliability. So the 
import project has been abandoned for the 
foreseeable future, a Mitchell spokesman said. 

NRA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ELECTION ... 

SOF recommends the following 
individuals for the National Rifle 
Association Board of Directors: 

Jeanne E. Bray 
Ray L. Burden 
Dr. Marcia K. Carlson 
Billy B. Chapman 
Col. Edward B. Crossman 
HT. "Tom" Davison 
Col. Kenneth J. Erdman 
F. E. "Bud" Eyman 
Roderick Fitz-Randolph Sr. 
Chief David M. Howells Sr. 
Col. Warren R. Johnson 
Joseph A. Nava 
Michael K. Opsitnik 
William C. Pullum 
Harry Reeves 
James E. Reinke 
Dr. Robert J . Robel 
Lt. Kayne B. Robinson 
Col. Jack R. Rollinger 
Gilbert L. Shelton 
Dr. Robert G. Smith 
Middleton W. Tompkins 
George E. Tubb 

SUPPORT FOR 
LT. COL. NORTH ... 

Letters of support for U.S. Marine 
Corps Lt. Col. Oliver North can be 
mailed in care of Andy Messing, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9992, 
McLean, VA 22102. Contributions 
to Lt. Col. North's legal defense 
fund can be sent to the Oliver North 
Legal Assistance Fund, Dept. SOF, 
P. 0. Box 50096, Washington, DC 
20004. 

CRUTCH FOOLS 
SECRET SERVICE ... 

A former Navy SEAL who served 
three tours in Vietnam helped 
concoct a stunt that stumped the 
Secret Service detail at the White 
House. Ron Rossi of Port Charlotte, 
Florida - who's now a professional 
illusionist - designed a crutch that 
concealed a rolled-up POW/MIA 
flag. 

This plot unfurled in the Bamboo 
Connection, an underground 
newspaper devoted to the release of 
live American POWs from Southeast 
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The 11world's best pistol'' 
hasn't fired a single shot since 1975. 

"""=::7 

The Czech vz/75 has been 
rated by authorities as 

Length: 8.25 in. 
Muzzle 
velocity: c. 1110 fps. 

Barrel: 4.8 in. 
Weight unloaded: 
2 lb. 4 oz. 

0133 $14.95 

perhaps the "best service 
pistol m existence." Its firing 
lock is similar to a Walther P38. 
And its accuracy and reliability 
are superior. 

But to date, no one in 
Czechoslovakia is using it. 
And no army anywhere has adopted it either. 

WAR AS I 
KNEW IT 

In fact, there's only one way to get your hands on it. 
Get Military Small Arms Of The 20th Century FREE 

-=. - ·-- ... when you join the 
ruLUnrnSED srnrnmoN Militar Book Club. 

You'll lnd facts 
and stats on a// the 
best guns and rifles
including the Uzi 
pistol, Soviet PSM, 
SAR 80 and more! 

Yours 
FREE 
with . 
membership. 

! Soft cover 

Plus any 3 books for 98c: ~~~bership. rMm~~B~kClub®------1 
Dept. BT-002, Garden City, NY 11535 
Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 
books marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WW II 
MAPS. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I 
agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during 
the next 2 years. 

Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98C plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK 
and FREE WW II MAPS-when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However. once 
accepted. if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books. return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS are yours to 
keep 1n any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member. you'll have over 350 titles to choose from-a tremendous variety of the very best 
military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos. illustrations and maps. Many books are difficult to find 
anY\vhere else. 
How you save money. The Club offers its own complete hardbound edi tions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses) . Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' 
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition . up to 4 times a 
year. you may receive offers of special Selections. always at discounts off publishers· 
prices. If you want the featu red Selection(s). do nothing-shipment will be made 
automatically. If you prefer an Alternate-or no book at all-indicate this on the order 
form and return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you 
have less than 10 days. and you receive an unwanted Selection. you may return it at 
our expense and owe nothing. 
The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low 
Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas· 
ing your 4 books. or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 

Club editions save you up ID 30% off publishers' list prices quoted above. 
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TWO FULL COLOR 
241;2· x 19" 
WW II MAPS 

FREE 
with membership 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, I 
may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership 
wi ll be cancelled and I wil l owe nothing. No matter what I decide, I may 
keep my FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 

Note: If you already own Military Small Arms, please choose another title 
for your FREE BOOK. 
Mr. 

~:s --------"""'"'""'"'"'""'"'',----------
Address Apt. No. ___ _ 

City __________ State ___ Zip _ _ _ 

If under 18. parent must sign . _________ _ __ _ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced 

L ~.::a~w'.::~~g~~''.! _ - - - - ~~ J 
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Asia. Its roughhewn and sometimes 
ribald editorial tone rails against the 
White House's inaction on the issue. 
This has included special scorn for 
Dick Childress, the POW/MIA staffer 
on the National Security Council, 
and Anne Mills Griffith, the fractious 
head of the National League of 
Families, whose leadership has 
proved very divisive because she 
more often is defending Childress 
and the Reagan Administration than 
addressing concerns raised by family 
members. 

The Bamboo Connection said it 
would bestow the "Rambo of the 
Year Award" on the first person 
who could plant a POW/MIA flag 
within 30 feet of the White House. 
Enter the Hampton twins, Lynn and 
Lee, and their cohort, Karen 
Standerwick. The three women lined 
up for the public White House tour, 
Lee in a cast with crutches and her 
sister Lynn, a Vietnam veteran, 
assisting her. While crossing the lawn 
from the visitor's entrance to the 
White House, the trio stepped off 
the walk onto the grass. Lee pulled 
the bottom off the crutch to reveal a 
metal spike, planted the crutch in 
the ground and unfurled the flag. 
Two other flags concealed on their 
persons were also displayed. 

THIRTY PIECES 
OF SILVER ... 

Scores of U.S. citizens are on the 
Sandinista payroll, according to an 
Insight Magazine report. And the 
U.S. State Department says there is 
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very little it can do to revoke their 
passports. 

One example is Kay Stubbs. She 
grew up in Middletown, Ohio and 
then earned degrees from the 
University of Tennessee and Antioch 
Law School. She now works 
full-time as an interpreter for 
Nicaragua's President Daniel Ortega. 

Another is Paul Atha. Paul's dad 
came to Nicaragua as a U.S. Marine 
in the 1920s, married a local girl and 
settled on a farm, where Paul was 
raised. Paul Atha now works as a 
personal assistant to Interior Minister 
Tomas Borge and attends many 
high-level meetings with his boss. He 
also works for H&M Enterprises, an 
import firm owned by Borge and 
designed to circumvent the 
U.S.-sponsored economic embargo 
against Nicaragua. 

Like Atha, one of June Mulligan's 
parents is a U.S. citizen, the other 
Nicaraguan. In the aftermath of the 
Sandinista Revolution in 1979, Mrs. 
Mulligan divorced her husband, a 
U.S. Army officer who graduated 
from West Point, and joined the 
Sandinista army. Still a U.S. citizen, 
she is also a commissioned 

. lieutenant serving in the Sandinistan 
armed forces public affairs office. "I 
don't think I want any publicity," 
she told Insight. 

At least one person working for 
the Sandinistas has lost his U.S. 
passport. Roberto Vargas is a 
Nicaraguan native who lived in the 
United States for 40 years, 
eventually obtaining citizenship after 
service in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
His wife, children and grandchildren 

were all born in the United States 
and live in San Francisco. The State 
Department revoked his citizenship 
when it learned that Vargas had 
taken a job at the Nicaraguan 
Embassy in Washington as an official 
in the Sandinista Department of 
Agitation and Propaganda. 

"The way the law is written now, 
we can't really take citizenship from 
somebody unless they're dumb 
enough to cooperate," one State 
Department spokesman said. Federal 
law does not prohibit dual 
nationality, but it does call for the 
revocation of U.S. citizenship for 
anyone who swears allegiance to a 
foreign power, serves in a foreign 
army or takes a policy-making job in 
a foreign government. 

PIRACY IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA .. . 

Although it has decreased with the 
number of boat refugees fleeing 
Vietnam, piracy on the high seas in 
that area is still a problem, according 
to the State Department. But with 
funding by the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Refugees - most 
of the money contributed by the 
United States - the Royal Thai 
Navy has acquired more equipment 
and undertaken deterrence programs 
aimed at stemming the incidence of 
piracy. 

The USG went a step further, 
setting up a three-man anti-piracy 
unit in the Refugee Section of the 
U.S. Embassy in Bangkok. The unit 
works with the U.N. and U.S. 
embassies in Malaysia, Singapore 
and Indonesia in collecting relevant 
data to identify problem areas. 

Pirates seemed to be most active 
in the Gulf of Thailand. In the first 
nine months of 1986, Thai officials 
arrested more piracy suspects than 
they had in the previous three years 
combined. 

SOF SUPPORTS FREEDOM 
FIGHTER FAMILY ... 

Soldier of Fortune is assisting 
in the collection of funds for the 
children of Buzz Sawyer, one of 
the pilots flying the C-123 shot 
down by the communist 
Sandinistas on 5 October 1986. 
Sawyer was a 1968 U.S. Air 
Force Academy graduate and a 
Vietnam veteran. Contributions 
should be made out to the 
"Buzz Sawyer Memorial Trust 
Fund" and sent in care of 
Wallace Sawyer, Dept. SOF, 
703 Peach Street, Magnolia, 
Arkansas 71753. ~ 
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FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER. By 
Stephen Coonts. Naval Institute 
Press, Dept. SOF, Annapolis, 
MD. 1986. 329 pages. Hardcover. 
$15.95. 

I T'S a rare novel that can vividly 
catapult us off the deck of a surging 
carrier at night and wing us through 
gut-wrenching combat missions over 
Vietnam. It's rarer still when a novel 
can generate and maintain this high of 
an excitement level and remain au
thentic throughout. 

Flight of the Intruder goes to the 
head of the class in all areas. 

Author Coon ts puts the reader in the 
cockpit of an A-6 lntruderwith the pilot 
and bombardier as they dodge flak 
and SAMs to get to their target- often 
no more than a suspected truck park. 
Through the character of Jake Grafton 
we get a gritty inside look at the lives of 
Navy pilots under combat conditions, 
be it from behind the stick of a refueler 
or on a hot bombing run against VC 
ground troops. These guys aren't card
board stereotypes. Their black humor 
keeps them sane, their training and 
dedication to each other keep them 
flying - and sometimes dying - for a 
cause in question. 

Above all, Coonts knows what he's 
talking about. His attention to detail 
and obvious familiarity with his subject 
will satisfy the harshest critics. He's not 
just another professional author out to 
capitalize on the current popularity of 
Vietnam-era books; Coonts has some
thing to say and he says it as well as, if 
not better than, anyone who's written 
on the subject. 

Strap yourself in and stand by for a 
good read. This one's afterburners all 
the way. 

FLIGHT 
OF THE 

Stephen Coonts 
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IN REVIEW 

BITTER VICTORY. By Robert 
Shaplen. Harper & Row Pub
lishers, Inc., Dept. SOF, 10 East 
53rd Street, New York, NY 10022. 
1986. 309 pages. $16.95: 

WHEN the French returned to In
dochina in 1946, reporter Robert 
Shaplen was close behind them. Bit
ter Victory recounts a recent six
week tour of Vietnam and Cambodia, 
his first time in the region since he 
escaped the fall of Saigon in April 
1975. It is a multifaceted work, one of 
history and political analysis combined 
with personal reflections. Shaplen's 
affection for the Vietnamese people is 
evide nt in this insightful look at 
post-revolution society and its stagger
ing economic problems under com
munism. 

In a notable episode, Shaplen inter
views the Politburo's senior member, 
Le Due Tho, who was Vietnam's chief 
negotiator opposite Henry Kissinger at 
the Paris Peace Talks. The author asks 

Ho Chi Minh's successor why the gov
ernment and its society are in such a 
desperate state, why animosity toward 
the huge Soviet presence is growing 
and relations with China are strained; 
why Vietnam has ironically mired itself 
in its own "Vietnam" in neighboring 
Cambodia. 

Le Due Tho's response gets to the 
heart of Shaplen's outstanding work. 
" Kissinger used to tell me that we 
know how to wage war, but not 
peace." It is quite a bitter victory, 
Shaplen writes, especially for the Viet
namese who have fought at least one 
major war in almost every century of 
the last millennium. Unemployment is 
high, shortages are chronic and the 
people are saddled with support of the 
fourth largest army on the planet. 

Most important to students of the 
last Vietnam War is material not widely 
known in the West about Vietnam's 
internal conduct of its war against the 
United States. Of particular interest is 
Shaplen's new information on the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail's construction and op-
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THE DUTCHMAN 
WWII 
BOMBER 
JACKET 

For just $38 .00 because it's made of all 
THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic WWI I 

Bomber Jacket for the Aviator/Racer 
look. Made of Dura-Hide, a man-made 
leather that defies you to tell it from the 
real thing. This is your chance to pick up 

the hottest look today at a very reasonable price . Check 
out these features: Heavy duty Brass zippers; horizon
tal (zippered) and verti cal front pockets; zippered left 
sleeve util ity pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and 
waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish epaulettes 
on each shoulder; inside storm flap for wind resis
tance; 100% nylon lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill 
for warmth that doesn't weigh you down. This is a 
jacket taking America by Storm . . . don't miss out. 
Order yours today for just $38 .00 plus $2.50 shipping. 
Specify XS (30-32) S (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44) XL 
(46) and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 

INSTANT ELECTRICITY 
FROM ANY HEAT SOURCE 

That's right, now you can have instant electricity 
wherever you are. The revolutionary Compact Silent 
Generator from Ovonics produces a mighty 6-watts of 
electrical power from any heat source. Place this amaz
ing device on your woodstove, campfire, canned heat 
such as sterno-you name it-and Compact Silent 
Generator's THERMOELECTRIC cells convert that heat 
into usable electrical power. Amazing but true ... now 
you have enough electrical power to run a radio, televi
sion, CB , lamp, pump, even charge batteries . Weighs 
just 5-lbs. and measures 9" x 6" x 4" . Multiple 
outlets let you power up to three appliances at once. 
Liberate yourself from conventional power sources 
and NEVER BE WITHOUT ELECTRICITY AGAIN! Order 
the Compact Si lent Generator complete with carrying 
case for $139.95 postpaid . 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR ALLOWS 
HANDS FREE USE 

Entire l\ctionEar DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR built 
into these comfortable earphones . True stereo 
thanks to TWO microphones. Bui lt-in tape jack. 
Sound shut-off. H ig h-q uality earphones. Li ke pro
tective shooters earmuffs but so much more. Ideal 
for low profile situations and when hands-free 
operation is an absolute. $118.50 postpaid. 

Mono $165 WOLFS EARS Stereo $255 
Specifically designed for SWAT teams sweeping buildings. these Active Hearing Protectors come in two models - Mono and Stereo. 
Turn them " off" and you 've got superior shooters earmuffs. Turn them " on ."' and their top quality compression mikes sense and al· 
tenuate continuous OR impulse sounds that exceeds 85db 's. When sound levels are below 85db 's. WOLFS EARS act as SOUND 
AMPLIFIERS providing up to 20db gain. Comfort plus, with foam.filled ear seals , foam headpad, and adjustable, custom·lit headband. 
Battery - top of the line hearing aid type 675 (Included) - and mike are built into the earphones/muffs. Total weight just 16·oz. On 
the range or in the field - WOLFS EARS. Mono #1020, $165.00 postpaid, Stereo (binaural) for pinpointing sources of sound #1030 
$255.00 postpaid. 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 

~e~e~t;v~~'~'~!~~~nt ~~~~QQN~ 
VanSleek Farfoon combines the F 0 0 N 
parabolic dish Sound Mirror of the 
Double Farfoon with the handy size of 
the smaller Hunters Ear. The result is 
a superior directional receptor without 
the widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and transport. The 
VanSleek Farfoon uses the same type 
retrograde sound as the Double 
Farfoon. Take VanSleek into tight 
places. Enjoy the mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct 
receiver products. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the most 
sophisticated yet developed of the 

THE VanSleek rJ 
) FARFOON ;, ' ., ~ 

, · JI f _ __..l_..4.....__ ....... .-;tll/S,,.~=-:-
sound devices. Hears A Whisper 
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eration. What began as a series of 
loosely connected muddy trails which 
took six months to walk with cargo 
ended the war as a multi-lane highway 
network capable of moving large truck 
convoys from north to south in 
10 days. 

ButShaplen concludes thatthe Viet
namese people "have always been, 
and still are, possessed of far more than 
the customary quota of national anom
alies and contradictions .. .. Ambiva
lent and unpredictable, they can be 
devious, calculating, self-driven, abra
sive and exasperating one moment 
and amenable, sympathetic, generous 
and gracious the next." 

Bitter Victory may look plain on 
the dust jacket, but it's a work of major 
significance and certainly one of the 
best works out on today's Vietnam. 

PRESIDENTS' SECRET WARS: 
CIA AND PENTAGON COVERT 
OPERATIONS SINCE WORLD 
WAR II. By John Prados. William 
Morrow & Company, Dept. SOF, 
105 Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 1001 6 . 1986. 480 pages. 
Hardcover. $22. 95. 

DEPENDING on how you look at 
it, Secret Wars couldn't have come at 
a better time. The Agency's back in 
Central America - and a host of other 
global locales- and the government's 
still shaking from the not-so-covert Ira
nian arms deal. 

What influence does the intelligence 
community, and specifically the Cen
tral Intelligence Agency, exert in our 
foreign policy arena? Are they skillfully 
employed professionals strictly con
trolled by presidential mandate - or 
dogs of covert war unleashed from 
congressional oversight? 

In one of the best books written on 
the subject, John Prados reopens the 
debate. 

Secret Wars concentrates on para
military operations from which the 
United States has tried - sometimes 
successfully, sometimes not - to 
reshape the world's political map into 
its own mold. Prados, a Ph.D. and au
thor of other intelligence-related 
books, examines with a critical eye Un
cle Sam's adventures behind the Iron 
and Bamboo curtains during the post
World War II era, the successful forays 
which resulted in pro-U.S. govern
ments in Iran and Guatemala, the 
bungled Bay of Pigs operation, Viet-

nam, and the current Reagan adminis
tration endeavors ranging from Cen
tral America to Afghanistan to Angola. 

If you're an apostle of the cloak-and
dagger camp, Secret Wars probably 
won't be an easy book to digest: Pra
dos doesn' t let much mischief or mal
feasance slip by. Even so, it's well 
worth taking a critical look at past mis
takes-so we don't make them again. 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOUR
NAL OF INTELLIGENCE AND 
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE. F. 
Reese Brown, Editor-in-Chief. In
tel Publishing Group Inc., Dept. 
SOF, Box 188, Stroudsburg, PA 
18360. Published quarterly. 

AL THOUGH In Review usually fo
cuses on books of interest to SOP s read
ers, we occasionally come across 
periodicals worth noting. The lntema
tional Journal of Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence fits the bill. 

The Journal provides a forum for 
recognized experts to express their 
views on a variety of subjects within the 

THE ULTIMA~E 

The American Industries' Calico M•100 is truly the 
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be stored fully loaded without spring fatigue. The 
placement of the magazine puts the center of gravi
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improves accuracy. An added plus is the silent 
winder with a spring release clutch that ·permits rapid 
loading with no spring resistance. 

The Calico M• 100 incorporates quick adjustable 
sights, disappearing buttstock, pistol-grip storage 
compartment, flash-suppressor/muzzle brake, am
bidextrous safety and it can be field stripped and 
reassembled in a few seconds, including removing 
barrel assembly. 

American Industries Calico M•100 suggested retail 
price is $299.95 (without optional accessories 
shown.) For more information write to: 

AM-001-86 

American Industries 
Dept. M•100 GA 
8700 Brookpark Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44129-6899 

WEAPOIN! 

Flash Suppressor/Muzzle Brake Optional 
and Mi 



intelligence field. Recent articles in
clude an examination of former CIA 
agent Edwin Wilson's Libyan esca
pades, a critical view of Stansfield Tur
ner's term as director of the CIA, an 
in-depth look at interrogation, and an 
analysis of the historical underpinnings 
of the U.S. intelligence community. 
These well-written articles dispense 
with the confusing technical jargon 
found in most professional journals, a 
definite plus for the layman. 

Career intelligence officers give this 
project its aura of authenticity. The 
Journal's editorial board includes, 
among others, Dave Phillips, former 
director of Latin American operations 
for the CIA, David Kahn, the world's 
leading expert on codes and cryp
tography, and former CIA Deputy 
Director Jack Blake. 

With three issues under their belt, 
the editors have established a reputa
tion for accurate, in-depth and analyti
cal articles on intelligence. An expert's
eye view of the shadow community, 
combined with good sound editing, re
sult in the best intelligence publication 
available - at least to the public - on 
the market today. 

MUFFLED SHOTS - A YEAR ON 
THE DMZ. By William Hoskey. 
Elghund Publishing Company, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 158, Simp
sonville, MD 21150. 1986. 156 
pages. Hardcover. $9.95. 

WE wanted to say good things 
about Muffled Shots since it attempts 
to deal with a too often ignored subject 
that has a great deal of significance 
even today-defending the 151-mile 
demilitarized zone dividing North and 
South Korea. Unfortunately, we can't. 

Muffled Shots is paradoxical in 
that Roskey stresses he's writing fic
tion, yet the tone throughout is that of 
an autobiography. He seemingly 
couldn't make up his mind whether he 
wanted to write a novel or document 
some of his own experiences. As an 
autobiography this could be great stuff, 
but as fiction there's not much here to 
hold your attention. 

At times you can feel the fear of 
waiting in ambush for North Korean 
linecrossers, then absurd fiction sets in 
as the principal characters are interro
gated by sado-masochistic American 
MPs with brass knuckles and led by a 
raving South Korean colonel. The be
ginning and ending chapters read like 
sermons on everything from America 
to growing up and dying - unfortu
nately , they're sermons we've all 
heard before. 

Muffled Shots does deserve credit 
for shedding some light on the mental 
pressures the men manning the DMZ 
lived with during the mid- to late 
1960s, when the North played power 
games and the memory of the last in
vasion was still clear. Had Roskey dis
pensed with some of the blatant fiction 
and made it an "I was there" account, 
Muffled Shots could have come 
across loud and clear. ~ 
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Corvo knives are used by the Spe
cial Forces and parachutists of Chile. 
They serve both as a sidearm and a 
badge of honor for these elite units. 
Distinctive in configuration, the Corvo 
is widely distributed . and accepted in 
rural Chile, and while hand-forged 
specimens found in northern Pampas, 
Pisagua, Dolores, and Tarapaca all 
have structural similarities, differences 
exist in the details of handle design and 
decoration that are unique to each re
gion. To the Chileans, the Corvo is the 
weapon of their people. 

Our test Corvo was purchased in a 
sporting goods store in Santiago and 
measured 11 % inches in length. The 
blade itself is 73/s inches Jong, meas
ured from the hilt, but total length of 
the blade when measured around its 
curve is 9 inches. The blade is made 
from straight carbon steel rather than 
stainless, and is 5/32 inches thick. It 
weighs about the same as our Ka-Bar 
and is slightly handle-heavy. Our Cor
vo took a very good edge and held it 
well, and the workmanship is in most 
respects equal to if not superior to our 
Ka-Bar and other issue knives. 

The guard, handle, and pommel de
serve some comment, as each is quite 
well done. The guard is made of iron 
and is a full 1/4 inch thick; you won't 
bend this one. It appears to be press
fitted to the blade, as there is no space 
or gap whatsoever at the juncture of 
these components. Our Corvo's han
dle is molded plastic and oval in cross 
section, and well shaped to give a com
fortable and secure grip. Those parts of 
the handle that contact the guard and 
pommel are thoughtfully designed so 
there's no skin pinching. There is a 
form of checkering molded into the 
surface of the handle to further en
hance the grip. The pommel is % inch 
thick and designed to prevent the Cor
vo from being pulled from your hand. 
This pommel, coupled with a wrist 
thong , makes it unlikely that the 
weapon would be pulled away from 
you in a fight. Guard, handle and pom
mel are all well designed and executed, 
and each complements the other. 

An off-the-shelf Corvo comes with 
the original Chilean military instruction 
manual - in Spanish. Norman Potts, 
our purchaser in Santiago, was kind 
enough to enclose an English transla
tion. It's apparent that the Chileans are 
well aware of the peculiar advantages 
afforded by the Corvo's blade shape. 
A graphic in the manual shows how a 
blow to the top of the head with the 
curved point of the blade will penetrate 
to the brain cavity. Hooking capability 
is also stressed, and a series of blocks 
and counterblocks are outlined for the 
aspiring Corvo student. It's obvious 
that the author of the instruction 
manual was familiar with the perform-
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BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Chilean Combat 

Chilean Corvo, Issued to paratroops 
and other special units. 
Craftsmanship and quality are 
first-rate, but the hooked blade 
could cause some serious problems 
In a knife fight. 

Corvo 

ance characteristics of this weapon. 
Unfortunately, the Corvo has some 

serious shortcomings as a combat knife 
- its workmanship and quality assem
bly notwithstanding. Unusual blade 
curvature enforces a two-inch penalty 
in reach - a penalty that could have 
fatal consequences. Also, when strik
ing with the curved portion facing 
down , the Corvo ceases to be a 
slashing implement and becomes an 
instrument of penetration. The point 
can stick or hang when employed in 
this fashion . The severity of the blade 
curve also limits its effectiveness on the 
backstroke. In addition , the knife is far 
too light to have any chopping power. 
This is a fault that is borne by issue 
knives of many nations, ours included. 

Chileans regard the Corvo as a 
national symbol of sorts and think of it 
in much the same way that Americans 
think of Bowie knives. This provides 
some psychological value in the form 
of national identity for the troops who 
use it. However, as a knife this weapon 
has several serious drawbacks. The 
first and most obvious is that the Corvo 
was originally designed as an all
purpose agricultural tool. The severe 
curve of the blade, with its attendant 
double-edged grind, enables the Cor
vo to function as a small scythe, and 
the original knives were no doubt used 
for this. The hook formed by the 
biade's curvature also functions as an 
effective grappling implement, and this 
is a desirable feature on a general pur
pose blade that is intended for agri
cultural use. The obvious fact that the 
blade shape of the Corvo disallows any 
type of stabbing stroke is a strong in
dicator that the knife was not designed 
as a weapon. 

I don'tmean to imply that I'd want to 
get tagged with a Corvo, and I am not 
dismissing it as a weapon. A man 
accustomed to its use could inflict 
some very real damage on an oppo-
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ARMED 
and 
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This Latest GIRL (girls) 
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women armed with assualt 
weapons. These girls are well 
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movement, Insertion, and 
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nent. I'd rate it about equal with the 
Ka-Bar as a fighting knife, as each 
weapo n has its strengths and its 
weaknesses. 

I think the Corvo can teach two valu
able lessons. One is a repeat of an old 
theme: Agricultural tools do not make 
outstanding weapons. With the Corvo 
the Chileans have demonstrated that 
they have the ability to mass-produce 
well-made, quality cutlery, but their 
desire to produce a national symbol for 
their elite troops has given them a 
weapon that is in some ways com
promised. 

The other lesson is more subtle, but 
provides us with food for thought. We 
tend to believe that we as Americans 
are technologically smarter and clever
e r than other people. The Corvo 
should give us reason to ponder that 
stance. 

Parts such as the handle, guard and 
porn.me! of the Corvo are superior in 
material, workmanship and design to 
our issue knives. Had the Chileans 
elected to utilize another blade shape, 
they would have had a clearly superior 
knife for their troops. Still, they can 
make a very good knife, and this one 
sold at retail in Santiago for the equiva
lent of U.S. $13.85. 

When examining the leather sheath 
that comes with the Corvo, it's obvious 
- especially when compared to some 
of the high-tech "wonders" produced 
here - that technology is not always 
the answer. Applied common sense 
and ingenuity will solve a lot of prob
lems, and this is shown by the Chilean 
approach to making the sheath for the 
Corvo. 

It's not high-tech, injection-molded 
plastic that's heavy, noisy - and 
trendy. It doesn't hang halfway down 
the leg and doesn' t come with three 
yards of bootlace to tie to your leg. It's 
a simple, well-made leather sheath 
with a belt loop that causes it to ride 
high and close to the body - exactly 
where it should. It incorporates an all
but-invisible feature that solves a long
standing problem with carbon steel 
blades, leather sheaths, and body 
sweat. Sweat will eventually penetrate 
a leather sheath and sometimes cause 
a carbon steel knife to rust in its sheath. 
The Chilean solution is straightfor
ward. They have simply attached a 
thin layer of vinyl on the back of the 
sheath, which rests against the body. 
This forms an effective vapor barrier 
and keeps the blade from rusting. A 
simple yet effective solution. 

All in all the Corvo is a well-made 
knife-and-sheath package. It's not the 
world's most effective fighting knife, 
but it is an example of a piece of equip
ment that offers both value and per
formance. You can bet that a guy 
armed with one of these is no push
over. ~ 
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FOR .45 PISTOLS 

ITEM RETAIL 
#1 Compelil ion Maleh Trigger !Long Adjuslable)--15.95 
#2B Shok·Butt Bullers only (pks ol 6) lor use wilh 

S·B spring 5.95 
#30 Wilson Combal High Visibilily Combat Sighls 

w/3 Doi Syslem 32.00 

#6 Wilson Combal Extended Thumb Salely 
(Blue or Slainless) 23.50 

#7 Wilson Combat Extended Slide Release 
(Blue or Slainless) 24.50 

#9 Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer. 
4140 Sleel 21.95 

N9S Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer. 
416 Slainless 23.95 

#11 Heavy Duly Recoil Spring Kil 
(Govt/GCI or Comm.) 6.95 

#12 Wilson-Dwyer 'liroup-Gripper" Kil iGovl/GC)-- 22.95 

#12C Wilson-Dwyer 'liroup-Gripper" Kil (Comm I -- 27.95 

#34 Wilson Combal Extended Combat Ejeclor--- 19.95 

#47 Wilson Rogers .45 Maleh Magazine 7 RD -
Slainless 21.95 

#61 Wilson Combat "Deluxe- High Visibility 
Combal Sighls 35.00 

N66 Wilson Combat Beaver1ail Grip Safely 
(Blue or Stainless) 19.95 

THE ARMSON COMBAT GUNSIGHT 
USES RADIO ACTIVE TRITIUM 

NEEDS NO BATTERIES STANDARD . . ...... 152.00 

r~ ~~~~~4 .:;:~ 
GALIL . . .... 192.00 

REM 870-1100-126A ..... 192.00 

H&K 91, 93 .. . .. . .. 212.00 

~g+ ~~~t~~~~~l~~:;iHT UZI/MINI-UZI ..... 212.00 
NOT A LASER SIGHT FN-FAL ........ 224.00 

A true mil- spec combat sight from South Africa 

I 11111111111 1 I 
FORENDS FOR: 
REM 870, M38, MOSS 500, WIN 
1200, RANGER 120, S&W 3000, 

HI-STD $9.95 
[ ~~a.::e-zlZ';i, 3 1100 REMINGTON s20 

PLEASE SPECIFY 

SURE FIRE TACTICAL LIGHT 
Now with 
pressure 
switch 

REQUIRES NO 
GUNSMITHING 
MODIFICATION 

$79.95 
WITH BATTERIES 

FITS: 1911 .45 
BERETTA 92 

Extra batteries $6.95 
Now available for 

Rem 870 w/ forend 99. 95 

EXTENSION BUTT 

PLATE MINl-14 

$15 AR-15 

10/ 22 - 44 MAG 

H&K 24.95 PLEASE SPECIFY RIFLE No.l 

H & K ACCESSORIES 

FACTORY MAGAZINES 

CHOATE FOLDER 
HK 91 - $80 

HK·91 20-ro ----------- 22.00 
HK·93 2S·ro 23.00 
HK·94 30·r0 23.00 

FACTORY MACAZINE CLAMPS------- 27.00 
lHOLDS TWO MAGAZINES! 

HK·91 93 or 911 1soec1tv1 

SCOPE MOUNTS 
HK91 93 c1aw·IOCk snao·on w / 30mm rings ---253.00 

AOOITIONAL ,_,CCESSORIES 
HK 91 93. 94 Web sting, mult 1·ouroose 26.00 
HI( 91 93 S1im11ne Forearm 1soeofv1 38.00 
HK 91l w 1oe forearm 45.00 
HK 91 93 carrying nana1e 17 .oo 
Hi< 11 93 LICJ tlt blOOCI 110.00 
HK 91 93 ga Sight aoiustment toot 23.00 

NEW NON SLIP RUBBER PAD solid stock only S10 



This book 
could save 
your life. 
More than 
once. 

For the very first time the 
amazing survival techniques 
developed by the elite British 
Special Air Service (SAS) have 
been presented in one defini
tive manual. Learn how to 
survive outdoors, on land or 
sea, in any weather-from 
arctic to desert to jungle. Find 
food and shelter, learn navi
gation and first aid, map out 
survival strategies and tri
umph over disaster with this 
indispensable guide. Fully il
lustrated with over 800 de
tailed drawings in full color 
and black and white. 
Size 9" x 9 '12': $ 29 .95 c loth ; $16.9 5 
pa pe rback. now at your bookstore, 
o r use cou pon-to orde r. 
--· ·1 )\\ 'N P 11.1 HH,S l11c , __ 

CROWN PUBLISHERS, Inc., Dept. 529 
34 Engelhard Ave., Avenel , N.J. 07001 
Please send me SURVIVE SAFELY ANYWHERE. 
I enclose$_ plus$_ postage and handling. 
NY, and N.J residents. add sales tax 10-day 
money-back guarantee. 

0 Enclosed 1s my check/money order. OR charge 
my D VISA D MasterCard 
0 cloth S29.95 + $1.85 postage and handling 
0 paper $16.95 + $1.50 postage and handling 

_ _ _____ Exp. Date __ 

Signature _________ _ 

Name __________ _ 

Address __________ _ 

C1ty ______ State __ Zip __ 
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by Jack Thompson 

Quick and the Dead 

Caught in a firefight? Follow the 
battle-honored adage - destroy the 
threat while preserving your safety. 
Jack Thompson shows you how best 
to do it. 

AFRICAN sunsets are stunningly 
beautiful. As that hot orange bali dis
appears behind some low hills in the 
horizon, the patrol leader stops and is 
captured by this once-a-day drama. 
With the sun gone, he wipes the sweat 
from his eyes and continues on with his 
three men to the nearest water hole for 
a drink. 

Fifty meters from water, all hell 
breaks loose. Concentrated fire from 
its right flank forces the heavily laden 
four-man patrol to ground. 

How would you react? 
When coming under effective 

enemy fire, you, as either a soldier, 
police officer or civilian, need to apply 

. a basic concept of war: Destroy the 
enemy threat while preserving your
self. This usually means employing the 
basic technique of taking cover and 
shooting back. 

In Rhodesia, combat encounters 

AT THE SHARP END 

Jack Thompson is a professional sol
dier, instructor and security consultant 
wh9 has seen his share of service 
around the world. He frequently con
tributes to Combat Weaponcraft. 

were usually close, violent and quick, 
and you'd better have this take-cover
and-shoot concept ingrained into your 
soul or you would surely come short. 
It's the instinctive reaction of taking 
cover, followed by good, effective bat
tle shooting, that both preserves your 
life and takes that of the enemy. 

!,.et' s examine the sequence of 
events that took the four soldiers at the 
water hole from a standing, exposed 
position to one which allowed them to 
protect themselves and return effective 
fire. 

The sequence of DASH-DOWN
CRAWL-OBSERVE-SIGHTS-FIRE 
was the standard drill used by the 
Rhodesian security forces. Quick and 
easy to learn, especially by recruits, this 
simple formula has saved countless 
lives: 

DASH - After coming under effec
tive enemy fire (when their rounds are 
impacting in your immediate area ), or 
on the order "take cover" by the patrol 
commander, each patrol member 
dashes for the nearest point of cover. 
(Cover means a piece of terrain, rocky 
outcrop, thickly piled deadfall or other 
protection from effective enemy fire. 
Concealment, on the other hand, 
means just that: It will hide you, but it 
may not protect you.) Care should be 
taken not to run across the line of fire of 
your buddy on either side. 

DOWN - Go to ground before 
reaching cover. The enemy should not 
see you actually moving into your new 
position. 

Continued on page 81 
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PARATROOPER BAG 

WET SHOT UZI 

This rugged bag has been a hit with our Airborne Forces for years because 
it can be packed with personal essentials and be ready to go in a flash. 
Behind each group of 3 pockets there is a full-length pouch for books, 
files or personal identification. Completely washable . 12x9 1/ 2 x6" . Your 
choice of black Cordura © nylon or olive drab canvas with black nylon 
shoulde r strap. 
SF05-2614 Black Cordura® Nylon .... .. . . . . ... . . . ... . .. $32.95 

$32.95 

This UZI shoots a stream of wate r over 20 feet and does it with the sound of 
gunfire. Your "victim " hears the noise, but gets hit with water . Imagine 
the shock from this realistic toy. Comes complete with two "ammo" clips, 
each holding abo'-lt 200 shots of water. Black plastic and 14" long: 

SF05-2617 Olive Drab Canvas . SF06-0100 $8.99 
COMMANDO ATIACHE 

U.S. Cavalry' s exclusive design for the customer we know best- You! All 
Cordura® nylon dispatch case with heavy web straps and Fastex® buckles. 
Includes pockets for everything from calculators to ammo clips and also has 
deep zippered pouches for papers and stationery supplies. All weatherproof. 
Exterio r l.D. pocket . 15x11 x3 " Fin es t quality. Choose from 3 colors below. 
SF05-0759 Woodland Camouflage . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.49 
SF05-0760 Olive Drab . . ...... $29 .49 
SF05-0761 Black . . .... . . . ... .. $29.49 

e 
CONTRA BERET BADGE 

Official beret badge of the Democratic Forces of 
Nicaragua (CONTRAS). Only 3,1., ",but represents 
a big s trugg le for de mocracy and self
detem1ination. Enamel fill ed go ld-p lated metal. 
s~~™ - ... ~.% 

SF07-l 798 Government Model .45. . ... $44 .95 
AIR SOFT GUNS By Daisy ® SF07- 1799 Baretta . . . .. . ... . . .. . . . . ..... ..... .... $44.95 

America's most famous name in air gun technology. Daisy ® Air Soft Rifles 
introduces these truly unusual replica weapons. Each model shoots .25 ca l. 
plastic ammo at velocities lower than standard air guns . So they're great for 
indoor target shooting and plinking. " Spent" shells are ejected as part of 
the replica action. Select from four popular sty les. 

SF07- 1800 UZI Machine Gun . . . ... . ...... . .. . . $84.95 
SF07- 180I H &K MP-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64 .95 
SF07-1802 250 Pellets & Cartridges for .45 , Baretta . . ... $4.95 
SF07- I 803 250 Pellets & Cartridges for UZI . . ......... .. ... $4.95 
SF07- 1804 250 Pellets & Cartridges for H&K . $4.95 

\\FT .\ _\ J/ 
·.1 

REMEMBERED 
VIETNAM REMEMBERED POSTER 

(THREE FIGHTING MEN) © 
Giant 22 x 28" poster with bronze and black 
figures printed on bright white no-tear paper . 
New and fast becoming our most popular poster. 
F07-2250 . . . . $7 .50 

SPORTVIEW ® RANGEFINDER 
Camouflaged handheld rangefinder with 
twice the accuracy of sin1ilar devices . 
Also serves as a monocular . 5 power, 
bright. high quality porro prism optics. 
Complete with camouflage wrist case and 
a nylon strap. 
SF05-1543 ........ ... ........ ... $79.95 

RAD/AC METER PDRM 82 By Guillory 
Portable , lightweight , water resistant gamma radiation survey mete r that measures radiological dose 
rates in the air ranging from 0-1 to 300 centigrays per hour . The Gerger Muller (G.M .) tube detecting 

unit is energy and polar response corrected. The radiation is displayed on a liquid 
Crystal Display. Powered by three (C) size batteries and 

gives approxin1ately 400 hours of service. Automatic 
self-testing and fault indicating. Designed and 

tested to satisfy the British Government' s 
requirement for after-incident monitoring. A 

must for survivalists . Exclusive military 
pattern camouflage. Nuclear hardened 

with nylon wrist lanyard and neck strap. 
Lightweight-on ly 19 .6ozs. 7x5'/g 2". 

PDRM 82 is truly re li ab le! 
SF07-4026 . . .. $399.00 
SFOB-0644 "C" Batteries 

(2 Pack) . . .... $2.49 

CHARGE CARD ORDERS 
Toll Free! 800-626-6171 

K1Jntuck11 Customers Call 15021 351 · 1164 

~ 1= r: ·.7~::::' Weekdays 9 ·8 E . S. T. 
~ '---=--. k Saturdays 9 · 6 E . S . T. 

U.S. C/lV/lLRY~ 
WORLD 'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 40160 
PHONE 15021J5r - r164 

ITEM PRICE EXTENDED 
QTY . NUMBER SIZE COLOR EACH PRICE 

D {{'" A/J!)/,\'I; s I/JP A Y[ APS CAM/IJC Sll!JSC.f!PT!O#. 

• Check • Mon ey Order 

' l " .. od1• .. ~•uf ..... Mod o.dd>U-&U.4 !>0 
'l111;1110 ,... ..i~ .. rf ..... M o1I odd1U-&1S.S .!>O 

NAME ( rintl 

ADDRESS 

STATE 
Ch • . 
Card No.: 
Exp . 
Date: 

Signuture: 

ZIP 

Issuing 
Bank: 

Subtota l 
"Shipping 

& Handling 
KY Reside nts 

Add 5 % Sa1es Tax 

TOTAL 

CITY 

PHONE I 

4 95 
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N 0 group of firearms is subjected to 
greater heat and mechanical stress 
than machine guns. When firing at sus
tained rates, moving parts fly back and 
forth 500-2,000 times a minute. Bolts 
and carriers drive rearward to smash 
against the backplate or buffer and 
then race forward to crack against a 
barrel socket or chamber face. When 
barrels glow red and fall limply toward 
the ground, other parts are sure to fol
low. One can make a good guess 
about overall reliability by looking at 
which components fail under pressure 
and how often. 

The smart machine gun owner 
assembles his own spare parts kit and 
keeps it handy. What and how much 
this kit should contain varies from 
weapon to weapon, but there are 
some basic guidelines to follow. For 
discussion purposes here, these guide
lines will by necessity be broad in na
ture, generically restricted to sub
machine guns, assault rifles and light/ 
medium machine guns. Obviously 
among types such as assault rifles these 
will differ from weapon to weapon. 

One problem has been endemic to 
all types of rapid-fire weapons since 
their beginning: broken extractors. Af
ter the tiny claw at the extractor's head 
has snapped over the cartridge case's 
rim - or into the extractor groove of a 
rimless case - it must bear the full 
brunt of the force needed to remove 
the swollen case from the barrel' s 
chamber. 

Modern technology has alleviated 
this problem to some extent, but ex
tractors still break. It's a much more 
common problem, however, with old
er machine guns such as those Lewis 
Guns chambered for .30-06 car
tridges. Corrections were finally made, 
but unfortunately for the manufactur
er, the U.S. military by then had lost 
interest in this weapon. 

Some other examples: 
•Extractors on the Johnson M1941 

rifle and LMG fracture with regularity. 
They cost $30-40 each today, if you 
can find them. 
• BAR extractors, while still plentiful and 

inexpensive, are prone to breakage. 
There are also examples of the vast 

improvement in extractor designs 
which has taken place over the years. 
One is the Soviet Kalashnikov. The 
Soviets use a very large claw on the 
Kalashnikov series and I have never 
seen one fail. 

But no matter what kind of automat
ic weapon you own or how old it is, 
extractors should be at the top of your 
spare parts list. 

Another rule of thumb in stocking 
spare parts: It's usually safe to omit 
items like buttstocks, buttplates, sight 
assemblies, pistol grips, forearms, gas 
blocks and gas cylinders and receivers. 
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Spare Parts 
for Auto Shooters 

You could assemble an endless list of 
spare parts for your rattle gun - but 
concentrate on moving internal parts, 
which are usually the first to fail. 

Moving internal parts usually fail long 
before external, non-moving parts, 
with the obvious exception of an over
heated barrel. 

Modern submachine guns are rela
tively simple compared to earlier de
signs. Newer models have fewer mov
ing parts, one of their biggest advan
tages. But when putting together a 
spare parts kit, you can never have 
enough magazine parts. Magazine 
feed lips spread, the bodies get dented 
and follower springs lose their com
pression strength. Magazines for the 
Sten Gun and M3Al grease gun (also 
used in the .45 ACP MAClO) are espe
cially susceptible to malfunction. Be
sides, the more magazines you have, 
the greater your potential firepower. 

Extra magazines are a basic item, 
but there are several other useful parts 
you need to stash away. If you fire 
reloads or surplus ammo in your sub 
gun, you need a spare barrel. A squib 
load will send a bullet into the barrel, 
but not out the muzzle. Your unlocked, 
blow back SMG will cycle again and the 
next shot will bulge the barrel. I've 
seen this happen to Thompsons and 
MA Cs. 

You should check each particular 
weapon before including an extra bar-

rel in your kit, though. With an UZI, 
you just slip in the new barrel yourself. 
A Thompson, whose barrel is threaded 
to the receiver, will require a compe
tent gunsmith's attention. Without a 
press, no one but Oberndorf can 
change the barrel on a Heckler & Koch 
series weapon. 

Another part to remember is the fir
ing pin. If your submachine gun's bolt 
has a fixed firing pin milled into its face, 
look for a spare. Firing surplus 
ammunition will sometimes result in 
pierced primers. Flames and hot gases 
shooting rearward out of the primer 
will begin to etch the firing pin. The 
process is self-perpetuating, as ragged 
edges on the firing pin will start to 
pierce even more primers. While you 
can initially stone the rough spots on 
the firing pin, eventually it must be 
replaced. 

Your SMG spare parts kit should 
also include the recoil spring, trigger 
mechanism springs, sear and hammer 
(if there is one). 

In addition to extractors and maga
zines, the spares you need for an 
assault rifle will depend upon the spe
cific design. Extra firing pins (including 
their springs, if any) and bolt bodies (or 
bolt heads, in the case of the H&K 
series) can be useful. Bolt carriers very 
rarely fail, but pistons (for gas operated 
systems) can be handy. Very little is 
ever required to keep a Kalashnikov 
humming. 
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Those with one of the M16-series 
rifles should stock the following: buffer, 
recoil spring, trigger and hammer 
springs, complete bolt assembly, ex
tractor, extractor spring and plastic in
sert, firing pin, bolt cam pin, firing-pin 
and extractor retaining pins. Especially 
troublesome on the M16 are the ex
tractor springs. I have found them to be 
weak straight from the factory. Collect 
only Colt or Adventure Line maga
zines. 

Always use factory-original parts for 
all machine guns. They are made to 
military specifications. A great deal of 
my mail concerns readers who are ex
periencing problems with after-market 
bolts, firing pins, sears or even barrels. 
Stay away from these second-rate 
parts no matter what their slick adver
tisements promise. 

The parts required to keep a light or 
medium machine gun chugging along 
vary dramatically from system to sys
tem. Once again, you can never have 
enough links or metallic and cloth 
belts. That goes for Bren magazines 
too. Some wi ll insist that cloth belts will 
place less strain than disintegrating 
metallic links on a Browning 
M1917Al/A4/A6 .30-caliber machine 
gun. This is true in theory. But in prac
tice, you' ll have to fi re hundreds of 
thousands of rounds before Browning 
links will do anything more than polish 
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the feed tray. 
Other machine guns manufactured 

prior to and during World War II may 
require special attention. Now 40-80 
years old, the moving parts have been 
strained to their limits. Many have 
been assembled from the components 
of several different guns. Parts once 
hand-fitted or gauged at the factory 
were often discarded years ago. Mat
ing surfaces may no longer properly 
engage. 

A good example is the MG-42. The 
trigger's sear and the bolt carrier's bent 
often no longer meet with full-face en
gagement. All too often, the result is a 
runaway machine gun that can be 
stopped only by twisting the belt. If you 
own an MG-42, try to locate several 
different sears and bolt carriers and 
experime nt with them until you 
achieve full-face engagement. 

Spare barrels are especially impor
tant for belt-fed guns. Sustained firing 
of large numbers of rounds at close to 
maximum cyclic rates will turn barrels 
cherry red, accelerate chamber and 
bore erosion and may induce drooping 
to the point where bullets may slice out 
the side, midway down the bore. LMG 
owners should have plenty of spare 
barrels. 

Although it's comforting to have a 
spare bolt, those lucky few with Bren 
Guns need only worry about the occa-

sional replacement of a firing pin or 
extractor. If you have a Browning 
machine gun in any caliber or model, 
you might want to add a complete bolt 
assembly to your inventory even 
though you may never require any of 
its components. Vickers and Maxims 
need only spare lock assemblies and 
sometimes a fusee spring. Extractors 
and firing pins may sometimes fail on 
the FN MAG 58 GPMG. And I always 
have several of the MAG's gas regula
tor split rings on hand, as they are all 
too easily lost in the bush. 

There are a large number of M60s in 
private collections. The failure rate of 
this weapon is legendary. If you plan to 
keep one of these mediocre machine 
guns, obtain and store as many of the 
following spare parts as you can find: 
recoil springs; recoil spring guide rods; 
operating rods; complete bolt assem
blies (the bolt body usually fails after 
20,000 rounds) with extra bolt plug 
pins, cam roller assemblies and firing 
pins; trigger housing leaf springs; sears; 
sear plunger springs; trigger with 
springs; pistons; gas port plugs; cock
ing lever guide sc rews; all feed 
mechanism components; safety wire 
pliers and several spools of stainless 
steel, aircraft safety wire. 

There are other, more detailed con-

Continued on page 82 

Every other manufacturer of folding 
knives , that 's who ' 

And for good reason . 
Cold Steel shook the competition five 

years ago with the original Tanto . .. It 
became an instant classic. Now we've 
turned our attention to the lockback 
and you should see 
the results . . 

Awesome San Mai 111 n.i , forge 
laminated stainless steel blade for un
paral leled strength , sharpness and edge 
retention ; reinforced point ; Pachmayr n.L 

type non-slip grip ; reinforced pivot pin 
and lockwork ; built in finger guard , and 
above all .. . Cold Steel quality . 

Visit a better dealer today and 
discover the knife our competition would 
rather forget! 

llA• ~ ••-rrr•™ - - -- -- - - ---- - -- -.. - - - - -... -- ------ -- -~ --- --_ ,_, __ ----
2128 Knoll Dr . Un it D. Ventura. CA 93003 
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IsRAELI COMMANDO eooT 
In addition to success in battle, 

one of the things the Israeli Defense 
Force is known for is the quality of 
its equipment. From up-gunned 
Phantoms and what is arguably the 
world's best combat harness right 
down to their boots, the Israelis 
seem to get it right. But for those 
who wish to obtain genuine Israeli 
kit, the task is oftentimes lengthy 
and difficult. 

One source of Israeli-made gear is 
Brigade Quartermasters, and they 
deliver what they promise. Among 
BQM's offerings is the Israeli 
Commando Boot. It features a 
100-percent cotton canvas upper 
and a polyurethane outersole. The 
lightweight cotton upper drys quickly 
and allows the foot to breathe, and 
the polyurethane sole grips well in 
most any terrain. Another nice 
feature is the jump-style buckle top 
collar, which allows for easy trouser 
blousing and keeps out dirt and 
insects. 

Israeli Commando Boots are 
durable, comfortable, quiet and 
priced at a reasonable $34. 95. 
Available from Brigade 
Quartermasters, Dept. SOF, 1025 
Cobb International Blvd., Kennesaw, 
GA 30144. Phone: (404) 428-1248. 

CoMMANDO/FIGHTER 
The Ek Commando Knife 

Company is introducing its new Ek 
Survival/Fighter. Ek Knives have the 
reputation of being among the 
leading private-purchase military 
fighting knives in American history, 
having been battle-tested and 
combat-proven by over 100,000 
servicemen since 1941. 

Ek's Survival/Fighter features a 
solid bar of high-carbon stainless 
steel that runs from point to butt. 
The tang is a full-width , full-thickness 
extension of the blade, making it 
rugged and dependable. 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 

The blade has a reinforced point 
beveled to resist bending and 
breaking, and its wasp-waisted blade 
design increases the cutting and 
slashing power of the edge. 
Heat-treated to a Rockwell hardness 
of 57-59, the blade is shaving sharp 

and easy to re-sharpen. 
Survival/Fighter's brass crossguard 

is downswept for comfort and to 
prevent jamming the thumb, and the 
hilt provides a non-slip grip of six 
yards of resilient milspec parachute 
cord which can be removed for 
emergency lashing. An additional 
eight feet of p-cord is wrapped 
around the sheath. 

The extended butt can be used as 
a pry bar and features a wrist thong 
to prevent loss under adverse 
conditions. 

Ek's Survival/Fighter Knife retails 
for $79 (plus $2 shipping) and 
comes complete with an olive-drab 
nylon sheath which fits military web 
belts. 

Orders may be placed by writing 
or calling the Ek Commando Knife 
Company, Dept. SOF, 601 N. 
Lombardy Street, Richmond, VA 
23220. Phone: (804) 257-7272. 

DIGIT PROTECTION 
Law enforcement officers, 

especially tactical officers, have a 
definite need for some sort of hand 
protection in the field. Preventing 
rope bums, greater stability for 
shooting, warmth in cold weather 
and comfort while driving are some 

by G.B. Crouse 

of the benefits of having a good pair 
of gloves available. Accordingly, 
gloves manufactured with law 
enforcement applications have 
begun showing up in the 
marketplace. 

One manufacturer of gloves 
designed specifically for law 
enforcement officers is Glove 
Specialties West. Its offering, the 
Assault/Entry/Rappel Gloves, are 
available in half- or full-finger length, 
and are made from three-ounce 
deerskin with neoprene pads over 
the knuckles and goatskin over the 
palm. An adjustable velcro strap 
around the wrist keeps the gloves 
securely in place. The gloves are 
comfortable in hot or cold weather, 
and go a long way toward reducing 
hand fatigue . 

For those whose work demands 
the use of gloves without loss of 
manual dexterity, the 
Assault/Entry/Rappel Gloves are 
tough to beat. They sell for $38.50 
per pair and are available from 
Glove Specialties West, Dept. SOF, 
6121 Glen Alder, Los Angeles, CA 
90068. If you're on the graveyard 
shift, you can order from their 
24-hour number: (213) 469-4494. 
Tell 'em SOF sent you. ·' 

KEEP IT QUIET 
Most hearing protection devices 

sold for shooters are more than 
adequate for keeping your eardrums 
in working order after extended 
range time. With all that sound 
suppression, though, you can't hear 
normal background noises such as 
range commands - or the irate 
shooter on the next firing position 
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pleading with you to stop shooting 
at his target. 

A new device for ear protection 
that solves that problem is offered 
by Electronic Specialties Inc. ESl's 
Soundbusters do more than just 
muffle loud noises. Through the use 
of small microphones, amplifiers and 
speakers in the earphones, 
Soundbusters reduce loud noises to 
a manageable 22-60 decibels and 
amplify low-level sounds to the same 
level. They' re available in two 
models, directional and 
non-directional, with the difference 
between the two being the number 
of microphones and amplifiers. The 
directi,onal unit has microphones in 
both ears and lets a shooter 
determine where a sound is coming 
from. The sound is just as clear with 
the non-directional unit, but the 
location of specific sounds can't be 
pinpointed. The unit is powered by 
a standard 9v battery, which should 
last eight to 10 weeks even with 
everyday use - as long as you 
remember to tum it off when you're 
through. 

Prices for these lightweight and 
comfortable units are $99. 95 for the 
non-directional model and $129.95 
for the directional model. For 

additional information contact 
Electronic Specialties Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 6951 Warner Ave. , 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 
Phone: (714) 893-5395. 

SIGHTING IN 
Electronic sights have been 

around for some time now, and new 
developments and changes are few 
and far between. A couple of areas 
where electronic sights have room 
for improvement are size and 
weight. 

Aimpoint, the world's largest 

manufacturer of electronic sights, has 
introduced two new sights: the 
Series 2000, long and short. The 
2000 Long is 71/4-inches long, yet 
weighs in at just over 6 ounces. The 
smaller version, the 2000 Short, is 
ideal for pistols, with a weight of 
only 5.35 ounces. Both sights mount 
with standard 1-inch rings and come 
complete with filters, lens covers, 
batteries and two battery caps. 

For more information contact 
Aimpoint, Dept. SOF, 203 Elden St., 

Suite 302, Herndon, VA 22070. 
Phone: (800) 336-0185. ~ 

G REEN ......_ __ M_Fin}s_t~_L!_& ~-efi_PriY_sAva-~1-li?_MilJ_ry~-H~n_t§ A-~-rI_2_s~-ie~--
Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 
Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

PULLOVER 
(PARKA) 

N2-B EXTREME 
COLD WEATHER 
FLIGHT JACKET BOU 

Pants foature: Double 
fabric seat and 
knees: 6 pockets 
(2 slash front 
pockets. 2 rear 
pockets with 
button flaps. 2 
large bellows 
pockets on 
thighs): adjus
table waist tab: 
button fly: draw
string cuffs. 

Shirts feature : 
Double fabric elbows: 
4 pockets (bellows style) 

Woodland 
Camouflage 
Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/ 50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt 527.95 ea. 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 
100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt 527.95 ea. 

Grey Camo 

~~;t~ ~i~~i'rt A strong. light-weight. wind resis-

$29.95 ea. ~~~\1aiY~ ~~~~a~~ee r:~~i~s~(;) 

Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage 
100% Cotton Rip 
Stop Pants 

Day Desert 50/ 50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
Camouflage Camouflage. Olive Drab (OD) 

,....,,..._++<ll.l 50150 NyCo. Green. Navy, Off-White. Tan. 

Designed for extreme cold 
weather conditions, th is jacket is 
interlined with quilted polyester 
batting. Hood is lined and 
trimmed with Mouton synthetic 
fur and unzips to l ie flat against 
shoulders when not in use. Outer 
and inner storm flaps: knit waist 
band and cuffs: 2 front welt 
pockets and combination cigar
ette/pencil pocket with zipper on 
sleeve. Available in USAF Sage 
Green only. Sizes: S. M. L, XL. 

or Shi rt S29. 95 ea . 

S.W.A.T. Black 
Available in ( 1) 100% 
Cotton Rip Stop or (2) 
50150 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Authentic Trebark® 
Camouflage 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Khaki 
100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt 529.95 ea 

~zes: XS.S.M.L.XL 
(regular and long lengths) 
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Pants or Shirt Black. Grey, Lt.Blue. Maroon and 
$27.95 ea. Cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford 

in Navy, Royal Blue, Scarlet, 
Maroon. Silver Gray and Kelly 
Green. Sizes: S(36-38), M(40-42). 

~L~~-i~lofnd ONLY s2995 ONLY s7995 

Tell us your chest. height and waist measurements when ordering. 
State size. color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus S3.50 per item (Double for Canada) for shipping and 
handling to : (TN residents add 7% sales tax). 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
P.O. Box 20008 DEPT. 3SF • Knoxville, Tennessee 37940 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or You r Money Back 

MA-1 REVERSIBLE 
FLIGHT JACKET 

This intermediate weight . water 
repellant treated . nylon jacket is 
manufactured to USAF design for 
use in cold weather climates 
(20" F). Features front closure 
storm flap: knit collar. waistband 
and cuffs: 4 welt type slash 
pockets with snap fasteners (2 
outside, 2 inside): and combina
tion cigarette/ pencil ppcket with 
zipper on sleeve. All jackets re
verse to high visibility orange and 
are fully interlined for warmth . 
USAF Sage Green. B lack 
and (Camouflage-HXJ% Cotton 
Shell). Also. available in L2-B 
version. Same as MA-1 except 
lightweight for use in cool weath 
er (50F) and with epaulets 
Sage Green and Navy only. 
Sizes: S. M, L, XL. 

ONLY 539. 95 
ea 

M-65 BUTON-IN HOOD 
50/50 NyCo shell with wool tining and 
trimmed wilh mouton synlhetic fur. Velcro 
closures allow face to be completely 
shielded. Olive green only. 

ONLY 51495ea. 

GENUINE GOV'T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is 
manufactured under stric t quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States. 
Excellent for hunting. work or 

leisure. ONLYs42ss 

AVAILAB L E IN C U RRENT 
GOV'T COLORS: 
Woodland Camouflage • Olive 
D rab OR Tiger Stripe Camou
flage • Swat Black • Police Navy 
• Desert Camouflage • Maroon 
• Oyster • Grey • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. Sizes: XS. S, M. 
L, XL. For pro per fit. specify 
chest measurement. Genuine 
G.I. M-65 cold weather button-in 
liner 516.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS' jackets in 
Woodland Cam ou flage only. 
Sizes 4-6. 8-10. 12-14. 18-18. 

ONLY 53895 
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SPENDING two tours as an 
embarked Marine with the Navy's Sixth 
Fleet provided me the opportunity to 
witness occasional bouts of deranged be
havior. Such lunacy was usually the re
sult of the Corps' finest falling prey to 
locally distilled beverages when we 
made port. There were times, though, 
when higher headquarters generated its 
own unique brand of "situation normal: 
all fucked up." One such officially sanc
tioned event took place while I was on 
board the USS Guadalcanal in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

I was assigned to an honor guard 
which was tasKed with firing the rifle 
salute for a Marine who was to be 
buried at sea. Since the upper echelon 
did not see fit to trouble me with the 
details of how the Marine had met his 
fate , I can only guess at what had hap
pened before his ashes came into our 
possession. 

Apparently he had died while serv
ing with the Sixth Fleet during a previ
ous deployment. His remains had 
been dutifully returned to the United 
States, where it was discovered that his 
last request had been to be buried at 
sea. Almost always eager to grant a 
serviceman's last request, the Navy 
promptly shipped the remains back to 
the Mediterranean. However, shipping 
coffins back and forth across the Atlan
tic can get to be expensive, so no doubt 
in the interest of fiscal responsibility, 
the Department of Defense decided to 
save a few bucks on freight by having 
the body cremated. 

Services for Private John Doe took 
place on a particularly hot and humid 
day in July, a hundred or so miles off 
the coast of Egypt. The whole affair 
was rather hastily organized. At the last 
minute my platoon was given the task 
of providing troops for the rifle salute. 
Shit doesn 't really flow downhill in the 
Corps - it sort of falls off a cliff. I 
happened to be standing under the cliff 
that morning and soon found myself in 
dress uniform practicing present arms. 

Our platoon sergeant, not known for 
his mathematical aptitude, counted 
out eight Marines for the detail. Now, I 
don' t know whether a lowly Marine 
Corps private even rated a 21-gun sa
lute during his final send-off, much less 
24, but I guess the platoon sergeant felt 
that three volleys of eight would be 
much more, say, noisy than the tradi
tional three volleys of seven shots. 
However, not wishing to interfere with 
command decisions, and assuming 
someone would catch the mistake, I 
kept my mouth shut. Lance Corporals 
are not encouraged to offer advice to 
their superiors, so I didn' t. 

Our slightly unorthodox 24-gun sa
lute was really the first indication of 
what was to come, but the full magni
tude of the goatfuck unfolding around 
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I WAS THERE 

Marine Corps burial at sea Is a 
serious and poignant occasion -
unless Murphy's Law becomes part 
of the service. 

me wasn't clear until a little later. We 
enlisted ranks had made our contribu
tion to seeing that things were messed 
up, but to really screw up in the first 
degree was going to require the partici
pation of an officer. It was then I 
learned that the Weapons Company 
commander would be the presiding of
ficer. Captain Rat (not his real name, 
but close) was generally considered by 
officers and enlisted men alike to be no 
smarter than a barrel of hair. He quick
ly took charge and it was all downhill 
from there. 

After some frenzied rehearsal below 
decks, the honor guard, myself in
cluded, reported to the flight deck. On 
the surface, things generally looked 
pretty good. There were chairs for the 
brass, a podium sort of thing for the 
chaplain, and the rest of the deck was 
roped off for the spectators. The crew 
and embarked troops had turned out 
in force on the premise that anything 
that broke up the monotony of day-to
day life at sea was a good thing. We 
would have sold tickets had we known 
what a circus the whole affair would 
shortly become. 

The humidity was fairly intense, the 
heat overwhelming. Our only relief 
came from a slight breeze blowing over 
the stern. It wasn' t long before every
body was covered with sweat. My 
main concern at this point was not 
dropping my rifle. Between the LSA 
and the sweat on my hand, it was a real 
possibility . Dropping one's rifle is 
frowned upon in the Corps, and doing 
it while conducting funeral services for 
the dear departed is considered espe-

by S.D. Buder 

Ashes Aweigh 

dally bad form. 
We stood at attention during the 

chaplain's well-intentioned but long
winded eulogy. It wasn't often that a 
chaplain got the chance to send some
one off to meet up with Davy Jones, so 
he made the best of it. I was getting 
pretty uncomfortable and I wasn't the 
only one. The battalion commander 
kept glancing at his watch, and the 
Marine to my right, Cool Breeze Ortiz, 
looked to be near heat stroke and kept 
mumbling something about Schlitz 
Malt Liquor. Finally we fired our 24 -
count 'em~ 24-gun salute. It didn't 
take the battalion staff more than a 
by-the-book blink to realize what had 
happened, and I was beginning to get 
embarrassed about my involvement in 
the whole affair. But the best - or 
worst - of it was just getting 
underway. 

It was time for the actual burial and 
Captain Rat, who had only to chuck 
the urn into the wake of the ship to 
send Private Doe onward to eternity, 
decided he knew a better way to get 
the job done. Removing the lid from 
the urn, he solemnly walked the few 
feet to the stem, ceremoniously held 
the urn over the edge and gently shook 
it. I guess the idea was that the ashes 
would fall out into the breeze and drift 
toward the sea. It didn't happen. The 
humidity had gotten to the ashes be
fore our captain did. When he turned 
the urn over, nothing came out. With a 
nervous glance toward the chaplain, 
he looked into the urn. It seems the 
ashes were stuck to the sides and bot
tom. The skipper then leaned back 
over the edge and - with a little more 
authority - shook the urn. Still no 
earthly remains. Quick thinker that he 

Continued on page 82 
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ONE-HANDED OPERATION CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

GET THE EDGE! 
Model #120 

-----

Model #860 ---------
Model #119 

Model #111 

Model #727 

MODEL #120 $49.95 
Handmade in Italy 
Side Opening 8~" 
Brass Lined, Pearl Handle 
Blue, Green, Red, Wh ite, Black 

MODEL #817 $39.95 
Gleam ing Brass & Hardwood 
Brushed Stainless Blade, Brass Lined 
Side Opening Lever Hun ter 8" 

MODEL #860 $23.95 

~iB~ 1~:~~~~1~:~?H~~~1e 
Front Opening 8 1/2" 
Black or Red 

MODEL #800 $39.95 
Army Ranger Olive Orab 
Heavy Duty Front Opening 
All Steel U.S. Design B'h" 

MODEL #119 $39.95 
Genuine Stag w/Shot-Shell Puller 
Italian Made 7'h'' 
Lever Side Opening 

• 

Send for free catalog!! 
models in full color. 

MODEL #840 $14.95 
Front Opening 81/2" 
Large Faceted Grip 
Black. Red, Blue 

MODEL #111 $23.95 
Sleek Side Opening 
Lever Acti on B" 
Black o r Red 

MODEL #727 $32.95 
Italian Handmade 
All Metal Design B'h'" 
Sleek Gray Front Open ing 

MODEL #123 $39.95 
Handmade in Italy 
Truly Collectible 8 1/2" 
Pearl Handle Fron t Open ing 
Blue, Green, Red , White, Black 

Hundreds of unique 

•Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in 
certain areas the completion of these kits may violate certain 
laws. Please check your area before ordering or assembling, 
as compliance with any such law is the purchaser's 
responsibility. 

Model #817 

Model #600 

Model #840 

All Genui~e, 
Automatic, 
d completely 

An Finished .. 
Sold in Lega 

I* Kit forrn 

Model #123 

..::.. THE EDGE COMPANY 
~ POBOX826 
...._..,. BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 

TO ORDER 
CALL TOLL FREE 1·800·445·1021 
or send to: 
~-----------------------------------------------~ 
1 The Edge Co., P.O. Box 826, SOF3, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
: Before Ordering Call For Availability 800 445 -t 021 
: Dealer Pnces On Request Z • • • I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Please Ship The Following Items: 
Model # Qty.__ Model# Qly. _ _ 
Model # Qty.__ Model# Qty. __ 
Model # Qty.__ Model # Qty. __ 
A"dd $1 .50 Per " i t Shipping and Handling - Allow 10 Days Shipping 
O Check or Money Order E·nc losed Total$ _____ _ 
O Visa/MasterCard# Exp. Date _____ _ 
0 C.O.D. _ _ _ _ _ _ _____________ _ 

l Name - ---------- ----------
1 Address 
: City-_________ State. _____ Zip. ____ _ 

: I cert i fy that t. am over 21 years of age . 
1 Signature Date. ____ _ 

: Not available where prohibited by law. Inquire abou t special mili tary and 
1 po lice waivers and discounts. r 

L-----------------------------------------------J 



ARMSeN 
DAY /NIGHT GUNSIGHTS 

& 
CUSTOM MOUNTS 

" By all criteria of evaluation I have found it to be the 
very best of its type." Peter Kokalis, Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. " .. . I can hit faster in any light 
with this sight than with any I have ever used." Sgt. 
Gary Paul Jbhnston, Combat Handguns Magazine. 

A. FN 
B. HK 
C. MINI-UZI 

D. UZI 
E. STANDARD 
F. M-79 

G. MINl-1 4 
H. MINl-1 4 

HANDGUN 

J . AR-15 

K. SHOTGUN 

L. GALIL 

M. 22 DI N 
N. 22 DI O 
0. STANDARD 
P. STANDARD 

With dust cover, fixed stock models 
Socket head cap screw claw mount 
Claw mounts to bol t cover, 
still removable 
Claw type. Does not fit UZI pis tol 
Armali te se t available from others 
Grenade Launcher-mount & 
ranging system 
Ruger model 180-gunsmithing 
Except model 180, AC556181, 191 
series & later 
Fits Bushnell Phantom mount only, 
not included 
Fastens to Col t AR-15/M-16 
with one nut 
Beretta, Browning, Mossberg, 
Remington-Specify model 
.223 & .308 semi-auto & select 
fire rifles 
Day /Night with :Ye" .22 dovetail mount 
Day Only with 3/a" .22 dovetail. mount 
Fits 1" ring mounts, rings not included 
On .45 grip mount available from others 

$224.00 
21 2.00 

212.00 
212.00 

293.00 
192.00 

179.90 

192.00 

179.90 

192.00 

192.00 
113.90 

82.95 
151 .90 

SCOPE MOUNTS With iron sight seethrough. 
Weaver type base, rings not included. 
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Trijicon 
SELF LUMINOUS 

IRON SIGHT INSERTS 
makes any handgun five times 

more accurate when shooting at night. 
" ... It is without a doubt the most effective combat 
pistol sighting system we have ever seen at any price ... " 
" In total darkness you can pick up a properly aligned 
sight picture in under half a second. You can bet your 
life on them! " Staff Report, Gung Ho Magazine. 

~ 
9. 

1. BOW PIN Pin $25.95 
2. M-16 A2 Front Post 25.95 
3. M-16 A1 Front Post 19.95 
4. HK 91 Front Blade 28.95 
5. 

S&W I KLN Mod•I• ::\ 
Rear Blade 84.95 

6. S&W 15,17. 18, 19, Rear Blade- Bar System 33.95 
7. S&W 25. 27. 28, 29, Millet Rear Blade- Bar System 44.95 
8. S&W 48. 57, 66, 67, Front Partridge Blade 46.95 
9. S& W 586, 629. 686 Front Ramp Blade 46.95 

10. COLT GOVT Rear Blade 76.95 
COLT GOVT "Front Insert 22.95 
COLT GOVT Millet Front Blade 45.95 

11 . AMT Rear Btade 76.95 
AMT "Front Insert 24.95 

12. S&W FI X AUTO Rear Blade-models 439. 
459. 639. 669 81.95 

S&W FIX AUTO "Front Insert 22.95 
13. WALTHER P-5 Rear Blade 79.95 

WALTHER P-5 "Front Insert 22.95 
14. STEYR GB Rear Blade 79.95 

STEYR GB "Front Insert 27.95 
15. S&W 659 Rear Blade 81.95 

S&W 659 "Front Insert 22.95 
16. SIG Rear Blade 79.95 

SIG "Front Insert 27.95 
17. BERETTA Rear Blade 76.95 

BER ETTA "Front Insert 22.95 
18. BROWNING Rear Blade 79.95 

BROWNING "Front Insert 24.95 
19. HK P7 Rear Blade 99.95 
20. HK P7 Fron! Blade 53.95 

~;~!~.~~~Cd~Xgs~~~~~r.~~~i1~~~~~01~:~:::';c~1u 0~1~a~ ~~~9~·do1 \ 
21. "FRONT INSERT 27.95 
22. "FRONT INSERT 22.95 
23. ' FRONT INSERT 23.95 
24. COLT GOLD CUP Complete Rear Sight 189.90 

COLT GOLD CUP "Fron! Insert 22.95 
COLT GOLD CUP Millet Front Blade 45.95 

25. RUGER REOHAWK Complete Rear Sight 189.90 
RUGER REDHAWK "Front Insert 22.95 
RUGER REDHAWK Front Blade 43.95 
RUGER REDHAWK Rear Blade- Bar System 27,95 
RUGER Securily Front Blade 33.95 

For mstallat1on by NRC Licensed Dea lers Only. Contact Armson 
for a dealer near you. Other models also available. 

Trijicon 
SELF LUMINOUS 

DAY /NIGHT RIFLESCOPES 
" ... we found this scope to be just superb and predict 
an excellent future for it, especially when the hunters 
find out about the tremendous advantage it offers in 
expanding hunting time into pre-dawn or post-sundown 
conditions, when the big ones are out." Staff Report, 
Gung Ho Magazine. 
These are the ONLY tritium powered ri flescopes 
licensed for over the counter sale. 

OUR BEST SELLING VARIABLES 
1 . 3x-9x56-·-------·---------·---·--... ·--· ... ---. $464.00 
2. 2x-7x40 .. ·----·----·---------····--···--· ..................... 364. 00 
3. 1.5x-5x32 .................................................... 264 .00 

OUR BEST BUY-FIXED POWERS 
4. 6x56 ·---·--······--·· ·--········---·---...... ----·---------·$249. 00 
5. 4x40---·····-······--·-· ..................................... 199.00 
Our rubber eye piece fits all models-$7.50 

Wrile or call for free color brochure or 
send order to : 
ARMSON INC., Dept. SF037, P.O. Box 2130 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48018 
Prices are subject to change without notice. In order to avoid 
shipping charges, send a cashiers check or money order. 

~

"" 

- - - - - - -1~-~---------1 

n"'°"" :-..<! ·~""""°"' '""' So<i"• ,.,...,, ,. 
iG< .. COl'l'<PIO!O<'OWopl""'ol(;ur>I ' 

""' ·~ 

' COO~ """"'YO<Ge< C~5 CNc>. ~ 

UPS uPS SetOO<!Ooyl<• " "''Oi'I' """"' ••E ·-·~ 1_ ....... _~1---1 

313-553-4960 
Dealers Wanted Wrlle lor Information 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 

#1001 

Y;f 
/' 

SOLDIER OF 

FORTUNE 

#1006 

#1004 

~~~; 
-

' 
' 

1 

Official 
SOLDIER 

OF 
FORTUNE 
T-SHIRTS 

S, M, L, XL 

#1007 - Participant Southeast Asia Wargames - 2nd place. 
Black. $8. 95. 

#1001 - Soldier of Fortune (logo). White or navy. $8.95 
#1013 - C.A.T.T. - Central America Training Team. Navy. 

$8.95 
#1014 - SOF Helicopter. Olive Green S,M,L,XL $9.95 
# 1006 - Marines - Let me win your hearts and minds or I'll 

bum your damn huts down. Gold. $8. 95 
#1005 - Special Forces - Living by chance, Loving by 

choice, Killing by profession. Black. $8. 95 
#1008 - Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian meet Allah. Backed 

with "Hey, we just stepped in some Shiite." Tan. 
$8.95. 

#1002 - Peace Through Superior Firepower. White. $7.95 
#1011 - Grenada: When you care enough to send the very 

best. White. $8. 95 
#1012 - Communism Is CONTRA-Banned. Red. $8.95 
#1004- Death Rides a Pale Horse. White. $7.95 
#1009 - SOF/HK (features the MPS SMG). Black. $9.95 
#1010 - SOF Sport Shirt. 50/50 cotton/poly blend. With rib-knit 

collar and sleeve cuffs. Navy, white or red. $14 .95 
#1015 - SOF 10th Anniversary Long-sleeve T-shirt. Backed 

w/SOF World Tour. 100% cotton. Navy. $14.95 
#1017 - SOF Shorts. Rugby style with two side pockets and 

elasticized waist. Navy. S , M, L, XL. $8. 95 
#1016 - SOF Sweat Pants. 50/50 cotton/poly blend. Navy. S, 

M, L, XL $13.95 

,---------------~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE. Dept. 3187, P.O. Box 687 Boulder, Colorado 80306 

ITEM # DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE 

I D 1: 
VISA 0 MASlEICARD POSlage & Handllng 

# 3.6% Sales Tax (CO res.) 

TOT AL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

I NAM~--------------------
1 ADDRESS----------- --------

1 
Clli' STATE__ ZIP __ _ 

We accept telephone order-9 on MHterCud & VISA - call ua: a t (303) 449·3750. Sony. no 

I collect calls accept·edt PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - I 
INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas 

L ::s~3~L~E~0~6~KSFOA~I~.- ____ _j 
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Keea extra cash in x_our aocket! 

Subscribe to SOF, . 
get every issue 

& save money . too! 
That's the SOF deal. Subscribe for 
1 year, pay $24.95 and keep over 
$11 extra cash where it belongs ... 
in your pocket. Pocket $27 when 
you subscribe for 2 years at $44.95. 

When you subscribe to SOF you 
save money . . . you guarantee that 
each issue of SOF will be delivered 
to your door like clockwork ... you 
make sure you never miss a single, 
exciting issue of SOF ... you're 
protected by our Money-Back 
Guarantee . . . and, most important 
of all, you'll be a permanent part of 
SOF's grand tradition! 

Rely on SOF to continue its 10-year-strong commitment to principles you believe 
in. We'll continue to put our weight behind our veterans, our police forces and a 
strong national defense. We'll continue to press for resolution of the POW and MIA 
issues. We're expanding our "hot spot" coverage, we're intensifying our watch on 
other media, we're reviewing more books and films that interest our readers and 
we're pushing hard to test every new weapon that we can lay our hands on, 
regardless of who makes them and what we've got to do to get them. 

IF YOU THINK THE LAST 10 YEARS WERE SOMETHING, 
WE GUARANTEE YOU AIN'T SEEN NOTHING YET! 

USE THE CARD AND ACT TODAY. 



After applying tear gas, one member of a 
San Francisco SWAT team scans a room 
with a mirror while another team member 
covers him. Photo: Capt. Charles Beene 
Collection 

SOI~ POLICE 

Walking the Beat 
with the First in Special Tactics 

by Richard Bocklet 
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TWILIGHT descended on the two-story 
frame houses of Manchester Street, lo

cated in one of San Francisco's hilly old 
neighborhoods , as the first patrol officers on 
that beat arri ved . Nervous residents had 
called the police after a small , swarthy 
emigre with a history of mental illness shot 
his dog. Highly agi tated , the man was holed 
up in his house , taking pot shots into the 
street. 

Officers climbed the outside stairs and 
knocked on the door. The suspect an
swered , spoke briefl y and then pulled a .357 
magnum pistol and opened fire. The un
harmed patrolmen returned fire , wounding 
the suspect, who retreated back into the 
house. A request immediately went out to 
the San Francisco Police Department ' s Tac
tical Division fo r a SWAT team. 

After securing the area and evacuat ing 
nearby residents , SW AT team members be
gan assessing the situation and evaluati ng 
their own risks. Neighbors who knew him 
told police the suspect kept a rifle , a pistol 
and a lot of ammunition. Upset over the 
death of a close relative 18 months earlier, 
the man had slipped from the depths of 
depression into paranoid delusions that the 
police and FBI were conspiring to kill him. 
He shot his dog , believing that lawmen had 
planted an electronic surveillance device in
side the German shepherd . 

His sister came to the police line and 
pleaded with the man through a bullhorn to 
give up . He opened fire on her. SWAT 
sharpshooters waited out the night , hoping 
the deranged man would offer them a profile 
in front of a window. He did not. An assault 
plan was devised during the night. 

A tense stand-off prevailed until just after 
dawn. Finally the word came. Clear the 
house. 

Firi ng smoke grenades to cover their ad
vance, assault team members hustled to the 
outside s ta irway and bega n to cl imb. 
Appare ntl y aware that policemen were 
approaching his second-level front door, the 
suspect began shooting holes through the 
wall along the stairway. Team members 
crouched in safety and continued their 
ascent. 

The shooting stopped and they entered 
the front door. Now came the nitty-gri tty . 
Advancing ca uti ously ins ide the quie t 
house, adrenaline heightened every sense in 
anticipation of a possible ambush. They be-

RIGHT: Capt. Charles Beene, left, CO of 
San Francisco's Tactical Division, and Lt. 
Jack Gleeson, seated, at the command post 
for a critical-incident situation in 1986. 
Photo: Capt. Charles Beene Collection 
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gan the delicate and dangerous task of mov
ing from room to room. The dead dog was 
found slumped in a pool of blood in one 
corner. Finally, all the rooms were secure 
except one . Four team members positioned 
themselves, two on each side of the door. 
They waited and listened . 

Splinters flew as several rounds came 
blasting th rough the door to impact harn1-
less ly in the opposite wall. As gu nfire 
stopped , they kicked open the door and 
tossed in a tear gas canister on a protective 
plate designed to prevent a fire. The door 
banged shut. Agai n , they li stened and 
waited; no sound except the hissi ng canister 
and the heavy breathing of officers , who by 
now had bullets of sweat popping out inside 
their gas masks . 

The gas seemed useless. Unknown to the 
assault force, the suspect had climbed up on 
rafters in the room and was breathing 
th rough a hole in the roof. A heavy-volume 
smoke canister designed to disorient a sus
pect was tossed inside. 

Communicat ing with hand signals , the 

BELOW: Officers George Stasko, left, and 
Ken Sugrue run an assault course with 
shoot/no-shoot targets. Photo: Capt. Charles 
Beene Collection 

assaul t team cautiously prepared to enter the 
room. Sudden ly they froze. 

" Stop! " the man shouted . " I' m coming 
out . Don't shoot. " 

Tension eased just a bit as the SW AT 
members awaited his surrender. They heard 
a thump as the man jumped to the floor. 
Again the door was pushed open. Two shots 
rang out from inside. The man was lying in a 
prone position firing into the open doorway . 
All four officers reached around the door 
frame and pumped shots into the suspect. 
He was dead. It was over. 

This may seem to some an unfortunate 
ending to this incident , which took place in 
1981 . But most importantly, there had been 
no injuries to police or local residents. And 
it' s the only time in over 200 commando
style assaults spanning 23 years that a sus
pect has been fatally wounded by a member 
of San Francisco 's tactical assault team. In 
that time , no team members have ever been 
injured during an actual assault and no hos
tages have been lost. 

SW A T 's Originators 
This no doubt is a source of pride to the 

San Francisco Police Department. But they 
have other reasons to be proud. For in
stance, their Tac tical Divi sion is one of the 
first efforts of its kind among police depart
ments in the country . Contrary to medi a 
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hype and Hollywood , the Los Angeles 
Police Department did not organize the first 
tactical response team. The LAPD SWAT 
team did garner much publicity when sever
al people were fatally shot or burned to 
death in the siege of Symbianese Liberation 
Army headquarters in a residential neigh
borhood. 

In 1963 , long before the term " SWAT" 
gained widespread circulation through the 
FBI, the San Francisco Police Department 
organized a special assault program. And 
the idea came none too soon. The drug
addled heyday of demonstrations and street 
violence , when Haight-Ashbury was freak 
capital of the hippie world, was just around 
the comer. 

San Francisco Police Sergeant Ed 
Eppting developed the tactics and weaponry 
that were later adopted by the FBI and dis
seminated to lawmen nationwide . Eppting 
and his colleagues had reduced the princi
pl es of successful police tac tic s and 
weaponry to a science , still emulated by 
police departments everywhere. 

Sergeant Jim Hall , an SFPD SWAT 
member, expressed his motivation for join-
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ABOVE: Two SWAT officers check to see if 
a murder suspect is home. If the situation 
turns hostile, they will fall back a~d plan an 
assault with other team members. Photo: 
Capt. Charles Beene Collection 

ing the select unit. " SW AT was always 
interesting for me. I served 15 years on the 
force and was an anti-sniper specialist be
fore ass ignment to the Tactical Division. It 
was the variety of operations which 
attracted me here , and eventually I became a 
SW AT team leader. 

"We practice all over the city," Hall 
explained , " recreating different scenarios 
appearing in the newspapers. They had a 
hostage situation back East in a hospital , 
which involved an oxygen-sensitive area, 
prohibiting the use of firearms . We did a 
practice drill recreating that situation. Com
merc ial buildings and banks are our usual 
locales , but the games we play may some
day save people's lives." 

In the San Francisco Police Department, 
SW AT members come under the Tactical 
Division , commanded by Captain Charles 
Breene. Breene , who was a member of the 

LEFT: Member of the bomb squad 
demonstrates the department's robot. 
Photo: Richard Bocklet 

response team that answered the call on 
Manchester Street , has spent all but four of 
his 27 years on the force in the Tactical 
Division. Breene has two lieutenants , four 
sergeants and 25 other police personnel in 
his division, which is divided into five units: 
canine, bomb , horse-mounted , off-road 
motorcycle and the SW AT, or tactical 
assault unit. All are known generically as 
critical incident teams . 

When not on trouble calls, team members 
perform regular police patrols in high-crime 
areas and crowd-control functions in the 
demonstration-intense city. Breene and his 
staff also spend time training members of 
other divisions in situation containment and 
marksmanship . 

Like other large police departments, San 
Francisco starts out its rookies in the patrol 
division - walking or driving a beat. 
However, many soon choose a specialty 

BELOW: The point element of an assault 
team cautiously approaches a building 
during one of many exercises. Photo: Capt. 
Charles Beene Collection 
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based on their individual interests. In San 
Francisco, this includes divisions in inves
tigations , vice, narcotics, community 
affairs , computer technology, training , 
forensic sciences , legal work , photography , 
aviation, marine , mounted and motorcycle 
patrol , youth work and public information . 
And, of course, the Tactical Division. 

To join the Tactical Division , officers 
complete an application , then undergo an 
interview with the unit 's commanding offi
cer. Some officers with exceptional skills 
and steel nerves join the SW AT team or 
enter the bomb squad. Others with human 
relations and psychological backgrounds 
become members of the Hostage Negotia
tion Team. Most pay levels are equal to 
those in other divisions. A few draw extra 
money for hazardous duty. 

The Bomb Squad 
One hazardous-duty job is EOD, or ex

plosive ordnance disposal, better known as 
the bomb squad. When not responding to 
emergency calls , San Francisco Police De
partment Bomb Squad members augment 
SWAT operations when needed and join 
regu lar police patrols. They maintain over 
$200,000 worth of equipment - vehicles , 
batterized instruments, listening devices , 
other high-tech equipment and a $20,000 
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bomb-scooping robot called Snoopy. Offi
cers are on 24-hour alert , usually one week 
on and one off, li ving with their te lephone 
beeper close by . On San Francisco's aver
age, they are called 12 times a month. 

Members receive standard patrolman' s 
pay , augmented with hazardous-duty 
bonuses when called, and they must under
go strict physical and psychiatric evalua
tions prior to ass ignment. Patrolman Jere
mi ah Morgan , nine years on the Bomb 
Squad, chose the job fo r the challenge and 
its electronic gear. " There 's exci tement 
coming to work every day,' ' Morgan said , 
" not knowing what's going to happen. I 
like that. It keeps me young. Then , too , 
there's a lot of sophisticated equipment 
allowing remote operations that intrigues 
me. '' 

His partner, Patrolman Reno Rapagnani, 
five years with the unit , went from patrol 
duties to Tactical Division to decoy opera
tions to the Bomb Squad, feeling that the 
well-rounded experience increased hi s 
promotion chances . 

Initial Bomb Squad training is four weeks 
at the FBI's Hazardous Devices School, 
with a one-week refresher course every 18 
months. Locally , there are two training days 
a month and the men attend the International 

Association of Bomb Technicians and In
vestigators conference as we ll as the 
Army 's ordnance unit sessions at the San 
Francisco Presidio. 

How do they feel about the danger in
volved? Said Mo.rgan: "Enroute to the 
scene my adrenal ine is running. Will we 
arrive on time? Is it a real device? Will it go 
off in our hands? But deep down , I guess 
I'm a fatal ist and a survivalist. You could 
get injured just stepping off the sidewalk.'' 

Rapagnani ' s reaction: " You ' re busy 
focusing on the job at the moment. There 
are so many things to do and they must be 
done right to minimize risk. Usually I don ' t 
feel .fear. until after the event. Upon reflect
ing how close to danger I came, I may spend 
a few sleepless nights. " 

But sleepless nights are part of the job . So 
are long hours, grinding routine , stress dis
orders - and the nerve-cracking seconds 
when EOD disarms a bomb. Or when the 
tactical assault team comes face-to-face 
w!th a PCP-hyped gunman lost in his own 
mental firefight of paranoia. 

Why do they do it? For every man on the 
force there's a different answer, but San 

· Francisco's front line stays on the streets. 
And San Francisco 's citizens can sleep a 
little bit better knowing that's a fac t. ~ 
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SOI~ AIRBORNE 

DZ INDOCHINA 
French Paras Invade Giap's Jungle 

K EEPING a limited war limited. French 
efforts to do just that in Indochina against 

General Vo Nguyen Giap's Viet Minh guerril
la forces proved futile . As with the United 
States military some years later, it was not lack 
of individual courage, stamina or modem 
armaments which led to their defeat. It was 
that the French fought in spite of the jungle, 
while the enemy made use of it. 

As historian Marshall Andrews points 
out, the French military strategy was based 
on ''the mobility of armies,'' in contrast to 
the Viet Minh strategy built on ''the mobil
ity of the individual soldier." Satisfying the 
enormous appetites of armored vehicles and 
automatic weaponry as they strained and 
plodded through the nearly roadless, 
marshy and dense terrain of Vietnam gave 
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the initiative to an enemy who carried little 
more than a four-day ration of rice, an 
ammo pouch and a rifle. 

French commanders were not blind to the 
deadly handicaps of their conventional 
mechanized infantry. To overcome this 
liability and to win back the initiative, the 
French employed airborne troops of the 
foreign Legion and the Colonial Para
troops. Between 1946 and 1954 French 
forces made over 100 combat jumps in an 
attempt at vertical envelopment to keep the 
Viet Minh from fading away into the coun
tryside . Of these jumps, the Colonial Paras 
made well over half. 

By comparison, this IOO-plus number ex
ceeds the total jumps made by all com
batants in World War II. The U.S. military 

_. Cho Don 
* Bae Kan 

* Cho Moi 

by Leroy Thompson 

made only five such jumps in Vietnam, 
mainly because the helicopter had replaced 
the parachute as a means of rapid insertion 
of troops . While quick deployment of 
troops is essential to winning a guerrilla 
war, French Colonial Paras were too often 
limited to the role of defensive reinforce
ments, rather than being used as offensive 
shock troops. As such, the potentially desta
bilizing effects of French airborne assaults 
in Indochina were never fully realized. 

The first combat jumps during the In
dochina War were made by the French Spe
cial Air Service in 1946 and early 194 7, in a 
series of daring drops as part of Operation 

Major areas of engagement between French 
Colonial Paras and Viet Minh, 1946-1954. 

GULF OF TONKIN 
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Lea. An ambitious plan , Operation Lea 
combined I , 137 paratroops with a n 
armored thrust in an attempt to end the revo
lution in one stroke by seizing the Viet Minh 
leadership . 

The paras carried out their mission per
fec tly, landing directly on the communist 
headquarters area at Bae Kan, Cho Ma i and 
Cho Don . So swift was their assault , in fact, 
that they found Ho Chi Minh 's mail on his 
desk waiting for his signature , and they 
captured one of his ministers , along with 
Japanese and Nazi German instructors. Im
portant depots were also captured , but the 
two main targets - Ho Chi Minh and 

SOLDIER-HISTORIAN 
Leroy Thompson served in Vietnam 

and Thailand with the U .S. Air Force 
Combat Security Police - a Ranger
trained special mission unit. He has also 
trained with special operations and anti
terrorist units in over a dozen countries. 
He is currently an adviser to VIP protec
tion uni ts around the world . 

Thompson is a contributing editor fo r 
Combat Handguns, for which he writes a 
column on VIP protection and anti
terrorism. He has written over 200 arti 
cles on weapons , special operations and 
security. Many of his articles have ap
peared in Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 

Some of the more noteworthy books 
Thompson has written are: ''Commando 
and Dagger. " " Uniforms of the Elite 
Forces, " " Dead Clients Don ' t Pay ," 
" U.S. Elite Forces: Vietnam," " U .S . 
Special Forces of World War II, " and 
" U.S . Spec ial Forces Since World 
War Il. " 
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General Giap - escaped. Other airborne 
troops were used in this operation to seize 
and hold bridges along the armored route of 
advance . However, most of the Viet Minh 
units in this operational area managed to slip 
through the cordon along with their leaders. 

During the remainder of 1947 paras were 
used during sweeps, in attempts to cut off 
Viet Minh units and fo rce them to fi ght. But 
at th is early stage of the conflict , Giap re
fu sed to be drawn into battles he couldn ' t 
win . So the communist units kept slipping 
away into the jungle rather than holding 
their ground . By late December 1947, Viet 
Minh pressure on the French had reached 
the point that , except for some forts along 
the Chinese border, the French, unable to 
quell the communist insurgents, had pulled 
out of northern Vietnam. During 1948 and 
1949 , French control of the country con
tinued to erode as more and more of the 
count rys ide fe ll under Viet Minh control. 
The French tried to use company-s ized units 
of paras which were dropped in to seize the 
initiative from the communists , but the Viet 
Minh proved too slippery a prey. 

Colonial Paratroops were busy in 1948 
and 1949 as one or two Commando Groups 
(companies) were dropped to carry out 
raids , rescue POWs, re inforce pos itions 
under attack , or attack Viet Minh camps and 
depots. In 1948 alone, the Colonial Paras 
averaged one combat jump per month 
spread between the I st, 2nd , and 5th BCCPs 
(Bataillon Colonial de Commandos Para
chutistes). The same types of jumps were 
made in 1949 , too , such as the 30 April 
1949 raid carried out by 196 members of the 
5th BCCP to capture some Viet Minh lead
ers. However, it became clear that the initia
tive was shifting to the Viet Minh , as more 
and more jumps were made to re info rce 
beleaguered outposts rather than fo r coun-

Reminiscent of the fast-moving French 
armies that helped hold Napoleon's empire 
together , French Colonial Paratroops made 
well over half of the JOO combat jumps in 
Indochina between 1946 and 1954. 
Unfortunately, most j umps were for 
reinforcement rather than preemptive 
strikes. 

Colonial Para with the brimmed camo hat 
often associated with his ranks carries 
folding stock MlAl carbine. Rarely fighting 
with air support, Colonial Paras went it 
alone against Viet Minh. 
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Colonel Pierre Langlais (right), one of the 
most famous airborne combat team 
commanders in Indochina, distinguished 
himself at Dien Bien Phu by commanding 
French airborne forces inside the fortress. 

terinsurgency . Of the 16 combat jumps 
made by the Colonial Paras in 1949 , in fact , 
almost half of them were for reinforcement. 

This shift in initiative away from the 
French in 1949 was also manifested when 
the Viet Minh began threatening Laos. 
Again , it was the Colonial Paras who were 
called on to repel Giap's forces in that coun
try . Early in the year the 3rd BCCP made a 
jump with Laotian Muong partisans , and 
then in June the entire 2nd BCCP was 
dropped on the Plain of Jars. Colonial Paras 
made fu rther reinforcement jumps through
out 1949 on Son Tay , Haiphong , Binh Hoa 
and Hoa Binh - place names that would 
haunt many future American veterans in 
their battle against the North Vietnamese. 

By October 1950 , wi th added support 
from the Chinese communists , Giap finally 
took the offensive , as he launched attacks 
on the French forts along the Chinese bor
der. Three of the Colonial Paratroop units 
- the 3rd BCCP, the 3rd and the 7th GCCP 
(Groupement de Commandos Coloniaux 
Parachutis tes ) - were employed in 
attempts to reinforce the forts and to open 
the roads for resupply or retreat. However, 
all of these forts fe ll to the Viet Minh, allow
ing them to capture enough materiel to 
equip an entire division. As a result , by 1 
January 1951 , control of the entire area 
north of the Red River had passed to the Viet 
Minh . By that time a total of 5 , 700 paras 
from the Colonial Legion and Metro para 
units were fighting heroically in Indochina , 
but they were far too few to stem the Viet 
Minh offensive of tens of thousands. 

In January 1951, Giap tried to continue 
his successes by attacking Vinh Yen , which 
if taken would allow the Viet Minh to march 
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into Hanoi . During the offensive against 
Vinh Yen, the Viet Minh tried the "human 
wave " attacks used by the Chinese in 
Korea. These were stopped when French 
General de Lattre ordered massive airstrikes 
which dropped napalm between the attack
ing communists and the exhausted French 
defenders. As this critical battle hung in the 
balance, de Lattre threw in Mobile Group 2 
(Mobile Groups were composite units re
sembling the U.S. regimental combat 
team) , which included one paratroop battal
ion, to help tum the tide of battle . It did. 
After days of merciless hand-to-hand com
bat amid the roaring inferno from numerous 
napalm strikes , the French defeated the Viet 
Minh , killing over 6,000 enemy troops . 

This bloody struggle at Vinh Yen was the 
first time since the beginning of the Indochi
na war that the French had had the opportu
nity to fight a set-piece battle. They proved 
themselves masters of the battlefield, and 
showed Giap that his communist troops 
were still unprepared for the general coun
teroffensive which would sweep the French 
into the sea. 

Undeterred by his devastating losses at 
Vinh Yen, Giap continued to pressure the 
French by attacking their defenses along the 
Red River Delta. This was a particularly 
sensitive area for the French because it 
guarded the approaches to the important 
coal mines of northern Vietnam , and was 
only 20 kilometers from the vital French 
port at Haiphong. 

The brunt of Giap's attacks in the Delta 
region were di.reeled at the French outpost at 
Mao Khe. It was hit hard on 23 March 1951 
by a barrage of 75mm and 57mm shells. 
Afterward, a violent wave of Viet Minh 
" Volunteers of Death" (the communist 
version of Japanese kamikaze) breached the 
outer wall of Mao Khe, through which 
poured the Viet Minh infantry. 

By the afternoon of 27 March, the 6th 
Colonial Parachute Battalion (renamed by 

General de Lattre from GCCP. to BCP in 
March 1951) had been called in to reinforce 
Mao Khe . Commanded by Marc~! Bigeard, 
perhaps the most famous of the French para
troop officers in Indochina, the BCP was 
ordered to break through ene my defenses . 
Though repelled by fierce enemy artillery 
and machine-gun fire , the paras slowly ad
vanced, successfully reinforcing the garri
son and helping it hold. By the morning of 
28 March, the 6th Colonial Paras , Tho parti
sans, Senegalese and Moracan armored 
caval.ry had tenaciously held their positions 
- 400 dead communists littered the ground 
in front of them. Once more Giap had failed 
to breach the French defensive front around 
the Delta. 

Despite the success of the 6th Colonial 
Paras in reinforcing Mao Khe, the Viet 
Minh kept testing French resolve in the Red 
River Delta region along the Day River 

First combat jumps in Indochina War were 
made by French Special Air Service in 1946 
and early 1947 during Operation Lea - a 
valiant attempt to end Ho Chi Minh's 
revolution by capturing Viet Minh 
leadership. Members of Demi-Brigade of 
French SAS (forerunner of Colonial Paras) 
march through Hanoi in 1948. 
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MA T-49 in action, Colonial Para hammers 
it out with the Viet Minh. 

Line . The worst attack occurred at Ninh 
Binh on 29 May 195 1. Taken completely by 
surprise , French positions were overrun and 
the remaining French forces were pinned 
down in a church. Reacting swiftly to the 
news , the French High Command called 
forth four artillery groups, one armored 
group and 600 members of the 7th Colonial 
Paras to reinforce the battered French troops 

MANY FACES OF 
COLONIAL PARAS 

French Colonial Paratroops and In
fantry, unlike most countries· colonial 
troops , were recruited primarily in 
France. They were called "Colonial " 
because they were intended to serve 
overseas in French colonies. 

Some confusion arises when reading a 
military history of the French in Indochi
na because the Colonial Paras were 
known under three different titles. First 
they were called BCCP (Bataillon Colo
nial de Commandos Parachutistes, with 
common strength for a battalion being 
540-550 men divided into four 130-man 
commando groups or companies), then 
GCCP (Groupement de Commandos 
Coloniaux Parachutistes), and finally 
BPC (Bataillon de Parachutistes Coloni
aux). 

Confusion often continues today with 
the successors to the French Colonial 
Paratroops - the Marine Paratroops -
because troops intended to serve over
seas are now referred to as " marine" 
troops. For example, accounts of French 
peace-keeping troops in Lebanon mis
takenl y referred to "French Marine 
Corps Paras " when in actuality the 
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at Ninh Binh. On 30 May the 7th Paras 
jumped into the region and Mobi le Groups 
came overland to reinforce the defenders , 
while Dinassauts (similar to U.S . River 
Assault Squadrons in the Vietnam War) lent 
additional support . By 18 June the French 
had forced the Viet Minh back to the Red 
River Line. 

While the French were tied down in the 
Red River Delta, the Viet Minh launched 
another offensive against strategic Nhia Lo 
in the T'ai Highlands . To help hold Nhia Lo 
more paratroops had to be committed. But 
this mission was carried out by Legion and 
Metro paras rather than Colonials. By 5 
October 195 1, this Viet Minh offensive had 
also been stymied, but on! y temporarily. 
The French command realized that holding 
the T'ai Highlands would eventually be
come an impossible task. 

Taking the offensive in November 1951 , 
the French dec ided not to ai m for the 
enemy's centers of resistance in the north
east, but to strike a blow at their supply and 
communications network at Hoa Binh . This 
was also the capital of the Muong tribes
men, who were fiercely loyal to the French, 
mak ing it an important symbolic objective 
as well. Despite such inauspicious goals , 
the battle for Hoa Binh , which lasted from 
14 November 1951 until 24 February 1952 , 
would later be named " Operation Meat 
Grinder" because of the tremendous car
nage inflicted on both sides. For the French , 
this battle was nearly as devastating as their 
future loss at Dien Bien Phu. 

On 14 November 1951 , three Colonial 
Para battalions - the I st , 2nd and 7th 

troops serving there were from RPIMa 
units - the descendants of the old Colo
nial Paratroops. 

Life was certainly no picnic for Colo
nial Paras. If the training didn't kill you , 
the mandatory service in Indochina 
usually did . 

Normal enlistment was for three 
years . Two months of basic infantry 
training were followed by a one-month 
jump school. Failure to jump was 
greeted with far less compassion than at 
Fort Benning, however. Anyone refus
ing to jump was usually beaten by the 
NCOs when the plane landed and then 
forced to run through the base area wear
ing a sign sayi ng " I Am a Coward ." 
After completion of the first jump the 
fledgling para was awarded the red beret 
of the Colonial Paras, which he wore 
with great pride . 

Like the French Foreign Legion , 
many of the Colonial Paras were Ger
man veterans from World War Tl. Others 
were just very tough individuals who 
joined the paras to escape the long arm of 
the law. Whatever their motivations for 
joining, their valiant service against the 
Viet Minh in Indochina is a legacy as yet 
unrivaled in modem warfare . 

BPCs, about 2,000 paras in al l - jumped 
into Hoa Binh and seized the city. Large 
armored , infantry , and Dinassaut forces fol
lowed up this attack. Giap 's troops melted 
away into the jungle , opt ing for a temporary 
retreat until his forces could regroup and 
guarantee victory. In the words of one 
observer, " the French stabbed with all their 
might - and encountered empty space." 

The city was important enough to Giap, 
however, that a large Viet Minh effort was 
launched at retaking it. Before long, Hoa 
Binh was under siege, fo rcing the French to 
fi ght their way through with necessary sup
plies. A fruitless war of attrition at Hoa Binh 
soon evolved into a battle for the control of 
the entire Black River Line. 

To shore up their defenses in the region , 
the French committed an entire airborne 
group (three battalions) to the defense of the 
Black River Line, but once again the Viet 
Minh refused battle except on their own 
terms. Still being bled dry by a battle of 
attrition, the French finally pulled back east 
of the Black River. Meanwhile, the battles 
along Road 6 , which suppl ied Hoa Binh , 
dragged on. An airborne task force under 
Colonel Gilles attempted to fight through 25 
mi les of Viet Minh territory to help keep 
Road 6 clear, but even these battle-hardened 
paras were defeated by constant ambushes 
and sniping , which eroded their manpower 
and morale. Finally, in January 1952, the 
French decided to evacuate Hoa Binh. 
Known as Operation Amaranth, the pull
back was completed by late February 1952. 

Continued on page 78 

Following operational jump, Colonial Para 
prepares to advance on French outpost at 
Mao Khe in Red River Delta . 
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SOI~ COMBAT REPORT 

MARXISM 
UNDER 
SIEGE 

RENAMO Tightens the Vise 
in Mozambique 

Text by Michael Hughes Photos by Albatross Press Agency 
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OH-SEVEN-HUNDRED hours. The 
African sun had been up for nearly an 

hour and we were just beginning to fee l its 
warmth. My companion, Ital ian camera
man Almerigo Grilz, and I sat precariously 
in a small dugout canoe being paddled 
across a river into war-tom Mozambique. 

The river was wide and the crossing 
arduous for our crew of two Africans. 
Sometimes we nosed through great banks of 
reeds 10 feet tall, with hippos snuffling and 
snorting close by yet invisible. Other times 
we were swept diagonally across a rushing 
current , the crew straining to keep us on 
course. From time to time we passed other 
dugouts , some engaged in fishing , others 
ferrying passengers to the other side. At no 
point could we tell that we were entering a 
country where a bitter civil war was being 
fought. Over an hou r later our craft 
grounded ashore . We were joined moments 
later by our guide, Commander Jemo of the 
Mozambique National Resistance -
RENAMO. We jumped out into a foot of 
water and waded to dry land. 

We had arrived and were beginning our 
journey to bring the story of Mozambique 's 
struggle to the attention of the world. Were 
Renamo guerrillas armed bandits who mur
dered, raped and looted, as the government 
claimed, or were they freedom fighters on a 
legitimate crusade to free their people from 
the cruelties of a repressive Marxist regi me? 
We were going to march a thousand miles 
through bush and swamp and witness fi ght
ing firsthand to find our answer. 

After landing, we began the march to the 
Renamo base camp . Led by Commander 
Jemo, we passed through land cultivated 
intensively by the locals : Maize, millet , 
casava and many other crops were in evi
dence. There was no indication that Mo
zambique was a country at war. 

An hour later we arrived at another river 
- the outside defensive perimeter of the 
camp. We were greeted in a friendly fashion 
by a sentry and escorted to a leaky dugout 
which would carry us across to the base. 
The trooper carried an old but we ll
maintained AK-47; his feet were bare and 
his uniform no more than colorful rags. 

Soon we were across and in the base, 200 
yards on the far side. A tall , young man· 
came forward to meet us. He was Com
andante Fernando, the base commander. 
His camp consisted of a dozen grass huts 
arranged around a central open-sided mess-

INTO THE BUSH 
Michael Hughes is a former British 

Army trairling officer who served four 
yeru:s with the Grenadier Guards in Ber
lin and Africa. Hughes now devotes his 
time to war reporting for television. This 
is h.is first published work, and we wel
come him to the ranks ofSOF correspon
dents. 

Renamo soldier removes the last remnant of 
communism from a captured town. 
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ing and meeting hut. We discussed our 
plans and put together a "shopping list" of 
sorts. This included a request to see Renamo 
troops in battle and an interview with Re
namo leader and supreme commander 
Afonso Dhlakama. Fernando noted all this 
and gave instructions to his radio operator, 
who encoded the message and dispatched it 
to Renamo GHQ in Gorongosa, 250 kilo
meters away. 

All we could do now was sit back and 
wait. There were perhaps 20 men in the 
camp, and despite their bare feet and rags 
they had a disciplined and soldierly manner. 
They stood to attention when addressed by 
their officers and seemed confident. They 
certainly weren ' t the bandits we expected to 
meet. 

A day later we got our reply . Dhlakama 
planned for us to go into battle . His troops 
were going to attack the town of Inhaminga 
with us in tow. From there we would travel 
to his personal base deep in the bush and 
spend five days with him. It was an invita
tion we couldn't refuse, and an hour later we 
were ready for the road . 

A tough seven-day march followed. We 
traveled si ngle file along narrow paths , 
pushing through grass seven feet tall, and 
hemmed in by tall trees and thick scrub on 
each side. Our column was about 20 strong, 
with every man carrying not only his 
weapons but all the equipment needed for a 
long march: cooking pots, mealie meal and 
other local food items, and the odd sheet or 
blanket. 

We spent our nights in bases strategically 
scattered throughout Renamo-held terri
tory. Occasionally we would pass by vil
lages to be met by friendly greetings from 
the locals. We never saw any sign of fear or 
dislike, and this was enough evidence to 
disprove government allegations that Re
namo troops spend their time terrorizing the 
civilian population . 

Occasionally we saw Soviet-supplied 
Antonov transport planes passing overhead, 
probably on supply missions . Apart from 
the planes we saw no government 
FRELIMO (Front for the Liberation of Mo
zambique) forces . 

The Renamo men were confident of their 
domination of the countryside and the sup
port of the people. On the march we often 
passed armed men from local Renamo units 
whose task it is to maintain control over 
their areas and to recruit and report on 
enemy activity. After seven weary days we 
came to the base from which the attack was 
to be launched. We had averaged a good 
fifty miles per day and were ready for a 
break before the action started. 

As we entered the camp we became 
aware of a big difference between this one 
and those that we had encountered before . 

UPPER RIGHT: Renamo RPD gunner 
displays 82mm mortar rounds destined for 
the fighting at lnhaminga. 

RIGHT: Chimuara power station, captured 
from Frelimo forces in March of 1986. 
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This one was alive with soldiers . They were 
men carefully picked from among Re
namo 's guerrilla forces and placed into 
battalion formations for conventional-style 
offensive operations. Two such .batt_alions 
had rendezvoused here earlier in the day . 

We saw an abundance of personal 
weapons, as well as 82mm mortars, recoil
less rifles, rocket launchers, RPDs, RPGs 
and ZPU-4 14.Smm anti-aircraft guns. 
There were also a few odd FN assault rifles 
and machine guns, captured in combat from 
the neighboring Zimbabwean troops help
ing Frelimo. 

While we rested, Renamo commanders 
went into conference, planning the coming 
battle. We spent a peaceful night, ate break
fast and prepared for a 1600 hours depar-
ture. 

An hour late, the column moved out, 
tense and expectant, the sun sinking slowly 
below the maize fields and bush behind us. 
In order to take the garrisoned Frelimo 
troops by surprise, Renamo decided not to 
approach the town by an existing route, but 
to make a new path by pushing through 
virgin bush. Progress was slow and tedious. 
It took our force all night to get within 10 
kilometers of the town, which was only 30 
kilometers away. 

At 0700 it began to pour down rain. De-
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spite the proximity of the enemy force, we 
were in single file with only sappers ahead 
- strange tactics to my way of thinking. 
One of the sappers uncovered mines, and 
this forced us to retreat and make our final 
approach from another direction. By 1400 
the sun had made a brief appearance, and we 
began to advance on the enemy position. 

Then it started raining hard again, closing 
visibility down to mere meters. The bush in 
this area was extremely thick, and the Re
namo commander lost track of the Frelimo 
camp's location. We wandered some more, 
then the sudden African nightfall dropped 
over us. We settled down under a tree for the 
night, with the rain still pouring down. The 
troops, rather dispirited by now, made their 
camp around us and we all tried to get some 
sleep. Dawn took a long time to come. 

With the sun up, all 300 men, as a result 
of a dubious tactical decision , went into 
extended line and began to advance to en-

BELOW: Frelimo's public enemy number 
one, Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama, in 
front of Renamo flag. 

BOTTOM: Renamo soldier softens up an 
enemy position with an RPG. Much of 
Renamo's logistical base comes from 
captured Frelimo stock. 

gage. Ricardo (a liaison officer sent by 
Dhlakama to be with us for the attack and to 
accompany us to his base) , Almerigo and I 
tagged along behind. Spirits were higher 
now after yesterday' s fruitless nine-hour 
search in the rain. 

Mid-morning came and we were begin
ning to think that both the town and the 
enemy had vanished into thin air when sud
denly the quiet was shattered by a huge 
explosion and waves of automatic weapons 

TWENTY YEARS OF 
WAR 

Since the mid- l 960s Mozambique has 
been devastated by war, beginning in 
1967 when FRELIMO (Front for the 
Liberation of Mozambique) guerrillas 
began armed resistance against the Por
tuguese colonial government. The Rus
sians were quick to aid Frelimo, and 
Tanzania joined in to offer rear link and 
base facilities for the rebels. Soon Freli
mo operated in strength in northern Mo
zambique and to a lesser extent in other 
parts of the country. 

War quickly drained the resources of 
the colonial government, but the Portu
guese managed to hold their own against 
the bush-based insurgents until the rug 
was pulled from under them by the 1974 
military coup in Lisbon. The army came 
to believe that the battle for Mozam
bique - and indeed Portugal's other 
African possessions - could not be 
won, and resolved to change govern
ment policy by force. 

Portugal's new head of state , General 
de Spinola, announced that he would 
grant independence to Mozambique im
mediately, and the new administration in 
the colony began to make overtures to 
Frelimo leader Samora Machel , who had 
been running the war from safety in Tan
zania. Simultaneously, however, over
tures were made to other political groups 
vying for power. This did not fit in with 
Machel's plans . He began intensifying 
the war in order to show the government 
that Frelimo was the only political force 
to be recognized within Mozambique. 
Frelimo switched its attentions from 
Portuguese targets to bombing trains, 
machine-gunning buses and attacking 
native villages . 

So savage were Frelimo 's attacks that 
the Portuguese government gave in. In 
the face of mutinying troops , the de
struction of the country and a complete 
inability to control the activities of 
Machel's terrorists, the two sides signed 
an independence agreement on 7 
September 1974. Machel realized all his 
immediate aims , having gained control 
of Mozambique without opposition . 
. Soon the world recognized him as the 
official leader of a one-party state. 
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fire. More explosions and the crump of mor
tars followed . We had at last made contact. 

Almerigo and I set off toward the fight
ing, followed by our escorts . We came to an 
opening in the bush . We could see an air
strip , behind which lay the barracks de
fended by nearly 1,000 Frelimo troops, and 

Guerrilla wars demand commitment from 
everyone - including children. This young 
Renamo trooper gets a drill lesson. 

Not all oppos1t1on was crushed, 
however. In 1976 a group of disaffected 
Frelirno men returned to the bush to be
gin the struggle of ridding Mozambique 
of its already unpopular Marxist govern
ment. Initially conducting operations 
from bases inside Rhodesia, they were 
backed by the Rhodesian Central Intelli
gence Organization (CIO) and trained by 
the Rhodesian Special Air Service. They 
called themselves RENAMO (Resisten
cia Nacional Mozambicans - Mozam
bique National Resistance) and fought to 
rid themselves of the dictator they had 
helped bring to power. Rhodesia's CIO 
provided training facilities and allowed 
the Renamo radio station, Vaz de Africa 
Libre, to broadcast into Mozambique 
from Rhodesian territory. 

Renamo conducted hit-and-run 
attacks and began to build popular sup
port until the end of 1978, when their 
leader, Andre Matsangaisse, was killed 
and the Rhodesian support system began 
to fail due to the building intensity of its 
own civil war. The situation looked in
creasingly bleak for Renamo. But help 
was close at hand in the form of South 
Africa, which began to supply materiel 
and other support. Soon Afonso Dhlaka
ma rose to lead the movement and the 
resistance again began to notch up suc
cesses . They were greatly aided by the 
growing unpopularity of Machel's bru
tally administered Marxist policies. 

Today Renamo is in a powerful posi
tion, controlling a majority of the coun
tryside, including many towns . Machel 
is dead, having been killed when his 
Soviet-supplied aircraft crashed into a 
hillside during a routine landing . Freli
mo - bolstered by ComBloc advisers 
and troops from neighboring Zimbabwe 
and Tanzania - suffers setbacks at eve
ry turn, the least of which is continued 
desertion from its ranks to Renamo. The 
remainder, still a relatively strong force, 
are hanging on to the provincial capitals, 
main ports and whatever towns they can, 
but they control few of Mozambique's 
roads . As a result, Frelimo relies largely 
on air transport for resupply . The gov
ernment only survives with the help of 
ComBloc military aid and extensive 
non-military aid from the West - in
cluding the United States . 
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beyond that the town of Inhaminga. 
Up ahead on either side of the airfield we 

could make out Renamo forces milling 
around some slit trenches which they had 
just captured. We moved quickly, while the 
officers regrouped their men for the assault 
on the barracks . Suddenly there was a pierc
ing scream overhead as an MiG-17 made a 
low pass. It was so close I could clearly see 
the pilot , and I was forced to dive for cover 
in an old shell crater. 

Meanwhile we had come under fire from 
the ground, and rounds were whistling all 
around us. Apparently we had been spotted 
by an observation post and our fair skin was 
attracting attention. By now the MiG had 
come round again and was firing its cannon 
at random. Suddenly the Frelimo ground 
forces began a counterattack . We ran. The 
Renamo commander decided not to hold his 
ground and the whole body of men made a 
tactical withdrawal into the bush to plan 
their next move. A second MiG appeared 
and the two planes made several passes, 
raking .the bush with cannon fire. 

Luckily they didn't know our exact loca
tion , and we were well concealed by the 
trees. An hour later an Mi-8 chopper began 
circling around looking for us. On its third 
try it fired a salvo of rockets in our general 
direction. They flew overhead and exploded 
noisily and uselessly in the ground some 
200 yards away. 

By now the sun was sinking fast , as were 
any hopes of victory that day. However, the 
commander decided to have one more try. 
Soon another assault went in. Grilz and I 
followed along . Frelimo troops were beaten 
back to their rear positions in the dense 
scrub which concealed the barracks, but 
they couldn't be dislodged. Renamo was 
again halted , and in the confusion Frelimo 
counterattacked for the second time. For the 
second time we withdrew in considerable 
haste. 

I sprinted back to the cover of the bush on 
the other side of the airstrip, bullets hum
ming past my ankles. Our Renamo com
mander went into conference with his offi
cers to plot our next move. Reluctantly he 
chose to go back to base . With the element 
of surprise lost and being outnumbered 
three-to-one, there was no logical alterna
tive. 

We began the long trek home around 
2000 hours. With a short break in the jour
ney our dispirited force made camp at about 
1100 the next morning - very tired, thirsty 
and hungry . In the past 70 hours we had 
walked for45 hours and slept six ; eaten only 
three roots, a little sugar, and had a half pint 
of water to drink . 

We woke just before dusk, feeling a lot 
better. We were intrigued to find three offi 
cers sitting with us whom we had not seen 

UPPER LEFT: Renamo on its way to attack 
Inhaminga. Its first push failed, but the 
second was more successful. 

LEFT: Ragged but effective - men of 
Renamo's "Leopard" Battalion. 
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before, and who had clearly arrived while 
we were asleep. Ricardo, the liaison officer, 
took us aside and explained that Dhlakama 
was embarrassed that his troops had not 
managed to capture lnhaminga and so had 
sent these men to lead a fresh attack . We 
were to go along with them. How could we 
refuse? 

We did lay down a condition, however. If 
we were going to walk al l that way back, we 
wanted to be in the front line during the 
attack. They agreed, and it was all systems 
go for the second assault on the town. 

The next day was spent in battle prep, 
planning and giving orders . Squads of men 
entered the camp throughout the day, bring
ing in cases of rifle and machine gun 
ammunition , RPG rockets and another 
ZPU-4 to counter the expected air threat. A 
pause in the preparations gave us an oppor
tunity to have a chat with the new com
mander, Bob Chalton , a confident young 
officer from Maputo. 

Chalton spoke little English , his native 
language being Portuguese and the local 
dialect. He had recently been appointed the 
commander of Renamo's special forces, a 
unit divided into three-man groups tasked to 
go on missions of disruption and sabotage. 
He was a natural leader who had the uncom
mon ability to instill his personal drive and 
determination into the troops under his com
mand . His battle plan was more elaborate 
than the last one, which had been nothing 
more than a frontal assault. 

His scheme was to launch a diversionary 
attack from the airfield side of the town 
while infiltrating the main body from the 
rear . By doing so he hoped to take the de
serted town unopposed and bottle up the 
enemy in the barracks while they were 
preoccupied with the diversion. Stage two 
was to drive Frelimo troops out of the bar
racks buildings - local intelligence re
ported that they had no entrenched positions 
- by bombarding them with rockets and 
mortars and gunning them down as they 
fled. 

Soon our column wound its way out of 
the base for the second time in five days. 
Under Bob Chalton's leadership the men 
had a more determined and spirited air about 
them. 

We arrived again at the far side of In
haminga at 0830, after walking continuous
ly for 22 hours and covering about 40 kilo
meters. Fallen trees , roots, streams, thorn 
bushes and dense thickets al l conspired to 
slow us down. 

Once on the far side of Inhaminga the 
men rested and Chalton set up radio com
munications with the diversionary force . 
The radio was a bas ic but effective TRA-93 
powered by a hand generator. We sat under 
a tree, camouflaged our faces with ink, and 
rested our aching bodies. 

At 0930 the word came over the air that 
the other troops were in position . Chalton 
gave them the thumbs up and we were off. 
Suddenly we were on our feet and running 
in two columns toward the town and the 
sounds of gunfire. First we passed over 
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ground which had formerly been cultivated. 
This gave way to abandoned huts and then 
the town . The soldiers were now in ex
tended line as they advanced through empty 
streets . 

The place was like a ghost town , its more 
than 2,000 inhabitants having fled two years 
ago. From a distance each house looked 
normal . As we got closer, however, we 
could make out the overgrown gardens, 
smashed windows and untended fruit trees. 

The tension was unbearable. Still we had 
not made contact with Frelimo, and we con
tinued our advance cautiously. We passed the 
children's playground with its rusty swings 
and slides, crossed the sports stadium and 
reached a maize field which divided the town 
and the barracks. Had Frelimo melted away in 
the bush? The Renamo soldiers moved for
ward into the maize, with us following about 
150 meters behind at a half run, a mixture of 
sweat and ink pouring down our faces . Then 
without warning the maize erupted into a sym-

Renamo, the Mozambique National 
Resistance force fighting the Marxist 
Frelimo government, now controls most of 
Mozambique. 
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phony of automatic fire. 
From our position the effect was dramatic. 

We dropped onto our bellies in the long grass. 
The sheer weight and proximity of fire was, to 
put it mildly, disagreeable. Rounds were zip
ping all about us and I could see bursts kicking 
up dirt on the track a few feet to my right. 

Then I witnessed an even more disturbing 
development. We began to come under fire 
not only from our front but from our left as 
well . Frelimo troops were trying to outflank us 
and the situation was starting to look grim. We 
were pinned down, outnumbered three-to
one, and now mortar fire was being laid down 
on our lines of retreat. 

We had no choice, so one-by-one our 
group zigzagged back to a ruined house 100 
yards to our rear. Chalton had the same 
idea, and we could see Renamo men mov
ing back and taking up positions on the edge 
of the town. We went through them , hustled 
on by our minders, who were concerned for 
our welfare. We ·settled into a house which 
had been chosen as a command post and 
waited for Chalton to tum up. An MiG 
screamed over at treetop level and simul-

Continued on page 80 
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SOI~ SIDEARMS 
ABOVE: S&W 645 double-action fills a gap 
in the law enforcement market. 

DOUBLE-ACTION 
DUTY PISTOL 
Smith & Wesson's New .45 
by Jack Thompson 

52 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

A RMING officers with double-action 
.45-caliber semiautomatic pistols has 

been the dream of many a law enforcement 
agency. Unfortunately for the bureaucrats 
who make such policy decisions, the 

LEFT: Davis Leather Company's law 
enforcement duty holster. 

BELOW: S&W 645 in recoil and the 
inevitable muzzle whip, which can be 
corrected. 

SIGHTING IN 
Jack Thompson has served in a num

ber of military and law enforcement
oriented positions around the world , and 
is a frequent contributor to SOF. 
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Venerable Colt Government Model (top) 
and the slightly larger S& W 645 
double-action .45. 

thought of officers patrolling streets with 
holstered pistols cocked and locked is a 
nightmare. Consequently, in their attempts 
to avoid being outgunned , officers have had 
to settle for either large-frame , low-capacity 
revolvers or single-action , high-capacity 
9mm semiautos. And options for duty 
sidearms in .45 caliber have been limited to 
two imports: the SIG P220 and the Heckler 
& Koch P9S. 

Smith & Wesson has finally changed all 
that. Its new Model 645 answers the de
mand in the law enforcement community 
for a U.S .-made double-action .45-caliber 
semiauto. 

Based on the Smith & Wesson Model 39 
design and avai lable only in .45 caliber, the 
645 evolved from the developmental work 
on the "super gun" that Smith & Wesson 
employee and top shooter Tommy Camp
bell has campaigned with since 1979 on 
International Practical Shooting Confedera
tion (IPSC) tours and other action shooting 
circuits. Shooters concerned with the Model 
39's history of extractor problems will find 
that the 645 has benefited from the redesign 
work that went into the Model 39s - no 
extraction problems were encountered in 
our rigorous testing of this new Smith & 
Wesson. 

Aside from its stainless steel finish, the 
first thing you notice about the 645 is its size 
- it looks massive. However, it is only 
Ya-inch longer and taller than a Government 
Model .45 and , when empty, is actually 
several ounces lighter. These characteristics 
give the 645 good intimidation effect while 
keeping it a manageable size for officers of 
any stature. 

Trigger reach for the double-action first 
shot is slightly greater than that of a Smith & 
Wesson K-Frame revolver. But after firing 
the first round the pistol functions in single
action mode, requiring a much shorter trig
ger pull. Making the transition from double
to single-action trigger pull is not difficult , 
but it is a factor worth serious consideration. 
Sufficient time and ammunition during 
training or familiarization must be allowed 
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for the officer to develop proficiency and 
confidence in the system. 

Maximum capacity of the 645 is nine 
rounds - eight in the straight- line box 
magazine and one in the chamber. This 
gives the shooter one more round than a 
Government Model and 50 percent more 
rounds than a standard service revolver. 

The two stainless-steel magazines that 
come with the 645 have seven holes , num
bered two through eight , on both sides ·of the 
magazine tube so you can tell at a glance 
how many rounds are left. They also dis
assemble quickly for proper cleaning and 
maintenance. 

Other special features have been incorpo
rated into the 645 that shooters have been 
paying gun mechanics to do for years : The 
tri gger guard , fron t and backstrap are 
squared and checkered, while the ejection 
port and magazine well are precisely bev
eled . Also, the rear sight , which is drift 
adjustable for windage only , is black with 
white outlines and is rounded off to reduce 
snagging on clothes . The front sight is a 
highly visible red ramp on a ramp base. 

Safety features of the 645 are typical of 
most semiautomatic pistols. Activating the 
ambidextrous manual safety drops the ham
mer onto a stainless steel bar and disengages 
the trigger. Disengaging the safety is 
accomplished by rotating the lever forward 
and up . There is also an internal firing pin 
safety which locks the firing pin until the 
trigger is fully compressed. 

A magazine disconnect (or interlock) pre
vents the functioning of the trigger or ham
mer when the magazine is removed. This is 
an advantage to someone who wants to have 
a safe but loaded firearm at home , because 
the 645 can be kept wi th a round chambered 
and the magazine kept in some other sepa
rate yet convenient location. In an emergen
cy, the magazine can be inserted and the 
pistol is ready to fire. 

Fit and finish of the 645 are superb pro
duction line work and suitable for duty use 
right out of the box . Though trigger pull is 
smooth , a gunsmith can easily customize 
the action if required. 

Felt recoil of the 645 is not sign ificantly 
different from that of a Government Model. 
However, one noti ceable difference be
tween the 645 and the Government Model is 

Nothing complex here. Quick and easy 
disassembly/assembly of the S&W 645 
makes maintenance an easy chore. 

the 645's muzzle whip , which lengthens 
recovery time and delays fo llow-up aimed 
shots. This problem is caused by the 645's 
line of bore , which is higher than that on the 
Government Model. For a shooter with 
average-sized hands, this leaves the tang of 
the 645 totally unsupported. 

This minor defect can be cured by lower
ing the tang or, preferably, remov ing some 
of the material at the root of the trigger 
guard (where it joins the front strap), giving 
the shooter a higher grip on the weapon. 
This modification takes advantage of the 
tang by lowering the line of the bore in 
relation to the shooter' s hand . 

As for actual shooting performance, the 
645 is not finicky about the ammo it ' s fed . 
Several hundred rounds of mixed-origin 
.45-caliber ammunition were fired during 
our testing with no stoppages or malfunc
tions of any kind. 

Holsters used during range testing were 
duty type, straight top draw, inside thumb 
break with adjustable tension device , pro
vided by Gordon Davis (Davis Leather 
Company, Dept. SOF, 3930 Valley Blvd., 
Number F, Walnut, CA 91789). 

A single-action only Model 745 lPSC 
10th anniversary commemorative is avai l
able fro m Smith & Wesson in limited 
quantity. Though some 645s have been 
modified in the field to function as single
action, I don't recommend it - this wi ll 
void your warranty. Should you decide on 
this course of action, be advised to check the 
credentials and reputation of the person 
doing the work. There are more gun butch
ers out there than gunsmiths. 

Smith & Wesson has done its homework. 
It foc used in on a demand in the duty 
firearms market and has filled it admirably 
with the Model 645. Though not a "per
fect" handgun (some shooters will argue 
that it is not even necessary) , the bottom line 
is that the Smith & Wesson 645 wi ll give a 
lot of cops what they want. And when 
you' re walking the beat, confidence in your 
sidearm goes a long way toward saving your 
life.~ 
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SOI~ UNIT REPORT 

172ND 
MOUNTAIN 

INFANTRY 
National Guard Retakes the High Ground 

by Warren Jorgensen 

Ice scaling is a dangerous but vital part of mountain training. 
Guardsman from the 172nd Mountain Infantry practices until 
he gets it perfect. Photo: Warren Jorgensen 

FOLLOWING THE ACTION 
After four years in the Marine Corps, Warren Jorgensen has 

turned his talents to freelance journalism. He's covered the 
Middle East, Central America and Northern Ireland for several 
international publications , including Soldier of Fortune. 
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I could almost make out voices and the fa int " chink" of ice 
axes high above me as 1 worked my way up the 65-degree, 

600-foot slope that ended at the base of 65-foot-high 
ice-covered cliffs. In the summer it would have been little more 
than a heavy walk even with my 20-pound pack , but now , in 
the dead stillness of a January snowfall, my chest was heaving 
at 3, 600 feet. 

I trudged on, a step at a time. Carefully. The entire mou ntain 
was under a blanket of snow , which in some places barely 
concealed slick ice patches that wouldn ' t offer me any footing 
and could send me sliding back down. I was less worried about 
falling than about having to climb this mountain again. 

I followed the crampon prints that wound their way upward 
into the mist , digging in each foot, getting it set, finding 
something to grab on to , pulling myself up and repeating the 
process . My off-the-shelf rubber soled boots , having proven 
themselves on hunting trips and assignments in far colder places 
than this , were next to useless, even dangerous , in these 
mountains . I began to hate those crampon prints. 

I felt the sweat running down my back and sides , and 
stopped to take off the heavy jacket I had put on down in the 
bivouac area against the 15-degree cold and high winds corning 
through the mountain notch. 

If there were infantry holding those heights , I thought , they 
would have time to recruit and train the guy who was going to 
shoot me. Slowly I continued toward the top. Rounding an 
outcropping , 1 was looking almost straight up and still had 40 
yards to go when I saw a trooper spread-eagled on a sheer 
perpendicular wall of ice, slowly inching .his way toward the 
top of the cliff with an ice axe in each hand . Men atop the cliff 
and below shouted encouragement, instructions and orders. 

This was " The Playground ," and the man scaling the ice 
wall was a member of the 3rd Battalion, l 72nd Mountain 
Infantry , U.S. Army National Guard , the first mountain unit to 
be formed since World War II. 

White letters on a blue background above the gate at 
headquarters read " MOUNTAIN" and tell the visitor that this 
is no ordinary Guard unit. Located 20 minutes northeast of 
Burlington, Vermont , the Mountain Warfare Training Center 
and School is home to the J 72nd Mountain Infantry , though 
members of all branches of the service train here. 

The I 72nd came into being in 1982. Authorized as a 
battalion , it is now at about two-thirds strength and its numbers 
and proficiency continue to grow. Authorization is eventually 
for a full brigade , to include the Rocky Mountain states and the 
North Central flatlands. 
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Basic gear for mountain troops includes carabiners, ropes and 
appropriate clothing to stay alive under winter conditions. 
Photo: U.S. Army 

Mountain warfare and training are different, and so are the 
men who practice them. Troops look sharp in mountain boots 
and gaiters, carabiners and safety lines dangling from their 
belts. They are confident and ready to face a challenge head-on , 
qualities instilled in them after hours spent jumping from the 
65-foot rappelling tower that now stands unused under a mantle 
of snow. 

They are the newest addition to a proud New England and 
mountain unit tradition that dates back to the French and Indian 
War. This is Vermont. It is not the land of the summer soldier 
or the sunshine patriot, and it never has been. 

Vermont traditionally has the highest per capita Guard 
enlistment, and the spirit of the citizen/soldier is very much 
alive here. Robert Rogers, a New Hampshire man , drew his 
rangers from all over this area and cut his notch in history. 



Mountain troops are generally men who respond to a 
challenge, are accustomed to isolation and cold , are 
independent, tough and work well in the small unit warfare that 
the mountains demand. 

The l 72nd fits into all these categories . As a Guard unit , 
these are hard New England boys from the upper reaches of 
New York , Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, where the 
thermometer drops below zero and the snow rises above your 
hips and stays there. Their mission is the saine in peacetime as 
in war - first, to operate in alpine terrain , and second, to 
operate effectively under winter conditions. Their rotations have 
occasionally taken them out to train with Austrian and Italian 
mountain units in the Alps , and they have a lower turnover and 
a higher re-enlistment rate than a regular Army unit. 

The l 72nd notwithstanding, the United States stands alone 
among its NATO allies in that it doesn't presently field a 
mountain unit. This despite the fact that the manual on 
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ABOVE: Moving as efficiently as possible in alpine terrain is 
the name of the game for mountain infantry. Skis are used 
whenever possible, though snowshoes are sometimes the only 
alternative. Photo: Warren Jorgensen 

mountain training justifies its existence by stating that there are 
mountains in nearly every country in the world , and that 
mountain warfare has been a part of almost every conflict in 
recorded history. And wherever they're located, mountains are 
strategic. In the United States alone, there are two major 
mountain ranges and a 3,000-mile border that's under snow six 
months out of the year. You have to wonder where the thinking 
has been. 

And there's a lot of catching up to do. Manuals are not 
up-to-date with modern techniques or equipment. Cold weather 
gear, the M 1950 series that came into issue during and after the 
Korean War, is cumbersome, heavy and hopelessly out of date . 
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BELOW: Although most NATO- and ComBloc - countries 
have mountain infantry units, the United States has only 
recently revitalized its own mountain warfare capability. These 
troops from 3rd Battalion, l 72nd Mountain Infantry are 
among the first to receive intensive mountain training. Photo: 
Warren Jorgensen 
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Although warm, it 's more suitable for a second siege of 
Leningrad than the swift, close-quarter combat, rapid movement 
and portability that modem warfare requires. 

For example , the basic unit, the "Akhio" group , is based 
around a covered fiberglass sled of the same name. Designed to 
haul 200 pounds, the sled usually ends up hauling closer to 300 
because it must carry a wide range of items , including the 
10-man arctic tent. This tent alone weighs 76 pounds and is 
suitable for little more than extended bivouac. A simple, 
lightweight two-man arctic tent isn ' t currently available in the 
inventory , although a search is underway and prototypes are 
now being tested . For the time being , troops of the l 72nd, if 
they don ' t use the large tent , simply dig a snow hole and make 
a warm and dry cocoon consisting of poncho, sleeping mat 
and bag. 

A couple of the local newspapers have sent reporters up here 
expecting to find a fully equipped force-in-readiness - rope 
over the shoulders, skis on their feet , a rifle in hand and a knife 
in their teeth - and were disappointed when they didn't find it. 
It isn't that easy or that fast. The 3rd Battalion will not be 
deployable until about 1988 and the full brigade , when it comes 
into being , is about eight years down the line. This time 
element is due to a number of factors . First, the Guard itself is 
a part-time force. More importantly , much of the time so far 
has been taken up with finding, testing and procuring new 
equipment. Polypropylene underwear, Goretex carnies and 
synthetic mountaineering boots will one day be standard issue , 
replacing the Ml 950 series . 

According to the center' s former commandant, Colonel Dave 
Freeman, the 172nd " has quite a ways to go when it comes to 
skiing, but in the area of climbing we are on par with most of 
the NATO countries. Germany and Austria are a cut above us , 
but we are as good , better even, than most of the others. " 

Unusually mild winters the last few years have hampered ski 
training , but each trooper is now issued state-of-the-art skis and 
may soon be allowed to keep them at home. In this way 
proficiency and mobility in the snow should increase . 

Mountain training has gone faster for a number of reasons, 
mainly because it 's available all year long. Two detachments 
have been sent to. the Alpinist's School run by the Austrian 
Army. When you take into consideration that the German Army 
formed its Gebirg, or mountain, units in 1915 , and the Italians 
and French prior to that , you can get an idea of what kind of a 
gap has already been closed. 

According to the book on mountain warfare , there are three 
adversaries that troops operating in the mountains must face: the 
enemy , the mountains and the weather. But the book has it 
backwards . 

The mountains cannot be defeated and the only constant 
about the weather is its unpredictability . To operate in the 
mountains you have to live with them, work with them, become 
part of them, use them to your advantage and accept the fact 
that they were here a long time before you and will be here 
long after you ' re gone. And you have to prepare yourself 
psychologically and physically to deal with and protect yourself 
from the weather. Then you can close with the enemy, kill and 
defeat him. That's what mountain warfare is all about. 

In mountain/winter operations there are 10,000 variables, and 
every one of them has the potential to kill you if you make a 
mistake . This is Infantry , Mountain. On top of the troops' basic 
infantry skills, a whole different set of requirements needs to be 
met to prepare them for the mountains . 

The subject range is wide, starting with basic ropes and knots 
(nine of them , and every one of them can save your life), 
rappelling (from the tower and a chopper) and belaying, rock 
hammers and ice axes, pitons, crampons , glissading (the art of 
controlled sliding) , rock and ice climbing, mountain walking , 
glacier ascents , descents and traverses , crevasse rescue (''throw 
' im down a hole and let 'im get himself out"), field expedient 
litters , buddy rappels , extended first aid, mountain and winter 
medical treatment, avalanches (and what to do if you' re buried 
in one) , one- and two-rope bridges, mountain direction finding 
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Getting up the mountain is only half the fight. Getting back 
down is equally important - and in many cases tougher. 
Photo: Warren Jorgensen 

using compass and an altimeter, weather forecasting, dressing 
for drastic climatic changes in the mountains, and of course, 
alpine and cross-country skiing. In almost every subject, the 
emphasis is put on night operations, with and without night 
vision goggles. To be here , you have to really want it. Not 
surprisingly, they've had very few dropouts . 

Where skills are initially lacking, the spirit is there . Tenfold. 
On the slopes it's evident that their skiing is not where it should 
be , at least technically . But they fall, get up, come down, 
p.ractice their moves, regroup, and head right back up. Again 
and again. Skiing is a skill acquired only with practice, and 



practice continues until the skis are as comfortable on their feet 
as a rifle is in their hands. 

During an afternoon of glacial traverse exercises, a trooper 
sat in the snow while a buddy held his bare feet inside his 
jacket , next to his skin, to warm them. Sergeant Tom Cook, a 
former Army Ranger instructor, explained , "He hung his 
booties (the inserts in the Koflach boots they wear) out last 
night, and put them on wet this morning. He 's been standing on 
ice all afternoon, and what we 've got here is a minor case of 
frostbite.'' 

The errant Guardsman was sent down off the mountain, mad 
at himself for making the mistake. He had learned a lesson that 
he wouldn ' t soon forget. 

Sergeant Pat Moriarity , another instructor, explained one of 
their problems to me later. "We have to keep a pretty close eye 
on them, have the section leaders check their feet every night , 
because they don ' t want to get sent down and miss out on 
anything ." The spirit is definitely here. 

Just below the crest of Smuggler' s Notch, with the snow 
falling and wind whipping across the crest , a bone-tired section 
shuffled into the bivouac area and fell in. Barely visible in the 
late afternoon darkness , their combined breath formed a vapor 
cloud around their heads. You could almost hear their hearts 
pounding as they stood at attention. 

Lieutenant John Merkle dismissed them, came over and 
introduced himself, almost crushing my hand in the process. "I 
took them on a little walk this afternoon, " he said with a smile , 
and told me about the four-hour bushwhacking march over the 
mountain they had just finished. 

" Had to teach them that walking in snowshoes is a bit harder 
in the bush than on a well-packed road," he said . l looked over 
at the tired troops . Many of them were leaning on their ski 
poles , but they looked as if they could go right out and do it 
again. 

At noon chow, I interrupted Specialist Fourth Class James 
Halleck as he alternately ate and busied himself cutting notches 

MOUNTAIN TROOPS LEAD THE WAY 
Hannibal fielded the first mountain troops as early as 200 

B.C. , when he led his men and elephants across the Alps -
much to the surprise of the Romans, who thought themselves 
safe behind this natural barrier. Since then, mountain units 
have played an important part in mankind 's many wars , often 
leading the way and turning the tide of battle. 

More recently , mountain units operated during the Revolu
tionary War. In one instance, Ethan Allen's Green Mountain 
Boys came down from the mountains , crossed frozen Lake 
Champlain, attacked the British garrison wintering there, de
feated them and carried their cannons back to Boston. Ameri
can colonists operated from .mountain bases throughout the 
war to harass British rear areas and supply lines. 

During the early stages of World War I , the slow going by 
Austro-Hungarian forces in Serbia can be partly attributed to 
their lack of effective mountain units . The German Army , on 
the other hand , had well-trained Gebirgsjaeger (mountain 
troops) and they operated with great success against the Roma
nians as well as the Italians in the Alps. 

Before attacking Finland in 1939, Stalin said that it would be 
a war of machines. The Finns thought differently. Using their 
experience and knowledge of the cold arctic wastelands , they 
held off the Soviets although vastly outnumbered. Superior 
numbers enabled the Soviets to eventually overwhelm Fin
land , but Stalin saw the importance of mountain troops and 
ordered winter/mountain training accelerated . By l 944 Rus
sian mountain troops were among the best in the world. Today, 
the Soviets can still field a formidable mountain/winter fight
ing force. Members of this force are currently getting on-the
job training in Afghanistan. 
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Guardsmen practice on a 65-foot rappelling tower before 
attempting to use their newly-learned skills in the mountains. 
Photo: U.S. Army 

in his boots to better take the bindings. In response to Dumb 
Question # 1, he laughed. 

" Do I like it? I love it! I did enough pushups to push down 
half of Camp Johnson for burning out their rappelling ropes. I 
came out of that chopper and only stopped once. Man, were 
they pissed off!' ' 

Dumb Question #2. " The hardest part is crevasse rescue. 
We did that yesterday . That was some scary shit! " 

Whether it's " scary shit" or not , the Guardsmen of the 
l 72nd Mountain Infantry stick with it. There were no quitters; 
Spec.4 Halleck had in fact just re-enlisted for another three-year 
hitch. These guys have what it takes to be the best , and given 
the right equipment and support, they ' ll soon stand in the ranks 
of the world 's best mountain infantry units. 

The spirit is definitely there. ~ 

During World War IT German mountain units operated on all 
fronts. In Russia they fought their way farther into the Soviet 
Union than any other unit and scaled the highest peaks of the 
Caucasus. In the Balkans they battled large partisan armies and 
in Italy helped slow the Allied advance to a crawl. 

By the winter of 1944 the German Army had stopped the 
Allied advance through Italy cold. They held Mount Belvidere 
and the 1,500-foot Riva Ridge , which was less heavily de
fended because they considered it too difficult to climb. The 
newly-formed American 10th Mountain Division thought dif
ferently. On the night of 18 January 1945 , aided by Italian 
alpine guides, elements of the unit made the 10-hour climb, 
threw the German defenders off the ridge and spearheaded the 
attack on Mount Belvidere. The gates to the Po Valley were 
soon opened and the Allies were able to move on . 

The U.S. Army elected to disband its mountain division at 
the end of World War Il, but nations around the world con
tinued to field these units. Today mountain units are generally 
organized into brigades , although India fields 10 mountain 
divisions, Switzerland three, Spain two, China and France one 
each. Other nations , such as Italy and Sweden , have a suffi
cient number of independent brigades to bring their total 
mountain troop strength up to division level. 

Since mountains exist on every continent, nations with 
international interests find it necessary to have units trained to 
fight in this rugged environment. While the United States 
presently lacks an effective mountain fighting force , the 10th 
Mountain Division is coming back into service - but is 
currently " Mountain " in name only. Steps are being taken to 
remedy the shortage of mountain/winter troops. The l 72nd 
and the Mountain Warfare Training Center are certainly steps 
in the right direction. 
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W ITH the U.S. military's preference 
for assault rifles, American weapons 

)manufacturers have generally been hesitant 
to produGe submachine guns . But while the 
Pentagon has for the most part spumed sub
machine guns , U .S. lawmen have not. For 
special-tactic teams at the local and federal 
levels - and both sides in the ongoing drug 
war - submachine guns often are the 
weapon of choice. 

Lawmen and drug smugglers choose a 
submachine gun for the same reasons that 
have made the weapon effective in the 
hands of certain armies . It's much better 
suited than the assault rifle for house clear
ing, close-quart!!rS combat and other urban 
scenarios . And a good submachine gun still 
delivers the high-volume firepower needed 
in arribushes and raids. It's small, hides 
easily and can be carried further without 
fatigue; it's preferable in dim light, for en
gaging unarmored moving targets and for 
use in thick vegetation. 

Major U.S. arms manufacturers have 
been ho-hum on the submachine gun since 
Smith & Wesson dropped its M76 in 1970. 
So most U.S. police departments, federal 
agencies and specialty military units ended 
up with foreign-made subguns, usually the 
Israeli UZI or the German H&K MPS . 

Now, for the fi rst time in decades, a ma
jor American manufacturer is introducing a 
new submachine gun, the Colt 9mm SMG. 

Despite its rather generic-sounding 
name, Pentagon planners might like the 
Colt 9mm SMG , if for no other reason than 
because it's based on Colt's Ml6A2 rifle 
issued to U.S. armed forces. The Colt 9mm 
SMG is an abbreviated version of that 
weapon. It has a 10.S-inch barrel and a 
shortened handguard. Its telescoping butt
stock is the same one used by Colt on the 
company's MI6A2 .223 Carbine (Model 
723), .223 Commando (Model 733) and the 
semiautomatic 9mm AR-IS. 

The M16 ancestry of the new Colt 9mm 
SMG is also obvious in the large, .223-sized 
magazine well from which the skinny 9mm 
magazine - available in· 20- and 32-round 
double-column box - extends. A plastic 
spacer fills the void . The SMG's tri-mode 
selector switch , magazine release button, 
charging handle and ejection port dust cover 
will all be familiar to anyone who's ever 
handled an Ml6. 

Don ' t look for a gas system like that of 
the M16A2 , though. The Colt SMG uses an 
unlocked blowback design. 

.It fires from a closed-bolt position, allow
ing excellent practical accuracy for single 
shots. And tbe Colt SMG has a standard 
feature not found on the H&K MPS, which 
is probably the most popular closed-bolt 
submachine gun. Colt ' s SMG bolt locks 
open on the last shot , a nice feature because 
it signals the need to reload and makes that 
process quicker. 

The Colt SMG ' s cyclic rate of full-auto 
fire is about 800 rounds per minute, varying 
slightly depending on ammunition. A 9mm 
NATO ball has a velocity of 1,300 feel/ 
second leaving the muzzle of the SMG's 
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Colt Reintroduces the SMG 
by Emanuel Kapelsohn 

With stock extended or retracted, the 9mm 
Colt SMG is longer than the UZI or the 
H&K MPS, a vital consideration in 
restricted situations like rappelling. Photo: 
M. Vevera 
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Emanuel Kapelsohn is president of 
The Peregrine Corporation, a defense 
consulting firm based in Princeton, New 
Jersey. After graduating from Yale with 
honors, Kapelsohn received his law de
gree frnm Harvai:d. Certified by the FBI, 
the NRA and the American Pistol Insti
tute as a firearms instructor, he has also 
been declared an expert witness on 
firearms by the New York Supreme 
Court. Among other endeavors, Kapel
sohn has worked as a private investiga
tor, a bodyguard, a technical editor for 
Police Marksman Magazine and a 
corporate security adviser. Readers will 
remember his name from other firearms 
articles in SOF. 

barrel. 
The weapon weighs S.7S pounds empty 

without magazine , or 7 .07 pounds with 
loaded 32-round stick , about the same as the 
H&K MPS and over 1 . S pounds less than 
the UZI. 

Stock-extended length of the Colt SMG is 
28.9 inches, two or three inches longer than 
the MPS (26. 7 inches) or the UZI (2S.6 
inches). The difference is even greater when 
the stock is retracted. Colt' s SMG length 
drops to 2S.6 inches , the same as the UZI 
with its stock extended. 

So in the stock-retracted mode, Colt's 
weapon is not nearly as compact as either 
the UZI or the H&K MPSA3, both under 19 
inches with folded stocks. Therefore , while 
the Colt compares favorably in length with 
an extended stock, the MP5A3 and the UZI 
are easier to hide and more compact with 
stocks folded . This could make a definitive 
difference in transportation, use by para
troopers, in rappelling, or in other situations 
involving constricted areas. 

It was obviously more convenient for 
Colt to use an existing telescoping buttstock 
design. And that design does provide a more 
rigid and comfortable stock, almost as good 
as that of a fixed-buttstock weapon . The 
Colt SMG's longer buttstock is a good de
sign for shooters who favor the hip assault 
position. 

I test-fired a Colt 9mm SMG on three 
separate occasions, first at Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, where it was evaluated by 
various federal agencies. My second and 
third shooting sessions with the weapon 
were at the Connecticut State Police Range 
and the Glastonbury Police Range , both 
near Colt's West Hartford plant. 

Seven shooters, including myself, all repre
senting a wide range of shooting experience 
and skill levels, participated in testing two 
different Colt 9mm SMGs. Well over 1,000 
rounds were fired through the two guns. In
cluded were commercial and NA TO-spec, 
full-metal-jacket ball made by one foreign and 
three domestic manufacturers; two brands of 
hollowpoints with widely differing bullet con
figurations; and hundreds of rounds of re
loaded ammunition. 
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The only malfunction was a single fai l
ure-to-feed by one of over 250 hollowpoint 
rounds fired. This aspect of the evaluation 
would be more complete with some rigor
ous endurance and environmental tests , 
something I did not have the opportunity to 
do. But the SMG's excellent rel iability in 
digest ing this many rounds of mixed 
ammunition is certainly an indication that it 
is not a finicky eater. 

Hollowpoint ammunition sees limited 
use in most military scenarios. But it is 
much more in demand by special response 
and tactical entry law enforcement teams , 
who mu st be concerned wit h over
penetration , especially in cases involving 
hostages or critical equipment like nuclear 
reactors, aircraft, electronics , or flammable 
and explosive materials. 

The test group fired the SMG in both the 
underarm assault and shoulder positions, 
burst firing at single and multiple targets at 
ranges varying from point blank out to about 
35 yards. Very limited muzzle climb greatly 
enhanced aim control during full automatic 
fire. It was easy firing from the shoulder to 
consistent ly place two- or three-shot bursts 
on the torso of a silhouette target out to 

30-plus yards. This isn't as easy as it sounds 
with other ~ubmachine guns and may be 
attributable in the case of the Colt 9mm 
SMG to the manufacturer's use of an in-line 
des ign, which minimizes muzzle rise . 

When setting the SMG in the semiauto 
mode for single shots on targets out to 100 
yards, it was easy to print IO-shot groups of 
less than 10 inches when firing from a stable 
position . 

Colt's SMG has an excellent rear sight, 
adjustable for windage and with flip-type 
apertures marked for 50 and 100 meters. 
The well-designed short-range setting uses 
a very large aperture with a thin "ghost 
ring" around it , an extremely fas t combina
tion. The front sight is adjustable for eleva
tion . These are some of the best sights I've 
seen on a submachine gun . When combined 
with closed-bolt firi ng, a rigid buttstock and 
good M I 6A2-type trigger pull , the sights 
allow the Colt SMG to be fired with carbine-

Even disassembled the Colt 9mm SMG 
readily reflects its MJ 6 ancestry. The 
20-round magazine is loaded with 
Winchester Silvertip hollowpoints , the 
32-round with NA TO-spec, full-metal-jacket 
ammo. 

COLT 9mm SMG SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber . ............ .. . ... ... 9mm 

Action ...... . . ......... .. ... . Unlocked blowback semi/full auto . 
Magazine capacity . . .. .. ... .. . . 20 and 32 round available. 
Weight ... . ................. . . 5.75 pounds 

-with 20-round magazine . . .. . . 6.67 pounds 
-with 32-round magazine . .. .. . 7.07 pounds 

Length (stock extended) ........ 28 .88 inches 

Length (stock retracted) ....... . 25.63 inches 

Sights ...... . ..... '· .. . ... . . ... Apertures for 50 meters and 100 meters, adjustable 
for windage. Front post adjustable for elevation. 

Barrel length .............. . .. IO. 5 inches 

Muzzle velocity (9mm NATO) ... 1300 feet/second 

Muzzle energy (9mm NATO) . . . 431 feet/pound 
Cyclic rate of fire (RPM) ....... 800-1000 
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like accuracy. 
Practical effective range of this weapon 

should extend to perhaps 150 meters. To 
full y evaluate the gun 's potential for accura
cy, I mounted a compact Bushnell Lite Site 
on its carrying handle, using the quick
detachable ARMS mount (a variety of low
light optics or lighting devices can be 
attached to the Colt SMG's carrying han
dle). Firing Winchester 9mm Silvertip hol
lowpoints - which produced the best 
accuracy of any of the loads tested - the 
SMG printed I 0-shot groups of 6-7 inches at 
100 yards. 

A crucial test of the SMG' s suitability for 
use by tactical entry teams was our firing at 
hostile-and-hostage targets. With an 800 
rpm cyclic rate in full au to , even those with 
a nimble trigger finger could not get off 
single shots. If the situation calls for a single 
shot, the SMG's selector switch must be 
placed in that mode. Shooting quickly from 
the standing position at up to 15 yards , it 
was easy to place head shots on the hostile 
target with a margin of safety for the hos
tage, again thanks to the SMG's good trig
ger , good sights, rigid buttstock and closed 
bolt. 

In handling, the SMG's well-shaped pis
tol grip, buttstock length and good balance 
allowed easy, one-handed control wh ile 
opening doors and performing similar ma
neuvers. Its M 16-type selector lever and 
magaz ine re lease show good bio
engineering and are much easier to use than 
those on some competing submachine guns 
which cannot be reached with the strong 
hand in firing position . 

In assault-position firing, the gun was 
easy to point accurate ly. Both guns we 
tested were equipped with the familiar bird
cage-type fl ash suppressor. Colt has also 
constructed the gun with a sound suppressor 
built into what appears to be an elongated 
(Ml 6-length) hand guard that extends all the 
way to the SMG' s muzzle. 

Colt has said the SMG was developed 
without regard to any specific military con
tract. It would be quite suitable to para
troops in an airborne assault scenario . 

A Colt spokesman told SOF that " there 
are some [U.S.] government agencies we 
expect contract awards from ," but he de
clined to specify which agencies are evalu
ating the weapon. Colt's 9mm SMG cer
tainly has great potential in this area , espe
cially with local and federal law enforce
ment agencies, given its high compatibility 
with Winchester Silvertip hollowpoints and 
competitive retail price of $775. 

No doubt Colt hopes to see its 9mm SMG 
penetrate the foreign market, especially 
countries in which the M 16 and its clones 
are standard issue. The spokesman said Colt 
has just started getting demos and samples 
out to potential fo reign buyers and that Colt 
had already received a small order from a 
Middle East nation that he declined to 
name. 

Given its compactness , reliabil ity , versa
tility and home-grown heritage, Colt ' s 9mm 
SMG will definitely be one to watch. ~ 
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SOI~ SHOOTING 

ARMSON'S 

BRIGHT 
SIGHTS 

All the Better to See You With 

MILITARY and civilian minions of the 
Evil Empire lurk in the shadows. And 

contact with the enemy - on the streets or 
in the bush - usually occurs between dusk 
and dawn. 

Drawing a bead under these lighting con
ditions should not be a hit-and-miss prop
osition . Unfortunately, it has been ever 
since firearms were first used to settle dis
putes. Though night vision devices have 
solved this dilemma for modern military 
and law enforcement services, few of us 
have $5,000 to shell out for such sophisti
cated equipment. Additionally, night vision 
gimmickry is not yet small enough to be 
attached to concealment weapons. How 
then can we tip the odds in our favor when 
the light begins to fail? 

Armson , Inc. (Dept. SOF, 37716 Hills 
Tech Drive , Farmington Hills, MI 48018. 
(313) 553-4960) has been slicing through 
shadows since its introduction of the 
Occluded Eye Gunsight (O.E.G.) several 
years ago (see " Armson 's Deadly Dot," 
SOF, July '84). Developed in South Africa 
for combat operations in the deep bush and 
used by Colonel Arthur "Bull" Simons in 
the 1970 Son Tay prison raid, its luminous 
red dot, mounted to well-worn MI 6s, has 
also greased no small number of Marxist 
guerrillas in El Salvador. 

Applying the same nuclear technology to 
handguns , Armson has recently developed 
what they call Trij icon self-luminous inserts 
fo r pistols , with applications to some rifles 
and shotguns as well. 

Each insert is self-contained within a metal 
cylinder. A tritium isotope inside the cylinder 
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LEFT: Two types of rear sights can be 
installed on most pistols: two horizontal 
bars, as seen on Browning Hi-Power, or two 
tritium dots, as shown on Glock 17. 

LOWER LEFT: Warning label on slide of 
Glock 17 states that sights contain nuclear 
isotope tritium, and absolves Armson of 
liability in case of user injury. 

provides the energy source and reacts with a 
phosphor (any substance that can be stimu
lated to emit light by incident radiation) that is 
also in the cylinder. 1bis mini-nuclear reaction 
between the tritium and the phosphor gener
ates a green light that will glow brilliantly for 
at least ten years. Since this reaction is self
perpetuating, there is no need to expose these 
inserts to another light source to reactivate the 
tritium - it will glow continuously on its 
own. To complete this package, each lamp is 
protected by a shock-proof clear sapphire 
crystal. 

This three-dot (or one dot and two bars) 
sighting system requires that one insert be 
installed in the front sight and two in the rear 
sight. It sounds impressive, but how well 
does it work when the sun starts to set and 
visibility crumbles? 

For SOF' s test and evaluation we chose to 
install Trijicon self-luminous sights on five 
different pistols: a Colt stainless steel Offi
cer's Model (.45 ACP), Walther stainless 
steel PPK (.380 ACP), Heckler & Koch 
P7M8 (9mm) , Browning P35 Hi-Power 
(9mm) and Glock 17 (9mm). 

Though installation requirements differ 
slightly with each gun model, the principle 

MARCH 87 

ABOVE: Five pistols were used in SOF's 
test and evaluation of Armson's Trijicon 
self-luminous sights (clockwise from top) : 
stainless steel Walther PPK (.380 ACP), 
Glock 17 (9mm Parabellum), Browning 
Hi-Power (9mm Parabellum), stainless steel 
Colt Officer's Model (.45 ACP) and Heckler 
& Koch P7M8 (9mm Parabellum). 
Amazingly, all sight conversions run less 
than $200. 

remains the same: Holes, 5/64 inch in diam
eter, must be drilled through the front and 
rear sight blades , .020 inches from the top. 
Heckler & Koch P7 pistols are already 
tapped with the necessary 1/4-inch-deep 
holes. The Colt Officer' s Model and Wal
ther PPK require thicker rear sight blades 
than those provided by the factory. Both the 
front and rear plastic sights on the Glock 17 
are replaced by steel equivalents. The 
Browning Hi-Power - a so-called "New 
Model Single Action'' with high-profile 
combat sights - was fitted with two self
luminous bars at the rear. 

We tested these excellent sights under 
every possible lighting scenario . In bright 
sunlight they detract not one whit from the 
all-important flash front-sight picture. In 
dimly lit interiors, at dusk or dawn, in the 
deepest shade or the dead of night , in back 
alleys or the darkest rain forest, they glow 
with outstanding brilliance. In the very en
vironments where trouble is most likely to 
lurk , target acquisition and hit probability 
take quantum leaps forward. If you don't 
take our word for it , ask the FBI. Tests at 
their academy have demonstrated a five
fold increase in night-firing accuracy. 

Some of our test personnel preferred the 
bar/dot system mounted on the Browning 
Hi-Power. Others felt the three-dot system 
rendered faster sight alignment. If you ' re 
like me and prefer to concentrate on the 
front sight when shooting under stress, it 
makes no difference whether bars or dots 
occupy the rear sight. 

The best news is that such high-tech 
perfection will not empty your wallet. Since 
all Heckler & Koch P7 pistols are pre
drilled for these inserts , a set of Trijicon 
sights for this series costs only $81.95, in
stalled. Glock 17 owners can pay either 
$114 .95 for the sights alone or have 
Armson's gunsmith install them for a total 
cost of $149.50 . A three-dot sys~em , using 
MMC-type rear sights, will cost $158.60 
for the Colt Officer ' s Model and $165 .75 
for Walther PP, PPK or PPK/S pistols , com
pletely installed. A bar/dot system fitted to 
the Browning Hi-Power will set you back 
$124.15. . 

Prices for other handguns are compara
ble. To make the modification, Armson re
quires only the slides from semiautomatic 
pistols. Therefore, no Federal Firearms 
License (FFL) is required to ship or receive 
this part. If you want Trijicon sights in
stalled on a revolver, you will have to ship 
the entire weapon through an FFL holder. 
Semiauto pistol slides and revolvers should 
be sent directly to Armson . Contact them 
for details. 

I recommend this outstanding and useful 
product without reservation. If you prowl 
about when the moon is full , you need a set 
of Armson's Trijicons. You shouldn ' t bet 
your life on anything less. "9Z 
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SOI~ VIETNAM 

TARGET 
p 

ARVN Jumps Fence into Laos 

V IETNAMIZA TION of the war, as the 
Pentagon described it, was well under

way in 1970. U.S . ground troops - by that 
time involved mainly in defensive opera
tions - knew the end of Uncle Sam's pres
ence was near. The enemy knew it, too, and 
was eager to take advantage of the situation. 

By then , even the American press had 
caught on that the Ho Chi Minh Trail was 
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by David C. Isby 

not just a figment of LBJ's imagination. In 
the fall of 1970, near the trail 's route 
through southern Laos, allied intelligence 
reported a large accumulation of North 
Vietnamese Army (NV A) supplies at points 
designated Base Areas 604 and 611 , just 
west of South Vietnam's Quang Tri Prov
ince . As later events were to prove, the 
supply build-up was in preparati'on for an 

1STINFANTRY 
DIVISION 

LZGREEN 

• 

NV A spring offensive aimed at capturing 
Quang Tri Province. 

With a steady flow of solid intelligence 
coming in, the U.S. Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam (MACY) decided it 
would be a good chance for South Viet
namese troops to " get some" on their own. 
If the troops of the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam (ARYN) could successfully de-

e LZGRASS 

1st RANGER · 
GROUP 
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e 
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stroy the pre-positioned equipment and sup
plies, it would not only upset plans for the 
communists ' spring offensive, but it might 
also disrupt the logistical network farther 
down the Ho Chi Minh Trail that would 
support NV A operations in South Vietnam 
and Cambodia during the next summer. 

Coordinating with the ARYN high com
mand, MACY drew up a plan - known as 
Lam Son 7 I 9 - to attack the North Viet
namese in February and March. The de
struction of NV A supply dumps in the 
Cambodian incursion of 1970 had shown 
that these types of operations could be effec
tive. And a solid ARYN victory prior to a 
U.S. pull-out would at least leave the 
Saigon government with a psychological 
edge in the war. Success in such an opera
tion would be proof that Vietnamization 
was working and that Saigon could fight its 
own war. 

As a practical matter, MACY had to let 
ARYN conduct thecross-borderop. A U.S . 
Senate resolution banning U.S . ground 
troops from Cambodia and Laos had been 
passed in 1970. 

The Plan 
Lam Son 719 called for AR VN troops to 

cross into Laos from the old American base 
at Khe Sanh, scene of major fighting in 
1968 . ARYN would then advance along 
route QL-9 to seize the operational objec
tive, Tchepone. 

Route QL-9 was a dirt road that ran along 
the valley of the Xe Pon River. The valley 
was narrow and contained many boulders 
and rock outcroppings that would make ex
cellent cover for tank-killer teams. So armor 
would have to stay on the road, which was 
overlooked on both sides by high , jungle
covered mountains. 

Tchepone, 45 kilometers into Laos, was a 
once-sleepy mountain village that had 
grown into a bustling NV A logistical nerve 
center. It was a central transshipment and 
supply point for North Vietnamese forces . 

Planners tried to pick the cream of 
ARVN's crop to attack Tchepone: two bri
gades of the !st ARYN Infantry Division, 
three brigades of the 1st ARYN Airborne 
Division, the entire 1st ARYN Armored 
Brigade, two brigades of the I st Vietnamese 
Marine Division and two entire ARYN 
Ranger Groups . Most of these troops were 
seasoned combat veterans, although many 
untested recruits were added to bring the 

STRATEGIST AT WORK 
David Isby is widely known among 

·long-time SOF readers as a former con
tributing editor and Soviet analyst. He is 
known in military circles as an author 
and expert on the Soviet military. David 
was editor of Strategy and Tactics Maga
zine from 1970-79. His books include 
"Weapons and Tactics of the Soviet 
Army" and " Armies of NATO's Cen
tral Front, " both published by Jane's , 
and " Russia's War in Afghanistan," 
published by Osprey Books. 
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TOP: An ARVN M41 tank column rolls into 
Laos during Lam Son 719. Tanks could not 
maneuver off the single dirt road to the 
objective and many were later destroyed or 
abandoned. 

ABOVE: An American medevac crew lands 
with wounded South Vietnamese troops at a 
U.S. fire support base on the Laotian 
border during Lam Son 719. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

units up to strength. Officers at all levels 
were U.S. -trained as part of Vietnarniza
tion. Planners figured the chances of suc
cess for ARYN couldn't be higher, under 
the circumstances . 

The attack plan was laid out in two 
stages . The first stage called for the I st 
Armored Brigade to move up QL-9 to 
Objective Aloui , halfway to Tchepone. Us
ing hebcopters, the ! st Airborne Division 
and the Rangers were to establish a series of 
fire support bases (FSB) noi;th of the land 
route. Protecting the flank against counter
attack, the ! st ARYN Division was to estab
lish similar bases to the south along an 
escarpment parallel to QL-9. These posi
tions were designed to protect the line of 
communications of the 1st Armored Bri
gade, with the FSBs established by the 1st 
Division , paratroopers, and Rangers being 
leapfrogged forward as the armor advanced 

--

along the ridges to the north and south. 
In the second stage, once Objective Aloui 

had been secured, the 1st Armored Brigade 
was to press on to Tchepone. As in the first 
stage of the offensive, flanking support 
would be provided by the 1st Airborne and 
1st ARYN divisions. 

Tchepone was to be encircled, then 
taken. After this, a series of sweeps around 
the area would destroy supplies and engage 
the enemy. The ARYN was to stay in Laos 
for two months, blocking North Vietnamese 
use of the trail and road system before with
drawing at the start of the rainy season in 
May. Serious resistance was not expected . 

But no matter how well planned the op
eration was, it's always useful to remember 
the adage of a great German general. "No 
plan survives contact with the enemy," 
Field Marshal Helmuth Von Moltke said . 

U.S. Involvement 
If U .S . ground forces could not cross the 

border , planners would certainly use them 
to full advantage inside South Vietnam to 
support Lam Son 719. Uncle Sam's support 
operation - dubbed Dewey Canyon II -
involved the IOlst Airborne Division, the 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mecha
nized) and the 11th Infantry Brigade of the 
America] Division, as well as other support 
and aviation units. As well as providing 
support for the South Vietnamese inside 
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Once the NVA cut off the ARVN column 
pushing into Laos by road, all available 
aircraft had to be called in for resupply -
and later evacuation. Photo: U.S. Army 

Laos, U.S. troops would also serve to block 
and tie down North Vietnamese forces 
along the DMZ and protect ARYN supply 
routes along QL-9 into Laos. [See accom
panying story by Keith William Nolan.] 

Dewey Canyon II preceded Lam Son 719 
by several days. The lOlst Airborne Divi
sion was designated to seize Khe Sanh, plus 
the border areas near QL-9, as a prelude to 
kicking off Lam Son 719. Dewey Canyon II 
launched 29 January 1971. By 5 February, 
the "Screaming Eagles" had secured Khe 
Sanh and the road to the border. Khe Sanh 
became the advanced operating field for all 
helicopter sorties into Laos. 

With that accomplished, Lam Son 719 
opened at 0700 on 8 February, when ele
ments of the 1st Armored Brigade crossed 
into Laos along QL-9. American support 
elements had softened up resistance over the 
border with a massive artillery bombard
ment and 11 B-52 strikes. 

Coinciding with ARYN ground elements 
were airmobile ops. Three battalions of the 
3rd Regiment, !st ARYN Division were 
deployed from two landing zones (LZ) in
side Laos , designated Hotel and Blue. One 
Ranger battalion landed at LZ Ranger 
South, and two battalions of the 1st Air
borne landed at two LZs, 31 and 30. 

The operation went well during the first 
day . ARVN's 1st Armored Brigade ad
vanced nine kilometers along QL-9 against 
minimal resistance. On the 10th, Objective 
Aloui was seized by a battalion of the I st 
ARYN, and the 1st Armored Brigade rolled 
in during the afternoon. On the flanks , prog-
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ress continued. LZ Delta was seized by the 
!st ARYN. 

But rather than maintaining its momen
tum and pushing on toward the objective at 
Tchepone, the armored brigade spent the 
next two days consolidating its position 
around Objective Aloui, while the heli
lifted infantry continued to secure its flanks. 

The 1st ARYN did seize two more LZs, 
Don and Delta, while a Ranger battalion 
was airlanded in LZ Ranger North. To help 
secure the route north to Tchepone, another 
airborne battalion airlanded with artillery 
and supplies. This formed a salient north of 
Aloui up on QL-9. But for all intents and 
purposes the offensive had bogged down. 

The easy part of Lam Son 719 was now 
over. 

NV A Strikes Back 
The surprise of NV A commanders at this 

daring cross-border strike did not last long. 
After an initial hesitation to assess the situa
tion, the NV A reacted with typical profes
sionalism and force . They hit the QL-9 
supply route to Operation Aloui. This was 
the first glitch in the allied operational plan. 

Planners had counted on making most of 
their resupply runs by truck along QL-9. 
They figured U.S. and ARYN helo assets 
would only be needed to supply the flanking 
fire support bases. But by the end of the first 
week, the NVA had cut off the road . This 
meant that ARYN troops inside Laos would 
have to be resupplied by helicopter for the 
remainder of Lam Son 719. 

With Highway QL-9 cut in two, NV A 
commanders stepped up the counterattack. 
Hard-fighting NV A light infantry units be
gan to pour into the area, supported by 
numerous anti-aircraft batteries, howitzers 
and other artillery, and armor. The com
munists had demonstrated ample skill with 

heavy weapons in I Corps in the fighting of 
1968-69, yet American and South Viet
namese operational commanders expressed 
surprise when these heavily supported NV A 
units began an effective counterattack. 

NV A counterattacks hit the northern 
flank of the QL-9 salient, north of Objective 
Aloui. On 20 February, after suffering 
heavy casualties in a major engagement the 
day before, the South Vietnamese 39th 
Ranger Battalion had to abandon LZ Ranger 
North. Attacks were also launched on South 
and Objective 31, the latter being held by 
ARYN paratroopers. FSB Delta was over-

Crewmen in this Huey watch as three 
members of an ARVN LRRP team are 
hastily evacuated from Laos to Khe Sanh 
during Lam Son 719. American crews 
braved intense fire from NV A troops to 
rescue trapped allies. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 
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run by NV A infantry and tank units on 25 
February. Attacks on QL-9 escalated, now 
aimed at cutting the overland supply line to 
the !st Armored Brigade. 

Fearful that a successful counterattack 
might leave thousands of their troops cut off 
inside Laos, ARYN commanders acted to 
shore up their sagging offensive . The 
ARVN's !st Armored Brigade left its posi
tion around Objective Aloui and attacked 
north to relieve heavily engaged airborne 
forces at Objective 31. Elements of the 1st 
ARYN Infantry Division were lifted onto 
LZs north and west of QL-9. Fierce fighting 
ensued. 

Efforts by AR VN commanders to rekin
dle their offensive failed. By 28 February 
the spark had died. All energy that might 
have restarted the drive into Laos was now 
being drained away to secure the rear line of 
communications and ARVN 's northern 
flank. Only an air assault into Tchepone 
could salvage the operation, they decided. 
But they would need help. They called 
MACY . 

Left with little choice, U.S. commanders 
began gathering all available helo assets that 
could be spared. It would be one of the 
biggest airrnobile assaults of the war. On 3 
March, the 1st ARYN Division was lifted 
from its guard positions on the southern 
flank of the !st Armored Brigade to the 
escarpment overlooking Tchepone. The 
landings were all combat assaults. NV A air 
defense artillery was deadly . Eleven heli
copters were lost, 44 damaged . 

The ARVN high command was now 
throwing in all their remaining forces. The 
1st ARYN Infantry Division was reinforced 
by a third regiment that had been held in 
reserve in eastern Quang Tri Province. Thus 
strengthened, and backed up by U.S . heli
copters drawn from throughout the country, 
the !st Infantry Division was to take Tche
pone. 

On 6 March, two battalions of the 2nd 
Regiment, 1st ARYN Division , were air
lifted into LZ Hope just north ofTchepone. 
They fought their way into the town and 
raised South Vietnam's flag over the rubble 
remaining from repeated air strikes. 

But more and more NV A reinforcements 
were pouring into the area. Their first 
assignment was to hit ARVN's lst Infantry 
Division . The men of the I st could not hold 
without armor, despite intense air support. 
ARVN's armor was still blocked north of 
Objective Aloui. ARVN 's 1st Division 
would have to withdraw . A helo evacuation 
began 10 March. 

U.S . helicopter pilots repeatedly ran a 
gauntlet of intense anti-aircraft fire to effect 
the evacuation. Time was severely limited. 
Believing that each flight in might be the 
last, pilots urged every man possible to grab 
on to the helicopters any way they could. 
Choppers set down back in Vietnam with 
battle-weary ARYN troops literally hanging 
from the struts. 

Now-famous photos of these landings 
were transmitted back to the States . As they 
did in the Tet Offensive of 1968, stateside 
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TOP: ARVN suffered heavy casualties 
during Lam Son 719 from RPG-2 anti-tank 
rocket launchers like the one carried here 
by an NV A infantryman. 

ABOVE: This North Vietnamese photo 
shows an ARVN M48 knocked out and 
overrun by NV A infantrymen during Lam 
Son 719. The weapon in the foreground is a 
7 .62 SGMB machine gun. 

editors decided on the basis of photos alone, 
without waiting for more definitive in
formation, that Lam Son 719 was a defeat 
for South Vietnam and the United States. 
This time they happened to be right. 

The withdrawal continued and NV A 
pressure continued to increase. A battalion 
of the lst ARYN Infantry Division waiting 
on the banks of the Xe Pon River as a 
covering force was hit and wiped out. In 
other places, an orderly retreat degenerated 
into a panicky rout. By 18 March, all 
ARYN positions west of Objective Aloui, 
the !st Annored's base of operations , were 
evacuated. 

On the 19th, the !st Armored Brigade, 
which had previously withdrawn back to its 
defensive positions at Objective Aloui, be
gan to retreat along QL-9 toward the South 
Vietnamese border. It was ambushed by the 
NV A. Disabled vehicles prevented ARYN 
from pushing through the ambush on the 
narrow dirt road. The NV A had set up a 
blocking force behind them. Panic spread. 

Then fully functional armored vehicles 
were abandoned by ARYN, prompting calls 
for U.S. helicopter strikes to destroy the 
abandoned vehicles in order to prevent their 
capture. 

The ARYN Airborne, itself hard pressed, 
was unable to keep the flank of the column 
secured. On 20 March, thousands of U.S. 
sorties from helicopters, tactical aircraft and 
B-52s were launched in support of the re
treating column. 

On the flanks , the remainder of the South 
Vietnamese forces were being withdrawn 
by U.S. helicopters. NVA forces caused 
heavy losses there, too, hitting 28 of the 44 
helicopters assigned to the evacuation. 

This withdrawal saw some of the heaviest 
fighting of the operation, with repeated North 
Vietnamese attempts to cut the route. There 
was some panic, but the majority of the South 
Vietnamese forces fought bravely . 

But the NVA 's combination of light in
fantry liberally supplied with RPG-7s, 
mines and roadblocks, backed up by exten
sive artillery and air defense assets , was an 
effective one. Morale in ARYN ranks 
dropped drastically. ARVN's airborne 
troops and marines abandoned key positions 
and mobbed the evacuation helicopters. 

Despite the hundreds of rescue sorties by 
U.S. helicopters , much of ARVN's 1st 
Armored Regiment had to fight its way out 

Continued on page 74 
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SOI~ SOUTH AMERICA 

PERu~s 
SEND ERO 

LUMINOSO 
Down the ''Shining Path'' 
to · Anarchy by Charlie Harris 

H URLING crude dynamite charges with 
Incan llama-hair slings , hooded guer

rillas of the Peruvian Sendero Luminoso 
blast their "shining path" to communism. 

Crude weapons are not the only hallmark 
of these bizarre left wing extremists. Fana
tical, ruthless and dangerous, the Sendero 
Luminoso, or guerrillas of the "Shining 
Path ," combine Andean mysticism with 
Maoism and follow a leader whom they 
believe is the reincarnation of an ancient 
Incan chief. They issue no manifestos , 
make no statements , refuse to negotiate and 
view Peking , Moscow , Havana and 
Washington with equal disdain. As the 
largest clandestine organization fighting 
Peru 's democratic government, the Sendero 
Luminoso may well be the last Maoists on 
earth still under arms and fighting. 

Born of the turbulence that affected the 
communist movement in Peru in the mid-
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Public burial of a Senderista terrorist 
demonstrates wide popular support in some 
impoverished regions of Peru for Sendero 
Luminoso. Such support baffies government 
officials and police since Sendero terrorists 
offer no manifestos, claim no goals and 
refuse to negotiate. 

LATIN AMERICA 
SPECIALIST 

Charlie Harris is a former major in the 
U.S . Marine Corps who served two 
tours of duty in Vietnam as an adviser 
and helicopter pilot. He also worked on
and-off for l 0 years in Latin America as 
a U.S. government employee. Since 
leaving Latin America in 1975, Charlie 
has written over I 00 articles for major 
gun, hunting and aviation magazines. 

60s as a result of the rupture between the 
Soviet Union and the People's Republic of 
China, the Sendero Luminoso first appeared 
at the University of Huamanga in 
Ayacucho , Peru. Its founder, Abimael Guz
man , was head of personnel at the university 
and professor of philosophy. Guzman and 
other Marxists virtually took control of the 
university 20 years ago and gained a de
voted following from students and campesi
nos from the surrounding area . The con
tinued economic stagnation of the 
Ayacucho region, combined with the uni
versity serving as a front for Marxist think
ing and action, has helped maintain the rev
olutionary fervor which fuels the bloody 
activities of the Sendero Luminoso. Today , 
while Sendero activists fan out into the 
countryside, intellectual leaders coordinate 
their efforts from Ayacucho. 

The group's name, which officially is 
Partido Comunista Peruano Sendero Lumi
noso, is derived from a phrase in a work by 
Jose Carlos Mariategui, founder of the 
Peruvian Communist Party. He said the true 
road to communism is the sendero lumino
so, or "shining path, " of Mao Tse Tung's 
ideology. Living an austere, simple life in 
the countryside , Sendero guerrillas have a 
determined spirit of sacrifice that confounds 
many government attempts to fight their 
insurgency . 

According to an article in the Peruvian 
newspaper Diario La Republica, the Sen
dero claims there "exists in the country a 
revolutionary situation in development" 
and "there is no other path than armed 
struggle . . . for the attainment of the revo
lution; all the rest is reformism and revision
ism" (a clear attack on the more peaceful 
policies of other communist groups in 
Peru). A Peruvian magazine , Equis X , has 
compared the Sendero with the Khmer 
Rouge of Cambodia . A foreign military 
observer comments: ' 'They do not explain 
what they are fighting for . They do not seem 
to know what they are fighting for. They are 
anarchists ." Gustavo Forriti, a Peruvian 
newspaperman who has followed Sendero 
activities over the years , writes that they are 
"attached to the Quechua [Indian] inter
pretation of a Maoism that no longer ex
ists .... [To] the crypto-dogmatic Abimael 
Guzman . . . Fidel Castro would be . . . a 
peon of imperialist social revisionism." 

Since 1980, when the Sendero publicly 
announced a '' generalized offensive ,' ' they 
have remained silent, never claiming their 
acts of terrorism. No outsider has even seen 
Guzman in the past five years -some claim 
he might be dead and secretly buried. All of 
this only adds to the mystique of their 
group. However, there is no mistaking their 
ideological orientation: In December 1980 , 
they hung a dog from a lamppost in down
town Lima, and on it was the name of an 
anti-Maoist Chinese leader. Also , whenev
er the guerrillas raid a hacienda or overrun a 
police post they leave a hammer-and-sickle 
red flag. 

Violent , evasive, and surprisingly well 
disciplined , the Senderistas are mainly 
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MAKING OF A 
TERRORIST 

The Senderistas ca.me to my village 
before dawn, explained the Indian in a 
quivering voice as he squatted next to me 
on the dirt floor of the deserted hut. I 
heard shouts and noises toward the jus
tice of the peace 's house so I put on .my 
sweater and went out. There was confu
sion and I didn't realize what was going 
on at first. But they had guns and one, 
who was from the eity, told me to bring 
my family to the square. l decided to run 
away but there was a man on the path 
with a shotgun and he forced me back 
into the pueblo. 

The sun was up by the time the village 
had been collected together, he con
tinued as he rocked back on his heels and 
rubbed his gnarled hands. There were 
only a few Senderistas, maybe eight or 
10, but they had the justice pri.soner. 
Their leader said they were bringing a 
new life for us and then asked us, ''Has 
this man committed crimes against you? 
Has he stolen from you? Is he honest or 
evil?" No one said anything, we were 
very afraid. 

The leader eyed the crowd. Then his 
stare fell on me. I was very scared and I 
wondered if he knew that the justice had 
taken my chickens -the last month. if I 
didn't tell him maybe he would kill me 
so I said, " Senor, he took my chick
ens. " 

" What else, what else?" demanded 
the leader. "Where is Juan Acosta?" 

My cousin Juan shuffled his feet, 
looked at the ground and replied, 
" That's me, senor. " I knew what was 
coming and I was happy I told about the 
chickens. 

Lowering his voice, the leader con
tinued, "What do you have to say, Juan 
Acosta?" 

My cousin mumbled a reply. " My 
wife, seiior. He [the justice] accused her 
of stealing and then violated her in return 
for freedom. " 

"Are you sure, Acosta?" asked the 
leader in a loud voice. He then looked 
around to the whole village. "Did she 
steal . . . was she violated?'' 

My Aunt Carmen was the first to re
ply, " He raped her, your excellency!" 
A murmur of agreement from the villag
ers followed. ' 'The justices have always 
stolen and claimed whatever girls they 
wanted. ' ' 

"No more!" shouted the leader de
fiandy . " You shall have justice and a 
better life. This man shall be punished. 
What shall the punishment be?" 

There was no reply. 
" Come here, Acosta." The leader 

reached out his hand for my cousin. 
''You were wrongea, and you shall have 
your justice. " He placed a revolver in 
my ceusin 's hand and turned to the 
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First attacl!. by Sendero Luminoso 
anarchists in Lima, Peru, illustrated 
their cultist underpinnings. Hanging a 
dog from a lamppost with the name of 
an anti-Maoist Chinese leader tied 
around its neck, these guerrillas of the 
"shining path" are probably the last 
armed Maoists on earth. 

crowd. "What is the punishment?" 
" I want to kill him, seiior, but I am 

afraid, ''my cousin replied. ''Do not be 
afraid, my son, " said the leader. "Kill 
him, he merits no further life." 

My cousin then shot the justice in the 
face. 

Afterward, the Senderistas opened the 
two shops we have in our village and 
passed out the bread and liquor in them, 
saying the merchants exploited us. We 
were all a litde drunk and the leader 
asked for volunteers to join the Sendero 
Luminoso and to fight against the gov
ernment and make a free Peru. "Who 
will go with me? You are free now but 
many of your friends are not!" 

My cousin Juan Acosta said he would 
go. He was smart enough to know that he 
couldn't stay now that he killed the jus
tice. No one else said anything. 

" Come here, " said the leader as he 
motioned to my neighbor, Teofilio Rod
riguez. "You will go with me to liberate 
your cousins over the mountain. " 

Teofilio pleaded, "Please, senor, I 
would rather stay here. My animals need 
attention. " The leader then shot Teofilio 
with the same revolver that had killed the 
justice. 

I joined the Senderistas that day in 
fear of my life. Six more men from the 
village were taken as well. We stole 
dynamite from the mine. 

We trekked down the valley to the 

Guardia post at Tambo Chico, where I 
threw dynamite bombs while the old 
Senderistas shot up the post. There were 
only two Guardia and we killed one. 

The next time we went to the village 
of my wife 's uncle. By this time I was 
trusted enough that I was given a shot
gun. We took the village in the early 
morning, but two Guardia ran through 
the blockade and we had to leave before 
the villagers were convened, because 
the trucks of the police were coming up 
the track from the city. The combat 
squad was broken up by the pursuit and I 
went off with my cell leader, Luis. He 
told me to go home, that he would con
tact me in a week. 

I walked home and came into my 
house late at night. My wife was happy, 
but she told me that the Guardia had 
beaten her, claiming that I was a Sender
ista now, and they knew somehow that I 
had been involved in the attack on the 
Guardia post at Tambo Chico. 1 left• 
again before dawn and she brought me 
food every other day on the mountain 
until I made my rendezvous with Luis. 
Since then, I have not dared to re
turn home. 

Luis took me to the big city of 
Ayacucho, where I became a waiter at a 
university restaurant. I had to be very 
careful. There were many Senderistas 
among the students but many spies too. I 
was used as a courier for messages to the 
mountains and I did this for a year. 

My missions would be to deliver mes
sages to other commands. I never saw 
the message, because it was somewhere 
in a pack of cigarettes or a book, which 
were the most common ways of conceal
ing it. I was told once that the message 
was on the cellophane of the cigarette 
package, but how that could be I don 't 
know. Once I was stopped by the PIP as I 
sat in the square at Ocros waiting for a 
contact. They took me apart, even found 
the cigarette pack, which they kept, 
smoked all of the cigarettes but never 
found the message. They let me go but I 
decided that I didn 't want to be a Sender
ista anymore after that. 

1 knew l would be killed eventually. 
Luis had been killed, and Esteban, my 
only friend, had vanished. I think they 
got him inPuno because the intelligence 
service is very active there. 

I sat on the hill above my village for 
three days, wanting to stay, but there 
were Guardia in it now, a wbole squad 
and I could not return. I sent word to my 
wife through my cousin and she came up 
the hill to me. I told her I was going away 
to Lima, and I would send for her. So far 
I cannot bring her here, I don't have 
enough mpney. I must be very careful 
because the Sendero Luminoso is after 
me and the police will kill me too if they 
discover who I am. I am cursed by both 
sides. 
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targeting the police forces of the nation , 
with an eye toward destroying the govern
ment's control of the population - the clas
sic guerrilla strategy. Though no one knows 
how many Senderistas there are, they have 
established "subversive cells" in over half 
of the country 's 24 departmentos, or prov
inces, and are doing their best to tie the 
impoverished country of Peru in knots. 

A concerted terrorist and guerrilla war
fare campaign by the Sendero has increased 
in intensity since 1979. Ambushing govern
ment convoys, theft of weapons, blowing 
up power lines and buildings, attacks on 
rural police posts, killing of specific indi
viduals (landowners and suspected police 
informers) have all been part of this cam
paign. These actions have not been limited 
to Ayacucho but have occurred in Lima and 
other parts of the country as well. Indica
tions are that the rebels are beginning to 
intensify their activities throughout Peru. 

Adding to this increase in Sendero terror
ism is the Movimiento Revolucionario 
Tupac Asaro (MRTA), the armed wing of 
the Communist Party in Lima. The MRTA, 
named after the last of the Incan rulers who 
rose against the Spanish, is prevalent in the 
universities around Lima as well as the 
secondary and trade schools that dot central 
Lima. Its principal contribution to the 
mounting chaos is a bombing campaign in 
the cities , while the Sendero attacks the 
rural population. Also , unlike the Sendero, 
MRT A appears to have outside support 
from the Nicaraguan Sandinistas and Cuba. 

Because they ally themselves with no 
foreign power, the Senderistas have always 
had difficulty maintaining a sufficient store 
of modem weapons . Initially they attacked 
village officials and rural police with hoes, 
axes , and onda - a llama-hair slingshot. 
Later they acquired better weapons by seiz
ing them from murdered police officers, and 
they now add to their arsenals by raiding 
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Police efforts to root out and eliminate 
elements of Sendero Luminoso are hindered 
by mountainous terrain, limited 
transportation and a population often forced 
into cooperating with the Senderistas. Here 
police surround, then search, a dwelling 
suspected of being a guerrilla safe house. 

police and army installations . Consequent
ly , Sendero weaponry is a hodgepodge of 
sporting arms, pistols, submachine guns 
and shotguns . 

The favorite weapon of all Senderistas, 
however, is dynamite, since there is an 
abundance of it in Peru as a result of the 
mining industry. The Andean people use 
dynamite for everything from mining to 
" harvesting" fish , so its proper use is no 
mystery to Sendero members. Crude explo
sives are fashioned with pyrotechnic fuses 
for hand-thrown bombs or with acid-delay 
fuses for car bombings. 

Though their Maoist purism has kept 
them out of the ubiquitous South American 
cocaine trade, Sendero terrorists often solve 
their chronic weapons shortage by trading 
services with narcotics traffickers in return 
for automatic weapons brought in from Co
lombia by light aircraft. As the Sendero has 
expanded its area of operation into the drug 
traffickers' territories on the eastern slope of 
the Andes cordillera, it is increasingly com
mon to find that an " unholy alliance" has 
been wrought, where the traffickers buy 
protection from the terrorists and even 
mount joint operations against the common 
enemy, the government. 

How does the Peruvian government 
counter this protean terrorist network? Spe
cially-trained troops, such as the U.S .
trained Bolivian Rangers who pursued and 
captured Ernesto ''Che'' Guevara and Fidel 
Castro 's LCB (Lucha Contra Bandidos) and 
cleaned the Sierra del Escambray of guerril
las in 1961 , would be the ideal bulwark 

against this malignant insurgency. Howev
er, the reality falls far short of this. The 
government combats the Sendero with 
police, making Peru one of the few coun
tries in the world that uses police against 
rural guerrillas. 

Peru has three police forces: the Guardia 
Civil (street police) , the Guardia Republica
na (which guards the borders, prisons and 
official buildings) , and the Policia lnvesti
gadora Peruana (the detective or investiga
tive service referred to as the "PIP") . One 
Peruvian military observer openly admits 
that the Peruvian police are' 'not prepared to 
fight guerrillas. They are not prepared in 
training . They are not prepared in weapons. 
They are not prepared psychologically." 
Armed primarily with a motley collection of 
1903 Springfields, Model 98 Mausers, Ml 
Garands and U.S. carbines for rifles , and 
Colt and Smith & Wesson .38 revolvers and 
.45 ACPs, Peru's police forces are woefully 
ill prepared to snuff out the Sendero in
surgency. 

One reason for the conspicuous absence 
of Peruvian regular army forces in this 
struggle is that the nature of guerrilla war
fare - hit-and-run tactics by rugged fight
ers operating from within jungle or moun
tain areas - has historically proven resis
tant to conventional military tactics. More 
importantly, however, according to one 
military observer, " The army chiefs don't 
want to go in . If things go badly, they wi ll 
be blamed. They are also suffering from the 
criticism they received during 12 years of 
military rule. They want the government to 
beg them on bended knee." Unfortunately, 
the present democratic government has no 
intention of calling on the military to fight 
the guerrillas. Peru 's last freely elected gov
ernment before 1980 was toppled by a mili
tary coup not long after the army wiped out 
the last significant guerrilla campaign in the 
country. 

As a compromise to direct involvement, 
the army provides trucks and the air force 
helicopters . Choppers are useful for patrol 
and for transporting police to places diffi
cult to reach via land routes. But because of 
the high altitudes at which the choppers 
must operate in the Ayacucho area (some
times more than 12,000 feet), their carrying 
capacity is limited to between six and eight 
men on each flight. The government is also 
obtaining new materiel for police , ranging 
from light infantry weapons to communica
tions equipment. This includes long-range 
rifles, fragmentation grenades, tents , sleep
ing bags and raincoats. Such outlays by the 
government for materiel put a heavy strain 
on Peru's already fragile economy . 

During the 1965 guerrilla outbreaks, a 
special unit called Sinchis was set up and 
trained specifically for counterguerrilla 
fighting. In some areas, the Sinchis, distin
guished by their red berets, are once again in 
action against guerrillas . Their commander 
in Ayacucho, General Rivera , is a veteran 
of the 1965 campaign who is well-versed in 
guerrilla tactics . Before this present com
mand he was director of the Guardia's 
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School for Officials. Rivera took command 
in Ayacucho on 8 April I 982 and soon gave 
the police what he calls "a more dynamic, 
more energetic phase." In layman ' s terms 
that translates to getting the pol ice out of the 
barracks and after the guerrillas. He uses 
Sinchis and men of the Servicios Espe
ciales, Lima's riot police, for search-and
destroy missions, though the usefulness of 
urban riot police in a mountain setting is 
clearly open to criticism. 

Two hot spots of Sendero terror are 
Ayacucho and Lima. As the intellectual 
wellspring of the Sendero Luminoso, 
Ayacucho is patrolled by several thousand 
khaki - and green-uniformed Guardias 
Ci viles and blue-bereted , camouflage
suited Guardias Republicanas. In front of 
the Comandancia of the Guardia Civil -
now the headquarters for all police in this 
city of 80,000 - stand tanquetas, armored 
vehicles, and a bus protected by wire mesh. 

In Ayacucho, Lima and other cities, the 
government has gone so far as to decree 
states of emergency, suspend some consti
tutional rights and impose curfews. The 
government has also sought to tighten con
trol over the sale of weapons and dynamite. 
In February 1982, the government finally 
passed an anti-terrorist decree which clearly 
defined terrorist activities and set forth pris
on penalties for participating in them (10 to 
20 years) , providing weapons or funds (JO 
to 15 years), or supporting them (5 to 10 
years) . 

Since September 1985 there have been no 
official communiques issued regarding ac
tivities in the 19 provinces that constitute 
the government's emergency zone. Peru ' s 
newly elected government, headed by the 
charismatic Alan Garcia of the American 
Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA) , 
has chosen to put a lid on press information 
regarding Sendero attacks. As a result , this 
little-known insurgency has all but dis
appeared from the international press. Gar
cia hopes that by denying the Sendero ac
cess to the media , these terrorists will de
cide that negotiating with the government is 
the only alternative for gaining popular 
appeal for their cause . 

To facilitate this reconciliation with the 

Increased Sendero-inspired violence in 
Peruvian cities has forced authorities to 
impose curfews. This known Senderista 
member is body-searched when found after 
hours on the streets of Lima. 
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Two· captured Senderistas at the scene of 
their ambush of a government official 
cooperate with police in reconstructing the 
murder. Concealing their faces is imperative 
to avoid bloody retribution from other 
Sendero Luminoso members. 

government , Garcia has established a Peace 
Commission whereby amnesty is granted to 
any terrorist who agrees to lay down his 
arms and enter into a dialogue with the 
government through the Commission. To 
date , the government claims that more than 
150 terrorists and campesino sympathizers 
have been granted amnesty under this new 
plan . As a reciprocal show of goodwill, 
Garcia has personally forced the resignation 
of 369 police officers convicted of commit
ting atrocities against the opposition. These 
recent developments are hardly enough to 
proclaim the new government initiative a 
success, but it is a hopeful start . 

The question still remains as to whether 
the Peruvian army could bring a swift end to 

NIGHT ACTION IN 
LIMA 

' 'The bastards are usually in full ses
sion by nine o'clock." The intelligence 
captain swerved his dilapidated Volks
wagen beetle to narrowly miss a kami
kaze Toyota as we hurtled down a Lima 
boulevard toward the scene of the eve
ning's adventure . He continued: "They 
come once or twice a week and work 
until midnight." 

" How did you find this bunch?" I 
asked him, bracing myself as we ca
reened around a corner. " Must have 
been tough. l hear Sendero cell organi
zation security is very tight. " 

Tbe little captain grinned , clenching a 
fine Havana cigar in his teeth. " The old 
woman who runs the boarding house has 
a cousin next door who hates her and she 
was turned in . Seems the old woman ran 
off with her boyfriend 20 years ago, and 
the wound has festered all the while!" 

We turned into a quiet side street, 
away from the turmoil of the main ave
nue, and traveled a few more blocks. 
Nodding toward a two-story colonial 
building , he dropped the Toyota into low 

the terrorist activities of the Sendero Lumi
noso if given a free hand. The Uruguayan 
army did an effective job of routing out the 
Tupamaros, as did the Argentine army 
against their terrorists . As a result , both of 
these countries are still relatively free of 
organized terrorist activity. 

Aside from the problems already men
tioned concerning bringing the Peruvian 
army into the fray, there is yet another hand
icap that exists within the ranks - a wide 
language barrier between the officers and 
troops. That is, Peruvian military officers 
speak Spanish while the lower echelon 
troops speak either of the two highland Indi
an languages, Quechua or Aymara. This 
inherent lack of cohesiveness makes it ex
tremely difficult to counter guerrilla tactics, 
when disciplined coordination and split
second timing are often the first line of 
defense against terrorist groups who can 
assemble and disperse almost at will . 

Until Peru's economy emerges from its 
doldrums and financial opportunity sup
plants revolutionary idealism as a viable 
means for effecting social mobility and 
change, democratic institutions in Peru will 
continue to struggle against fanatics of both 
the left and the right who view democracy as 
politically impotent. 

Alan Garcia and future democratic lead
ers of Peru will have their hands full sup
pressing violent rebellion among their con
stituents. They deserve our full support in 
making their fellow Peruvians confident 
that democracy is the only way to 
accommodate opposing political views 
without succumbing to anarchy or totalitari
an rule.~ 

gear and we took a hard look. ''They 
meet on the second floor. The uniformed 
police wilJ break the main door in." He 
motioned toward the ornate old wooden 
door, "and my guys will be at the back 
door, on the next street over. We should 
get most of them." 

We drove once by the back side of the 
boarding house as he nodded at the sur
veillance - an old man selling candy, 
popcorn and soft drinks out of a little 
stand. "He's mine, a retired Guardia. 
He used to work for my father, years 
ago.'' 

"This is a Sendero Luminoso school. 
I want the teacher real bad. The students 
won't be so interesting, but the teacher 
will be more than a cell leader and he 
might well know something." The cap
tain puffed reflectively on his Havana 
cigar. "Their security is pretty good and 
most of the jerks we get don't know 
nothing." 

At nine that night we were back in the 
neighborhood. Surveillance was up on 
both entrances. The front door post was 
in a closed van parked a half-block up 

Continued on page 83 
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MADDEN'S 
MOUNTAIN 

PAK 

Madden's soft pack is sturdy, roomy and 
can be custom fit - a good combination for 
the outdoorsman. 

A disadvantage of soft packs is the amount 
of weight they put on the spine. Madden's 
generous padding helps minimize this 
problem. 

MADDEN MOUNTAIN PAK 
Volume: .......... . .. 5,075 cubic inches in large size (extension sleeve adds 925 

cubic inches). 

Construction: ......... Top-opening sack, drawstring-closed. Opening covered by 
adjustable-height flap. 

Suspension: . . .. ... .... Seven-position, adjustable-length shoulder straps attached 
across chest by adjustable strap, all mounted to frame stay 
sleeves. Aluminum stays hold pack shape. Padded hip 

· strap bears most of weight when properly adjusted. 

Features: .. ... ........ Large top flap pocket, flat document pocket, fully-zipped 
side pockets, top flap tie strap slots, compression straps 
which stabilize smaller loads, two ice axe loops, ski slots 
behind side pockets. 

Materials: ..... . ...... Waterproofed 1000-denierfabric, Fastex quick-release hard-
ware, YKK coil zippers, 1-inch nylon webbing. 

Colors: ... . ... ... . .. . Green-black and grey-black (camouflage and other colors 
· available on special order) . 

Weight: .............. 5 pounds, 6 ounces. · 
Manufacturer: ... ..... Madden USA, Dept. SOF, 2400Central Ave., Boulder, CO 

. 80301. 

Phone: .. . .... . .... ... (303) 442-5828. 
Price: . . . .. .... . .. . . . . $240. 
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by William B. Guthrie 

M ADDEN'S Mountain Pak is a good 
. example of the way commercial gear 
manufacturers make life easier for the out
doorsman . The Mountain Pak embodies all 
the characteristics the buyer should look for 
in a large, soft pack for general outdoor use. 
It's comfortable: You can make your own 
custom fit (the pack can be adjusted to fit 
anyone from 5 feet to 6 feet 7 inches tall) . 
Aluminum stays are removable and can be 
shaped to individual spinal curvature, and 
there are seven levels at which the shoulder 
straps can be fixed. Padding is dense and 
thick, and protects the wearer from hard or 
sharp objects in the load. 

Mountain Pak's most important feature, 
as it should be for any pack of this nature, is 
that it easily holds a lot of gear. A simple 
open sack forms the body of the pack, so 
large and bulky objects can be accommo
dated . Single-compartment packs tend to 
swallow small objects, so outside pockets 
are attached to the sides and top flap of the 
Mountain Pak. Full-zip side pockets hold 
over 400 cubic inches of knives, tooth
brushes, flashlights or det cord, and the top 
flap pocket is a compact 3x7xl2 inches -
enough for most kinds of rain gear, or lunch 
and a first-aid kit. The top flap pocket is 
zipped front and rear to allow access from 
either side. It's backed by an iaside-the
pack pocket that's closed by a full-length 
hook-and-pile fastener and nylon coil zip
per, offering plenty of room to safely store 
documents, maps, traveler's checks or any
thing else which is small and vulnerable to 
moisture. 

Though the Mountain Pak is comfortable 
and carries more gear than you should have on 
most trips, it also has a few disadvantages 
inherent to soft packs. Its sturdy construction 
and numerous adjustment features pile up con
siderable weight. At over five pounds, it's 
heavier than many winter sleeping bags. 
Although the aluminum stay support system 
allows the weight to fit correctly along your 
back for improved balance and reduced load 
sway, you bear the burden all along your back 
instead of at the strong points of shoulders and 
hips. This makes soft packs hot, and most 
agree that they carry heavy weights less com
fortably than a frame pack. Madden, like most 
producers of premium packs, has diminished 
these effects by using thicker pads at the hips 
to push the sack away from the back, and by 
wrapping the hips in a 6-inch-wide girdle of 
31.-inch foam to carry the load with the straight 
bones and heavy muscles of the legs. A hori
zontal, adjustable chest strap holds the shoul
der straps securely in position. 

If you need a soft pack, the Madden is an 
excellent choice. Madden has modified the 
drawbacks of soft packs and accentuated their 
strengths in its Mountain Pak. It's big, sturdy 
and convenient, and at $240, the Mountain 
Pak is also competitively priced. ~ 

MARCH 87 



by William B. Guthrie 

POCKET knife seems a misnomer in 
most cases . Good knives rarely fit the 

pocket, and the little folding tools that fit in 
the pocket rarely resemble knives. The stan
dard Swiss Anny knife is a good example of 
the syndrome: Its blade is hard to sharpen, 
easy to dull , bends with little provocation , 
and is bound to close on the fingers at the 
worst possible time. Yet, it's hard to find a 
hunter or soldier who doesn't carry one, just 
because it has such fine scissors and cork
screw. Real cutting is best left to the Ka
Bar. Despite the pocket knife ' s heritage of 
failure , some manufacturers persist in 
trying to make blades that fold . One con
tender for the title of world's most serious 
pocket knife is the Cold Steel Shinobu. 

Shinobu is the name of three folding 
knives of similar construction. They are all 
made of the same stainless laminate as the 
Cold Steel Master Tanto, and they all share 
a blade-profile and grind nearly identical to 
that of the standard Tanto . Shinobu handles 
are composed of a formed stainless-steel 
sheet liner mounted around a backstrap 
ground from stainless bar-stock. Grip 
panels are molded from a dense, somewhat 
resilient black plastic called Thermorun . 
This thermoplastic is much harder than the 
handle material of the fixed-blade Tantos , 
because the grip material of the Shinobu is 
part of the structural strength of the knife 
and is cast onto perforations in the handle 's 
liner for a strong bond between handle and 
scales . (Flexible handle materials and rivets 
can be a weak combination, since plastic 
flexes and rivets are relatively rigid.) 

The three Shinobus are nearly identical , 
except for size . They come in blade lengths 
of 1%, 2% and 3% inches , weighing .9, 2.6 
and 5.5 ounces respectively. Aside from 
size, they are all virtually identical , except 
for certain strengthening features on the 
largest knife . The 3%-inch blade Shinobu 
has relatively larger bearing surfaces and a 
stiffer lock-release spring (to lessen the risk 
of the blade closing during use) , and in
corporates a washer system around the 
blade axle to minimize movement between 
the blade and the handle - a problem with 
most larger folders . 

The new Shinobu line is sound in concept 
and careful in execution . The knives are 
relatively light, incredibly strong and the fit 
between blade and handle rivals that of 
fixed-blade designs. The only conceivable 
criticisms are against the preservation of the 
armor-piercing point from the fixed-blade 
Tantos (at least in the small- and medium
sized knives) and the almost ridiculous size 
of the 1 %-inch knife. As impractical as 
these aspects may seem, it must be admitted 
that when the box oftest samples arrived at 
SOF offices, the smallest knives dis
appeared first and were produced from more 
pockets later, and the relatively obtuse 
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COLD 
STEEL'S 
TANTO 
FOLDERS 

Cast in the mold of Cold Steel's Master 
Tanto, the three Shinobu pocket folders -
in 33/ • - , VI•- and Pl.-inch blade lengths -
keep a good cutting edge and rate a 10 on 
corrosion resistance. 

angle of the blade .point should keep the 
Shinobu from acquiring the usual 
accidentally angled tip of a Swiss Army 
knife. 

The first surprise the Shinobu offers is its 
cutting ability and edge-retention. They are 
up to the standard of good carbon blades . 
Owners of ordinary 440C-bladed pocket 
knives will also be surprised at the ease with 
which the Shinobus re-sharpen. · 

The next surprise is the Shinobu's stain 
and corrosion resistance. Since every part is 
stainless steel or plastic , there' s nothing to 
rust under normal conditions. One SOF test 
blade suffered ten days of kayak-camping 
on the California coast without ever being 

oiled and withour ever being cleaned in any
thing but seawater, and there was no spot of 
rust anywhere on the knife . 

The smallest Shinobu makes a fine and 
moderately-priced folding knife that wiII fit 
in dress slacks or work clothes without 
wearing a hole in the pocket. And the big 
Shinobu works as much like a fixed-blade 
knife as any knife that folds . But - to get 
back to our original problem of how a useful 
knife can fit in a pocket - the 2%-inch 
blade model is a successful compromise of 
fixed-blade function in a useful blade 
length, that can still be carried in a pocket. 
The middle-sized Shinobu is just right. 

Small , medium and large Shinobu fold
ing knives are available for $24.95, $59.95 
and $79.95 respectively , from Cold Steel, 
Inc ., Dept. SOF, 2128 Knoll Dr. , Unit D, 
Ventura, CA 93003 . Telephone customers 
may call toll free : (800) 255-4716. ~ 
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ARVN IN LAOS 
Continued from page 67 

of Laos . Here again, though , U.S. airpower 
saved the day after the ARYN armored con
voy was halted by the NV A east of FSB 
Bravo, several kilometers west of the South 
Vietnamese border. The use of U.S. air
power - including C-130 transports drop
ping immense "Daisy Cutter" fuel-air ex
plosive bombs - proved decisive . The 1st 
Armored reached South Vietnam on 23 
March. 

As the 1st Armored was making its 
escape, U.S. helicopters were lifting out the 
remaining flank guard forces. On 23 March, 
the last elements of ARVN's 1st Marine 
Division were airlifted out. Except for two 
battalion-sized airmobile raids against 
North Vietnamese supply caches in Laos's 
Base Area 611 on 31 March and 6 April, 
Operation Lam Son 719 was over. 

Lam Son's Aftermath 
For the U.S. military , Lam Son 719 was 

the last major military operation of the war 
involving ground forces. It was also the 
high watermark of U.S. helicopter opera
tions. During the two months of the offen
sive, the 101st Airborne (responsible for 
helicopter support for the entire offensive) 
controlled about 600 helicopters. 

Even ARVN's limited operational suc
cess would have been impossible without 
the tactical range of U.S . helicopters . Com
bat assaults were carried out 45 kilometers 
into Laos. The NV A's air defenses were 
broad and intense , but fortunately for 
ARYN and U.S . helicopter crews , they 
were not very sophisticated. The NV A re
lied on massed deployment of 12.7mm 
heavy machine guns. There was also wide
spread use of 37mm and 57mm AA guns, 
many of the latter radar-aimed. ZU-23 twin
barrel 23mm anti-aircraft guns saw some of 
their first combat action in Vietnam during 
Lam Son 719. 

While Lam Son 719 certainly disrupted 
the North Vietnamese build-up in Laos and 
pre-empted any chance of an offensive 
against I Corps in 1971 , it appears that it 
proved of little lasting effect. The NV A 
launched its multi-divisional offensive into 
three of South Vietnam's four military re
gions in the spring of 1972. 

The overall plan of the operation was 
certainly consistent with U.S . operational 
thinking , and in this , as in so many things , 
everything the AR VN knew had been 
learned from the U.S. Army. While it tem
porarily prevented ARYN armor from being 
cut off, the decision to consolidate the posi
tion at Objective Aloui also precluded a 
swift blow at Tchepone before NV A reserve 
units could be committed to battle . 

Advancing on basically a one-tank front
age, with an increasingly long and vulner
able supply line that required more and 
more of the total invasion force to defend, it 
was not surprising that 1st Armor could not 
fight its way through to Tchepone. The 
limitations of road-bound armored forces in 
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difficult terrain have been seen many times , 
especially in Vietnam. Because these forces 
had to contend with opposing com
bined-arms forces, including North Viet
namese tanks, it made their inclusion neces
sary, but their use more difficult. 

Lam Son 719 showed a glimpse of the 
future development of the Vietnam War. 
The fai lure of much of the South Viet
namese effort in their first major independ
ent operation was certainly a bad sign, a 
prophetic one. It showed the limitations of 
ARYN capabilities, which endured despite 
the hopes of " Vietnarnization." The sce
nario would be repeated again in 1972 and 
for a last time in 1975. 

ARVN's inability to operate successfully 
without direct U.S. support - advisers, 
helicopters, ai.rpower - became painfully 
clear in Lam Son 719. The NVA's skillful 
use of armor and artillery was again a 
glimpse of future fighting in Vietnam, cul
minating on 30 April 1975, when Soviet
built T-55s from the NVA's 203rd Tank 
Regiment battered through the gates of the 
presidential palace in Saigon. It wasn't a 
"people's army" of anti-imperialist farm
ers in black pajamas crusading for self
deterrnination that marched into Saigon. It 
was a hard-bitten professional army that had 
adapted to the use of armor, artillery, air 
defense and combined arms without ever 
forsaking its true building block: the light 
infantryman. The shape it took in 1975 -

and maintains to this day - was seen in 
Lam Son 719. 

DEWEY CANYON II 
[The following is by Keith William 
Nolan, author of " Battle for Hue," 
" Death Valley" and " Into Laos: The 
Story of Dewey Canyon II/ Lam Son 
719, ''all published by Presidio Press in 
Novato, CA.] 

No matter how history judges the out
come of Lam Son 719- the 1971 incur
sion into Laos by the South Vietnamese 
Army (ARYN)- there can be no argu
ment that the AR VN troops would have 
suffered much more than they did had it 
not been for the valorous performance of 
the U.S. Army helicopter crews who 
flew support through skies electrified 
with antiaircraft fire. A less dramatic 
role also was played in Operation Dewey 
Canyon II by U.S. ground troops of the 
!st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Infantry 
Division, reinforced by units from the 
lOlst Airborne and the Americal Divi
sions. It was to be the last major ground 
campaign by U.S. troops in Vietnam. 

In Dewey Canyon II, Uncle Sam's 
ground troops were tasked with a num
ber of demanding missions that laid the 
groundwork for the ARYN push into 
Laos to destroy supplies for the North 

Vietnamese Army (NVA). Their first 
mission was to advance west along 
Route 9 from the 1/5 Mech basecamp at 
Quang Tri to the abandoned LZ Vande
grift and reopen it as a fire support base 
and supply point. 

Once this was accomplished, the 
mech task force was to move on to the 
deserted airstrip on the Khe Sanh 
plateau, which would become the main 
supply point for Lam Son 719. Its next 
task was to set up'U. S. artillery batteries 
right along South Vietnam's northwest 
border, to provide fire support for the 
ARYN offensive into Laos . The final 
mission was to disrupt the local NV A 
forces so supply convoys could move 
unimpeded from Quang Tri to Vande
grift and Khe Sanh. From these two 
points, the U.S. Air Force and U.S. 
Army helicopters would ferry supplies 
to ARYN columns inside Laos . 

Operation Dewey Canyon II kicked 
off at 0400 hours on 29 January 1971, 
when 1177 Armor (115 Mech) rumbled 
out of the dawn fog around Quang Tri 
toward Vandegrift. Infantry units were 
airmobiled along Route 9 and onto the 
Khe Sanh airstrip. Combat engineers 
worked to repair downed bridges along 
the route. By 31 January, the road was 
open all the way to the Laotian border. 

The NV A never massed to cut this 
supply line, but they did carry out 
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harassment operations when the oppor
tunity arose. For example, the NV A 
launched daily rocket attacks from the 
forested ridgelines around LZ Vande
grift . Dismounted patrols from the 1177 
Armor and 1161 Mech made contact in 
the foothills and the 4/3 Infantry (Amer
ica!) was helicoptered in. It was a trying 
operation for these grunts. From 12-18 
February, Alpha Company 4/3 fought 
along the jungled spines. Two of its pla
toon leaders were seriously wounded in 
Claymore ambushes and six other Amer
icans from that unit went home in body 
bags. 

The days were scorching, the nights 
atop the misty ridges freezing, and 
medevacs and resupply ships sometimes 
had to lay off because of NV A mortar 
barrages. Most of the U.S. infantrymen 
involved were newbie draftees who had 
seen little or no combat. Some froze in 
fear and others refused orders to ad
vance. In at least a couple of incidents, 
enlisted men were arrested for fragging 
officers . 

It should be noted, however, that most 
Americans did the best they could. 

On the last day of the Alpha Company 
skirmish, Staff Sergeant Jack Kegerreis 
walked point as his unit headed back 
toward some NVA positions. Right be
hind him was First Lieutenant John • 
Dewing, the only surviving platoon 
leader. The point man spotted a spider 
hole and rushed it. A bareheaded NV A 

popped up before "Keg" could reach it 
and blazed away with his AK-47 . The 
staff sergeant was knocked backward 
from the impact of AK rounds hitting his 
flak jacket and drilling into his arm. As 
Keg fell into Dewing, a ricochet round 
drilled into Dewing's hip. Dewing fell 
with a grenade in his hand, frantically 
jerked the pin and tossed the frag into the 
hole as the NV A dropped down to re
load. No sooner had the grenade neutral
ized this immediate threat than NV A 
mortar rounds started exploding around 
the American position. A medevac put 
down on a bald knoll atop the nearest 
ridge . Dewing and Kegerreis were 
awarded the Silver Star. 

In another incident on 28 February, 
the NV A began lobbing mortar rounds 
into the high ground around Vandegrift. 
As rounds began exploding inside his 
platoon's night laager, Spec. 5 Larry 
White, a tank commander in A Troop, 
3/5 Cavalry, found himself barefoot and 
terrified in the turret of his Sheridan 
tank, firing a .50 caliber into the dark
ness. His driver and gunner fired Ml6s 
from the rear deck of the parked tank. An 
RPG round blasted through the turret 
ring, killing White's loader and pepper
ing White's feet with shrapnel. A second 
RPG round blew the gunner off the rear 
deck, minus a foot. The driver threw 
down his weapon and bolted for a sand
bagged mortar pit. A third rocket killed a 
platoon leader who was running toward 
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White's tank. 
Now NVA troops began running into 

the camp. Five suddenly came into focus 
in the flarelight. White immediately 
stitched them with a sweeping burst 
from the fifty . A sixth NV A emerged 
from the grass, drawing back to hurl a 
satchel charge. White dropped him in his 
tracks . White later was awarded the Sil
ver Star. 

While the grunts fought along the 
ridgelines, supply convoys from the Da 
Nang Support Command rolled down 
Route 9 around the clock. Morale prob
lems that became evident in infantry 
units late in the war were exacerbated 
among these support units. The aroma of 
marijuana mixed with diesel fumes as 
the convoy snaked along, a few Gls 
hunched over steering wheels with the 
gaunt, hollow-eyed stare of heroin 
addiction. 

But most of the truckers worked hard 
and served, whether the road was 
choked with hot dust or mired -in red 
mud. They saw 'to it that supplies got 
through. But their efforts were not with
out cost. Occasionally , NV A RPG 
teams slipped down to the roadside 
brush. Almost every day 122 rockets 
slammed into Vandegrift and the truck
ers who were trying to grab a few winks 
under their vehicles had to scramble for a 
bunker. 

Combat intensity increased in March, 
as support elements fought to keep 

s u RV IVE 

See in the ~ark 
See in near total darkness. The MINI NIGHT SCOPE 
fits in your pocket or the palm of your hand. A sim
ple adapter converts your binoculars o r camera 
into a super long distance night vision system. 

Bui lt inside this ordinary looking briefcase is a 
video recording surveillance system. The CVS 330 
d iscreetly videotapes all events. etc .. and gives 
you absolute proof . The tiny pinhole lens is nearly 
invisible. Even w i th the case open, all electronics 
are complete ly :i idden. Carry i t inconspicuously 
anywhere - Int o meetings. hotel rooms. etc. 

MARCH 87 



MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV'T 

ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 

HIDDEN 
HOOD 

HOOO ORA WC ORD 

- '------< EPAULETS 
-"./ y 
~ ' I ·-.. '. ~_j J ' i. 

·s VJW"; ~' ~~~LE~~~:ia~uTY 
6~~~l~~RGE / \ • • '{ ~=ii \ 
POCKETS I ,/{ . ! !, 

I'-~WAIST ~•--\] ,_, uLLY 
' -:.: ; ~Rt Wf~~~ :. LINED 

, ; . \ ' 
HEAVY-DUTY ~ c::-------
BRASS ZIPPE(\S - ) :'~~~'-./ -

.BOTTOM ~..._, L 
DRAWCOAD SNAP CLOSURES SLEEVE ADJUSTOA 

The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made ol 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood. heavy duty !rant zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood. waisl and bottom of jacket. Four [4] large out
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing. bicycling. 
hunting. hiking. work or leisure. 
Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 

$39.50 $35.95 
SIZES: Men-Women-X-Sml. Sm!. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women-Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls-Sm! 14-6]. Med iB-tDJ. Lge[12 -14). 
X-Lge 116-18) 
COLORS: Boys-Girls-Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Bullon In Lining Sl5.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handling 

Send !or Pro -Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6°0. 

State size and co lor and mail S39.50 or S35.95 plus 
S4.00 per jacket for shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 
P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 

TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Satislac lion Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

MARCH 87 

Route 9 open for the ARYN withdrawal 
from Laos . At the same time , 2/94 Artil
lery (XXIV Corps) attempted to evacu
ate its isolated frrebases on the border. 
Enemy artillery barrages from Laos and 
ambushes on the main road behind them 
left two batteries pinned down. The 1/1 
Cav (America!) was sent in to help . But 
for a variety ofreasons - primarily in
experienced leadership- morale was at 
a crisis point in this armored cavalry 
squadron. 

On 20 March, A 'Troop, 1/ 1 Cav led 
the way down Route 9 and drove right 
into a withering crossfire from en
trenched NV A troops . Some Gis fought 
bravely , others panicked; all were con
fused and scared. The unit made a hasty, 
chaotic retreat. They then received 
orders to regroup for a counterattack. 
The dazed and exhausted grunts collec
tively refused to advance. 

That afternoon the 1177 Armor was 
also dispatched from Vandegrift down 
Ambush Alley to rescue the besieged 
artillerymen in the 2/94. The battalion 
commander of the 1177 Armor, Lieuten
ant Colonel Richard Meyer, fired a .50 
caliber from the turret of the lead tank as 
his column cut a dusty path down Route 
9 . The NV A popped away at the tank 
column with RPGs and small arms. Gis 
died as tanks and tracks shuddered with 
hits , but they broke through to the iso
lated firebases. Then , with artillerymen 
hanging from the back of tank decks, the 
armored column fought its way out 
again. 

Most U.S . forces pulled back to 
Quang Tri with relative ease . But the 
NV A did disrupt the efforts to dismantle 
and evacuate the positions at Khe Sanh. 
Despite the aggressive efforts of 3/187 
Infantry (!Olst Airborne) in the moun
tains around the airbase , the NV A were 
able to shell the airbase on an hourly 
basis. 

On the night of 22-23 March, an elite 
NV A sapper team slipped the wire at 
Khe Sanh and raced into a bunkerline 
manned by D Troop , 217 Air Cav ( !Olst 
Airborne) . They tossed satchel charges 
into the base's ammo and fuel depot, 
setting off a spectacular sound and light 
show. 

The NV A victory would have been 
complete were it not for the never-say
die tenacity of Spec. 4 Michael Fitz
maurice, an unassuming young guy in 
Delta Troop. Twice the NV A sappers 
tossed satchel charges into his bunker; 
twice he pitched them back out to ex
plode on open ground. A third satchel 
charge was tossed in and - unable to 
throw it out - Fitzmaurice threw him
self on it to save his buddies. 

The explosion was muffled beneath 
his body and the fully zipped flak jacket. 
His stunned buddies didn ' t believe what 
they saw next. Jumping up , with his 
body riddled by shrapnel and bleeding 
from his mouth, nose and ears, Fitz-
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maurice grabbed an Ml6 and scrambled 
from the bunker into the communica
tions trench , from which the sappers 
were raising hell. 

Uh-oh. The NVA had pissed off Fitz
maurice. 

The ragged and bloody GI shot two 
NV A dead. Out of ammo. Fitzmaurice 
tossed away the rifle and grabbed a 
machete to return to his work . He 
slashed and sliced three more NV A sap
pers in furious hand-to-hand combat . 
The NV A foolish enough not to flee the 
trench and the enraged American were 
hacked to death. 

Fitzmaurice was awarded the only 
Medal of Honor for the operation. 

By the first week of April 1971, the 
U.S. Army had completely withdrawn 
from Khe Sanh, Vandegrift and all 
their other temporary positions near 
Laos. They left them as shell-pocked 
and littered ghost towns , just like the 
U.S . Marines had left these exact same 
positions when they were withdrawn 
two years earlier. The operation to 
support the AR VN thrust into Laos 
turned out to be the last major ground 
campaign for the U .S. Army in Viet
nam, one in which over 220 Ameri
cans were killed. ~ 

FRENCH PARAS 
Continued from page 45 

This battle of attrition around Hoa Binh 
tied up French reserves and left other areas 
vulnerable, especially the Red River Delta. 
In an attempt to hold critical outposts , 
mobile airborne combat teams under 
perhaps the three best airborne colonels -
Gilles, Bigeard, and Langlais - were 
shifted from trouble spot to trouble spot to 
reinforce threatened areas . These airborne 
combat teams often functioned as mobile 
groups, but the Colonial Paras were kept 
busy with reinforcement jumps as well. 
During 1952, for example , the 2nd BPC 
jumped into Hoa Binh on 8 January ; the 3rd 
BPC into Tranh Huong on 4 September and 
then into Phat Diem on 11 October; and the 
6th BPC into Tu Le on 16 October and into 
Ban Som, Thailand on 27 December. 

The jump by the 6th BPC into Tu Le was 
the beginning of one of the most heroic 
episodes involving the Colonial Paras in 
Indochina. This final battle for the T'ai 
Highlands began in October, and Bigeard's 
6th Colonials were dropped to fight a rear 
guard action while pther troops evacuated 
their positions and pulled back. By 17 Octo
ber the 6th were already in combat against 
heavy odds , but they held at Tu Le until 20 
October, giving many of the other garrisons 
in the Highlands time to pull back. When 
the 6th finally began their own retreat on 20 
October, their progress was slowed because 
they were carrying many of their wounded 
- being taken prisoner by the Viet Minh 
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was a fate not to be endured. During the 
retreat , the 6th were hit hard by ambushes 
- nearly three-fifths of the battalion was 
lost during the retreat-but Bigeard's lead
ership kept them a cohesive fighting force 
and most made it out alive. 

As the situation in the T'ai Highlands 
worsened , Operation Lorraine was 
launched on 29 October 1952 in an attempt 
to destroy the main communist supply de
pots and stall their offensive . On 9 Novem
ber 1952, Airborne Group No. 1, consisting 
of the 3rd Colonial Paras and two Legion 
para battalions (a total of more than 2,350 
men), was dropped over Phu Doan, which 
they seized with little opposition. 

Meanwhile a large motorized force was 
advancing overland to link up with them. 
Phu Doan was , without a doubt , an impor
tant supply center; among the items cap
tured were some of the first Russian trucks 
and weapons supplied to the Viet Minh. 
Once Airborne Group No. 1 had been joined 
by the mobile groups advancing overland, 
the drive continued, but it soon became 
obvious that Operation Lorraine was not 
stopping the Viet Minh from taking the T'ai 
Highlands. Consequently, the column was 
ordered to pull back. Despite ambushes dur
ing the retreat, the column returned to its 
starting point by 1 December. Once again it 
was shown that hitting supply areas would 
not stop what was essentially a non
mechanized guerrilla army. 

As French-controlled territory in In
dochina shrank in 1953, so did the number 
of airborne operations. Despite this , the 
year would see three major operations , in
cluding the largest jump of the war. The first 
of these was launched on 17 July 1953 at 
Lang Son to destroy Viet Minh depots. The 
2nd BPC, along with Legion and Metro para 
units , carried out this jump. 

On 20 November 1953, the French 
undertook their largest airborne operation of 
the war when 4 ,525 paras jumped to over
take the airstrip at Dien Bien Phu. Among 
the units taking part in the jump was the 1st 
BCP, as well as Legion and other para units. 
Most of the paras were pulled oµt after the 
seizure of the base and were replaced by 
infantrymen, but more paras would soon 
return. 

On 31January1954, Dien Bien Phu came 
under communist artillery fire. For the next 
month and a half the fortress faced bom
bardment and probing attacks , but the real 
offensive began on 12 March 1954. The 
next day more than 3 ,500 paras jumped in to 
reinforce the garrison. Included in the rein
forcements were the !st and 6th BPCs. Dur
ing the epic defense of Dien Bien Phu , 
Bigeard ' s 6th Colonial Paras played an 
especially heroic part as they carried out 
courageous counterattacks to regain strong 
points taken by the communists. 

So critical were the paras to the defense of 
Dien Bien Phu, in fact, that command of the 
defenses effectively passed to the "Para
troop Mafia, ' ' which included Langlais and 
Bigeard. After the fall of Dien Bien Phu the 
remnants of the para battalions and other 
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units marched into captivity , many of them 
never to return. Although there were one or 
two jumps by members of the GCMA 
(French equivalent of the U.S. Army Spe
cial Forces) after the fall of Dien Bien Phu , 
the French war in Indochina was over. 
France and the Colonial Paras now had a 
new war to fight in Algeria. 

The record of the Colonial Paras in In
dochina was a heroic one. Their various 
units made well over 50 combat jumps: The 
2nd Colonial Paras made 21 jumps and the 
3rd Colonial Paras made 17 jumps . Because 
of the fierce battles in which they were 
deployed , many of the Colonial Para units 
were virtually wiped out- the I st at Ba Vi, 
the 3rd at Na Cham, and the 6th at Mao Khe, 
to name a few. 

Unlike U.S. airborne and airmobile 
troops in Vietnam, the Colonial and other 
paras couldn't count on helicopter gunships 
or even air support for their missions. Their 
MIA! Carbines , MAT-49 SMGs and light 
machine guns served as their " backup." 

Veterans of the Indochina Colonial Para
troops are justly proud of their record . 
Occasionally you can see a veteran of the 
old Colonials in a parade or an old paras' 
tavern. On his arm is likely to be a distinc
tive and garish Indochinese tattoo, usually a 
dragon , along with his para brevet and 
brevet serial number. And perched atop his 
graying head will be a worn red beret with 
the badge of the Colonial paratroops. 

Meeting such a Colonial Para veteran is a 
rare honor. Most of them never came home 
from Indochina. ~ ' 

SIEGE IN 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Continued from page 51 

taneously a cannon burst exploded in the 
ground in front of us. We dropped to the 
floor and crawled to a vantage point. Three 
ZPU-4s opened up and the plane darted 
away. The pilots were known to be battle
shy and after the first pass would fly so high 
that they had no chance of using their bombs 
and cannon with accuracy. 

Night fell and Chalton turned up from the 
front line , having put the Frelimo defenders 
under effective siege . After his first attack 
had been held, he decided to starve them 
out, wearing them down in the meantime by 
aggressive probing and mortar bombard
ment. Almerigo and I wolfed down some 
rice which had been prepared over a fire in 
the garden of our house and then curled up 
on the ground and fell asleep. It had been a 
long day. 

The next morning we consulted with 
Ricardo. Should we stay and see the siege 
through or should we go on with the next 
stage of our trip? A check on the date de
cided for us . We were running out of time, 
and at 0730 Ricardo, Almerigo, our small 
escort and I wound our way back the way we 
had come, and on to Gorongosa and our 

meeting with Afonso Dhlakama. 
Five days of interviewing Dhlakama con

firmed the conclusions we had al ready 
drawn from our journey: The general view 
of Renamo is wrong. Far from consisting of 
disparate murdering bands of robbers feared 
by the people, it is a well-organized guerril
la army , effectively led, and operating with 
the full support of the civilian population. 
How else could Renamo control some 80 
percent of Mozambique? 

Mozambicans want to be rid of the Freli
mo regime and its collective farms, public 
floggings and chronic shortages - and 
that's the key to Renamo 's success. With a 
bit of luck , it will be the key to its eventual 
victory. 

MOZAMBIQUE 
AFTER 

MACHEL 
Samora Machel , Mozambique ' s 

Marxist dictator since 1975, was killed 
along with 33 others in October 1986, 
when his Soviet-piloted and -supplied 
aircraft crashed into a rainswept South 
African hillside . 

Without Machel , the Frelimo ruling 
party is left in a very exposed position 
and speculation suggests that collapse , if 
not imminent, is inevitable. Serious 
questions arise as to whether Frelimo 
can survive without massive external 
military and economic support, and if 
such support will be forthcoming . 

Renamo has stepped up its mili tary 
activity to further complicate Frelimo 's 
position . Renamo ' s current strategy cen
ters around isolating the large cities of 
Maputo and Beira and cutting land links 
between Mozambique and its neighbors . 
It already controls the vital internal road 
network. Its troop strength is at an all
time high, with some 25 ,000 soldiers in 
permanent action. 

Frelimo is growing nervous and has 
asked the Russians and Cubans for 
weapons and more troops. During the 
past two years the number of MiG-2ls 
has increased from 12 to 34 and Mi-25 
helicopters from eight to 16. How much 
the ComBloc is willing to invest in the 
unpopular regime remains in question , 
especially in light of its major-league 
involvement in Angola. Mozambique 
has not been as well supported either in 
quantity or quality of equipment as the 
dos Santos regime on the other side of 
the continent. 

South Africa , which the Mozambican 
government claims actively supports 
Renamo in violation of the Nkomati 
Accord , has warned Mozambique not to 
allow more foreign troops on its soil. 
Mozambique has in tum accused South 
Africa of massing troops on its border in 
preparation for an invasion , leaving the 
sides clearly defined and stalemated. 
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A political settlement! betw~~n the 
warring factions seems unlikely ,= as Re
namo has already indicated it is in
terested in talking only with the military 
leadership and not with the politicians . 
This makes a continuing military con
flict - and eventual showdown - in
creasingly likely . 

Who would win a clash of arms de
pends largely on how determined the 
backers of each side are to see the war to 
a victorious finish . Renamo suffers from 
equipment shortages , an ill-defined 
Western geopolitical strategy in south
ern Africa and worldwide ignorance of 
its plight. Frelimo ' s economic base is 
floundering, its party is in political up
heaval, the morale of its army is disin
tegrating - and it lacks the vital aspect 
of popular support . 

All factors considered , Renamo ' s 
chances of victory are better today than 
ever before . It remains to be seen if they 
can capitalize on their own successes. 

- Tom Slizewski 

COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 
Continued from page 22 

CRAWL - Using the high or low 
crawl, move into cover while keeping 
your body as low as possible. Make 
good use of what protection you have 
available, keeping it between you and 
effective enemy fire. 

OBSERVE - Look around or 
through - never over -your cover to 
locate the most immediate threat. If an 
enemy trooper saw you go to ground, 
he' ll be waiting for you to pop your 
head over the top. Scan the area and 
locate your enemy's position: look for 
shape, shine, silhouette, movement, 
muzzle flash or smoke to give him 
away. Don't fire unless you've got a 
target, as that will give your position 
away, and will simply waste valuable 
ammo. Remember - at this point you 
don't know how many enemy troops 
you're facing or how long this fight will 
last. 

SIGHTS - Judge target distance, 
set your sights and AIM YOUR 
SHOTS! One well-placed round may 
take out one ill-placed enemy trooper 
without giving your position away. 

FIRE - Depending on the threat 
you're facing, decide on the rate of fire 
you' ll use- high or low, single-shot or 
double-tap. Even if they' re coming 
over the wire, don 't go mad-minute 
rock 'n' roll. It wastes ammo and you 
rarely hit anything. If you have a target 
to engage, or at least a likely enemy 
position, aim low. Ricochets off the 
ground will do more damage than 
rounds zinging through the treetops. 
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This kind of fire will produce enemy 
casualties, thus helping to keep you 
from becoming one. It's kill or be killed 
at this point. 

Remember: DASH -DOWN-
CRAWL-OBSERVE-SlGHTS-FIRE. 
Simply put - take cover and shoot. 
This sequence can be accomplished 
quickly and reflexively - if you prac
tice it until it becomes second nature. It 
will help save your life, take the life of 
the enemy, and win the firefight. 

Remember the recon patrol at the 
water hole? They executed their reac
tion drill quickly and aggressively and 
came out on top. 

I know. It happened to me. ~ 

FULL AUTO 
Continued from page 25 

siderations. But in general - with the 
exception of barrels, belts and maga
zines - your main concern should be 
with moving internal parts. Throw the 
right bits and pieces into your tool box 
and you'll be able to keep that rattle 
gun cranking no matter how close you 
come to the red line. 

(Owners of Colt, Beretta, Heckler & 
Koch and some other manufacturers' 
weapons should be aware that those 
companies will not sell machine gun 
parts to individuals.) 

The following is a list of reliable 
sources for components to older Title II 
firearms. 

Dolf L. Goldsmith (WWI vintage: 
Maxim, Vickers, Lewis Gun), Dept. 
SOF, Suite 202, 800 Isom Road, San 
Antonio, TX 78216; Robert I. Landies 
(WWII: German and Soviet) , Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 687, Chardon, OH 
44024; Sarco, Inc., Dept. SOF, 323 
Union Street, Stirling, NJ 07980; The 
Gun Parts Corp., Dept. SOF, West 
Hurley, NY 12491 ; Sherwood Interna
tional Export Corp., Dept. SOF, 
18714 Parthenia Street, Northridge, 
CA 91324. ~ 

I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 28 

was, Cap'n Rat then squatted down 
and banged the urn on the rail. There 
was a sudden epidemic of raised eye
brows and gaping mouths. With the 
second or third solid thump, the ashes 
broke free and fell out into the air. The 
breeze off the stern had picked up a 
little by that time, however, and in
stead of carrying the ashes off into the 
wind, they were blown back into the 
face of, and onto the uniform of, the 
skipper. With a hysterical look on his 
face he dropped the urn onto the deck 
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and furiously began brushing the ashes 
off himself. 

Up until now, the crowd gathered 
for the ceremony had been doing a 
pretty good job of holding their laugh
ter. It was, after all, a funeral. But 
seeing a company-grade commis
sioned officer doing what resembled 
the Charleston on the flight deck, and 
with an expression on his face that 
looked a lot like Don Knotts in "The 
Ghost and Mr. Chicken" to boot, was 
just too much. Laughter started and 
quickly became contagious. The 
crowd, the honor guard and pretty 
much everybody except the captain, 
the chaplain and the dead guy were in 
hysterics. 

The chaplain, with a mixture of hor
ror and disgust showing on his face, 
walked over, picked up the um and 
tossed it overboard. That was that. The 
crowd gradually dispersed, laughing, 
mumbling and shaking their heads. 

There wasn't too much fallout from 
the incident. Weapons Company was 
never again asked to participate in 
ceremonies of any kind, which wasn't 
all bad as far as I was concerned. 

One thing did come of that little 
show, however. A lot of people, myself 
included, changed their minds about a 
burial at sea. ~ 

SENDERO LUMINOSO 
Continued from page 71 

the street. Through their peephole the 
team had observed at least six males 
entering since sundown. 

"We'll watch the back door," my 
cigar-chewing chauffeur told me as he 
stuck a vintage Walther P-38 9mrn auto 
pistol in his belt. "The uniforms are 
going in the front door pretty soon. My 
guys will scoop up anybody that comes 
out the back. You stay with me, and do 
duck if there is any shooting. I would 
have a hell of a time explaining an Amer
ican corpse on this operation! I might 
even have to say that you were with the 
Senderos." He blew an asphyxiating 
cloud of cigar smoke in my direction and 
smiled, '' It might be the best story if you 
weren't in any shape to talk back. " 

The FM radio crackled with the 
announcement that the uniformed 
assault squad was about three minutes 
away. Turning the volume down on the 
radio, the captain pulled up to the old 
Guardia 's candy stand. Watching the 
back door carefully we dismounted. 

"See the truck?" The captain pointed 
at a Volvo one-tonner parked directly 
across from the target 's door. " That's 
my Q-ship , full of people." 

As we exchanged pleasantries with 
the old Guardia, four figures dismounted 
from the rear of the Volvo and scattered 
up the street , effectively cutting off any 
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"Ail-Weather Protection" 

This SWORD 
UMBRELLA helps keep 

you dry-and safe from 
muggers! The sharp, 10" 

•Underwater 
Cutting and 
Welding 

• Salvage 

•Offshore Oil 

"1.:crt>d•tcdSn\OOI 
Nilt(lnitl 4SSOOi1\oQrl o l 
fr<.tdeand TechncalSc !. 

An ellljllble lnatltullon for student loans & 11rants. 
(Located In the Port of Philadelphia) 

Cail for Complete Course Catalog 

DIVERS ACADEMY 
OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD, INC. 

2500 So. Broadway• Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE N.J. (609) 966-1871 

NAME ~~----------

ADDRESS 

CITY 

PHONE 

---- ST --- ZIP ---

surgical stainless blade 
gives you peace of mind to 

know it's ready to draw 
instantly. 

Blade flexes up to 30° without 
taking a set and has a 2 W' long, 

tapered point designed for deep 
penetration. It's virtually 

undetectable in the secure double 
lock system which is totally 

separate from the umbrella 
mechanism to prevent accidental 

openings of the blade. 
The classic, black nylon 
umbrella-the kind found in tbe 
finest specialty shops-is the best 

obtainable. Telescopes to just 181A" 
overall and weighs only 18 oz. 

Finally, you can get a good looking, 
folding SWORD/UMBRELLA at an 
affordable price. 
#3-LW-222 ....... $49.95. 

r••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••··~ 

Yes, Please Rush Me 
___ "All Weather Protection" 

SWORD UMBRELLAS @ $49.95 each. 
Please add $3.25 for shipping & insurance. 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____________ _ 

Srate ______ ~,.;:!;:;;;:;:::;;;;;:;:-;:;;;;;.. 
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avenues of escape. open, a figure dashed out, closely fol
lowed by a cop. At full tilt the Sendero 
raced across the street toward us. The 
cop suddenly stopped and emptied his 
submachine gun at the Sendero - with 
the little captain and me directly in the 
line of fire! 

"Come on, we're better off in this 
doorway," my host said. I grabbed a 
bottle of Coke from the candy stand and 
followed obediently into the shadows. 
He drew his P-38 and spoke softly into a 
handi-talkie. " Back and ready to go." 

"We're moving," the voice on the 
radio replied. "We'll have the door 
down shortly ." 

Police cars raced in from both direc
tions, blocking off the street as the uni
formed officers burst through the front 
door. We heard shouts, a series of pistol 
shots, then a burst of submachine gun 
fire and more curses. The back door flew 

A round shattered the Coke bottle in 
my hand , leaving me with a slashed 
wrist from the flying shards of glass. I 
threw myself on the ground. 

The Sendero was down in the street. 
The captain ran over to him, coolly cold
cocking him with the P-38 as he tried to 
scramble up, and shouted at the pursuing 
cop, " Savage, imbecile , dumbshit, you 

~ <-'ee JUST ARRIVED 09 ~ 
~e ~l>"\~o<0 NEW CHINESE PELLET RIFLE ;:9 ,.1. ~"' 

" Model TS-45 Magnum 91C'o';:"i;.1 
Order No. TS-45-1 9 

9
.r 

•Single Pump Side Lever Action •Adult type •300 Yard Range 
•.177 Cal. Lead Air Gun Pellet •800 FPS *Break-Open Type, Spring 
Action Air Rifle *Hardwood Stock *Rifled Barrel *Adjustable Sights 
(Front & Back) *All Metal Part Blue 

Order No. TS-45-1 

$42.95 

1 . Rear sight 2. Cylinder 

3. Safety catch 4. Barrel 

5. Front sight 6. Stock 

7. Pul l rod 8. Lock plate 

9. Side-lever 10. Trigger 

Extra 

LEAD PELLETS. 
200 Pellets per box 
10 box•• per carton 

Order No . AC·G6263 PER $ 9 0 0 CTN. 
• 2000 PELLETS • 

* '4.00 Postage & Handling Per Air Rifle "$1.50 Postage & Handling Per Carton of Pellets 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Lucky Street, Box 129F , Fayette, Mo. 65248 5:.~~~e 

VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. wt~t~~Ser 
TOLL-FREE (M-F, 8 am - 5 pm) (Alter 5 & Weekends) 
24-Hours ORDERS ONLY 1 ·800-248-5128 or 1 ·800-227-1617 Ext. 601 

*RARE COLLECTORS FIND* 
link's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 

brand new & unissued 
World ·s last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Un its for 
training . sport and Special Ops. 50%cotton / 50% poly , 2-piece 
jacket with zipper , tight running pants wi th pocket. and leg 
straps per military specs. Onl y large and med ium left. Tink has 
the lot. and is sell ing them fi rst come. first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500sets remain . Exce llent for working 
out, hunt ing, lounging around . trai ning or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Bes t Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa . Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium: S99.95 for large and ex tra-large. 
Safarlland Hunting Corp. 
P.O. Box NN, Dept. S.O.F. '67, Mclean, VA 22101 
No C.O.D.s. Payments in US funds only. 
Drawn on US banks only. 
Shipped UPS - give UPS address. 
Tel. 703/356-1997 or 7031356-0620. 

, Catalog $1 .00. 
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almost killed me. Put that gun away be
fore I stick it up your ass!" 

The other intelligence squad members 
ran up to help and I saw they were armed 
with Model 97 shotguns, an ideal 
weapon for dark encounters. I scrambled 
to my feet, doing a mental once-over that 
everything was okay, and walked over to 
appraise the catch. Surprisingly enough, 
the Sendero was not wounded; he had 
either slipped or thrown himself down. 

''Throw this son of a bitch in the 
truck.' ' The captain shined a light in the 
terrorist's face, revealing a well-dressed 
man of perhaps 35 years, with an edu
cated look about him. " This is no work
er. Perhaps he 's a fucking intellectual. 
Who are you?" 

The Senderista made no reply, throw
ing himself limply against his captors. 
The little captain, his blood up, caught 
the black hair of the terrorist and threw 
his head back , forcing the nasty snout of 
his P-38 into his mouth . "Talk or don't 
talk , son of a bitch. I kill you now or I 
kill you later. " 

I never did find out what happened to 
him. 

PERU'S TROUBLED 
ECONOMY 

Democracy is not the root cause of 
discontentment and insurrection in Peru. 
Its poor economy is . And it continues to 
gnaw away at many a Peruvian 's hope 
for a better future . 

Beginning with the Belaunde govern
ment in the early 1980s, a development 
program was launched to restore free
market conditions to an economy which 
had been heavily state-controlled during 
the military regime . Unfortunately, this 
program has been slowed by budget def
icits and depressed world markets. Pro
duction is down on farm cooperatives set 
up by past non-democratic administra
tions , and since some crops are ex
ported , thi s has adversely affected 
Peru's balance of payments . 

Peru is a mining country, but foreign 
prices for its lead, copper and silver are all 
depressed. Gold prices are also down but 
have been offset by increased production. 
The same is true of Peruvian oil. 

Alan Garcia's strategy for handling 
the immense foreign debt has been to 
simply repudiate it, announcing there 
was no way Peru could pay. Repudiation 
of the foreign debt ensures that little new 
foreign capital will ever come to the 
country, and foreign capital is vital if the 
current economic crisis is to be weath
ered . He recently backpedaled a bit on 
this decision and announced that a small 
payment would be made toward the in
terest on the foreign debt. 

Still , inflation has been running be-

Continued on page 95 
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NIGHT VISION SIGHT 
AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 
FEATURES 
• Range 300 to 400 Meters 
• Automatic brightness control 
• Focus - 4 Ft. to infinity 
• Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 

(smallest of the military scopes) 
• 18mm Image Intensifier 

Excellent Condition 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
• Night Vision Sight 
• Daylight Filter 
• Combat Eye Guard 
•AR 15/M 16 & M14/M1A 

Adapt. Bracket 
• Manual • Battery 
• Carrying Case 

$1,695.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 

Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 

(215) 791-5710 

YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE ... 
THETIMBA® 

COMBAT SURVIVOR 
by Paci fic Cutlery Corp. 

• 12" Overall Length 
• 6Vi'' Stainless Blade 

• Textured Black M icarta 
Handle 
• Military Non-Glare 

Finish 
• Military Black 

Sheath 
• Li fetime 

Warranty 
$12000 

~ 

• Overall Length 8 V." 
• 3 1Xi;" Stainless Blade 
• Black Micarta Handle 
• Nickel Silver Bolster 
• Military Non-Glare Finish 
• Black Leather Boot-Clip Sheath 
• Li fetime Warranty 

$59, 95 by Paci fic Cutlery Corp. 'iffJfJ. 

v~ s~ ~O«de 
P.O. Box 711 5 I Dept. S. I Charlottesville, VA 22906 

CALL 804-973-7858 
MC VISA Money Order or Check 
Shipping - $2 AK HI Foreign $5 
* COWR CA TA LOGUE $2 * 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck . Meets and exceeds "Threat L evel 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.01. W eighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Front & Back Protector ... . $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . . . . . . $27 .50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U .S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MA TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

GET LOST 
HOW TO GET LOST AND 
ST ART ALL OVER AGAIN 

by Gary B. Clark 
This book is for all people who are so 

troubled by financial problems that the only 
solution seems to be to "get Jost" from it all. 
The first half of this book deals with the 
financial problems that might make a person 
want to get lost. The other half provides 
information on how to get lost. The reader 
is left with these choices: Deal with the 
problems and overcome them ; Get Jost on a 
short term basis, then deal with your 
problems; Get lost on a permanent basis and 
start all over again. Other topics covered are: 
How to establish fake identification , a fake 
job history; What you should do if you can 't 
pay your debts; How to get money to Get 
Lost with ; Keeping your creditors at bay, so 
you can start all over again, and much more. 

In today's plastic world , it is easy to get in 
over your head - if this happens to you , you 
will need to know How To Get Lost And Start 
All Over Again. 
1986, 5''2 x 8''2, 138 pp, soft cover. $10.95 
postpaid. 

Loompanlcs Unlimited PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Please rush copi es of HOW TO GET LOST 
to me at the following address. I have 
enclosed $10.95 per copy which includes 
shipping and handling . 

Name ------------ ,._ 
Address 12 
City/ State/Zip £ 

T>fSAPPEAR 
HOW TO DISAPPEAR 

COMPLETELY 
AND NEVER BE FOUND 

by Doug Richmond 

Heavy-duty disappearing techniques /or 
those with a "need to know!" This book tells 
you how to pull off a disappearance, and 
how to stay free and never be found . It 
analyzes all the ways you cou ld be found by 
whoever might be looking for you - and 
tells you how to evade their pursuit. It also 
tells how to plan for a disappearance, how to 
arrange for new identification, how to get a 
job, establishing credit, finding a place to 
live, and even how to stage a "Pseudocide" 
to make your pursuers th ink you are dead! 

Also included are cases histories, how to 
avoid leaving a paper trail , how to make it 
appear you have left the country, and much 
more! Everything you need to know about 
How To Disappear Completely And Nerer 
Be Found is in this amazing new book! 

1986, 5''2 x 8 1'2, 107 pp, soft cover. $13.00 
postpaid. 

.... 
Loompanlcs Unlimited PO Box 1197 :E 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 l:; 
Please rush copies of HOW TO ctJ 

DISAPPEAR to me at the fo llowing address. 
I have enclosed $13.00 per copy which 
includes sh ipping and handling. 

Name .. . ... . ... ..... ... . ...... . . . •.. . ... 

Address . . ... . .... ... .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . 

City/State/Zip .. . .. . . .. . .. . ....... • ..... • 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible'' to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses -
• Hideouts, Deep Cover ---
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 .. -----• EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Sla1er "C", Box"8410-AP, Fo1mtain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your {D Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice D FIRST CLASS, $5.00 lo order.) 
I [Calllornla residents please add 6% sales tax.[ I 
I O Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip _I 

.. ____________ .. 
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LEGENDARY 
ARMS, INC. 

SAMURAI SWORD 
(Daito) Item # 5 1. 
Spring Steel Blade 
$34.99 
Small Samurai (Shoto) 
$29.99 

NINJA TO 
Item # 510 
Spring Steel Blade 

~$39~ 

~= 

CHARLEVILLE 
BAYONET 

-= lbc 
ORDERING INFORMATION 

LEGENDARY ARMS INC. 
P.O. Bnx 20238. Crrele~· Squa re Station P.O . 
New York , N.Y. 1000 1-99!12 1 (2121.532 -HOSS Dept. SOF 
Sena cnec1<.sor money 01oers New York. res1oen1s aoa 7% Sates Ta~ 
Ca1a109ve s 1 00 Stl1oo•n9 ano nanolmg aoo 

~e~~t ~110.oo :~~2~1 ~;~3~1 ::~4~1 ~:~~I :!~~~! j !~~ .. ~e1r 
Add Sl.i5 $2.2S S2.i5 $3 .iS S!'i.00 $7 .00 10 3 

~i~terC:ml. VISA ACCEPTED SATISf"ACTION GUARANTEED 
,\limmum crffiil c-.ird order $2.S.00. OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

HANDMADE IN AMERICA 

BULLWHIP 

A superior quality, genuine working west
ern bullwhip. Perfectly balanced with 
covered revolving steel handle. Thick, top 
grain, latigo leather, eight plait tapered, 
complete with leather popper. Ideal .for 
stock yard use, adventure, survival. Avail
able in the following lengths and prices: 
6'-$31.50, 8'-$41.50, 10'--$51.50, 12'
$61.50, 14'-$78.50. Price includes pos
tage, handling and ins. Colo. res. add 
3.6% sales tax. M/C & Visa accepted. 
Include card number and expiration date. 
Send name and address with check or 
money order to: 

THE LEATHERSMITH 
FINE LEATHER GOODS 

1015 EVERGREEN AVE., DEPT. SF 
BOULDER, CO 80302 
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POWERFUL REPEATER 

AIR PISTOL 

ONLY .... 

s249s 
SHOOTS DARTS 

AND 
PELLETS TOO 

No C02 Cartridges 
Required 

FIRES 20 BB'S WITHOUT RELOADING! 
Exciting to handle ... all the heft and balance of 
a real .45! Authentic "cock and slide" pump 
action. Powerful! Fires .177 Pellets at a muzzle 
velocity of 170 Feet Per Second. Clip holds up 
to 20 BB's. Fires Darts and .177 Pellets also . 
Economical - no C02 cartridges required. A 
thr ill ing postal for bbth target and varm it chasing. 
2 Safety Catches. Weighs a hefty 1 lb.·8 oz. Maxi
mum Range 150 Yards. Not sold in N.Y.S. or N.J. 
No. 2270-Marksman Pistol .. ................ .. .. $24.95 
No. 2099-Box of 400 BB's ............. ......... $ 2.98 
No. 2100-Box of 200 (.177 Call Pellets .... $ 2.98 
No. 2104-Box of 12 Darts ............ .. ...... .. .. $ 4.98 

Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-D, 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538. 
Include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 

20 Acres (or more) s1arting at $6950. with $500. down. 
Low Monthly Payments. Near Beautiful Yellowstone 
Park and Na tional Forests. In the hea rt o f trophy elk . 
deer. moose, antelope and tu rkey hunting. Blue ribbon 
trout streams . Guaranteed Access. INSURED TITLE AND 
WARRANTY DE ED. Your Inspect ion Welcomed . FREE 

Brochure. Video Tapes Availab le. 

Coll Today TOLL FREE: 1 ·800-252 -5263 

Yellowstone Basin Properties 
11 19 N. 7t h Ave .. Dept. SF. P.O. Box 3027 

Bozema n. MT 59722-3027 e (406) 587-5469 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughloul lhe world loday . corporallons. professional 
men . and businessmen are spending millions annually 10 in· 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where imporlant plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The '' HOUND DOG" is a wise investmenl for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden . 
or may be hidden in the future . in eilher home or ollice . No 
radio transmilter. no maller how well it may have been hid
den. can escape deleelion by lhe "HO UND DOG " 

The '' HOUND DOG " is an advanced eleelronic ins1rumen1 
designed !or the sole purpose of localing hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a mailer ol minules . The " HOUND DOG .. snills out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures. wall s, desks. chairs. etc .. 
regardless ol their operaling lrequency . 

The ' 'HOUNO DOG '' is simple lo use . Single knob adjusl· 
menl calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movemen l. By simply sweeping the 
probe pasl walls. chairs. plClures . desks . elC . lhe presence 
of any 1ransmit1er wi ll cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter read ing will con linue 10 rise as lhe probe approaches 
the transmitter. 

We believe you will lind lhe "HOUND DOG" out perlorms 
most other units selling lor several limes lhe price. This item 
has been bu ill since t 962 . Each one is backed by a J·year 
warranty by us . 

Probe· 

extends to 
16 inches 

SIZE .16x24x8.21NC HES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many rimes more powerful than other transmlters . 
· Transmits up lo v. ml~ lo any FM radii ·E>sy IO 

Assemble Kil • up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 

' $19.95 
Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5 .00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK . For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

ARCLIGHT 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

(315) 798-1106 

BDUs 
\Voodh111d ....... s23so 
Black ................ s25so 
Desert... ............ 52550 

Tigcrstripc ..... s25so 

Current Issue 
Brnnd :'\cw 

Sm, :\hi. L:1. XL 

Pants 
or 

Jackets 

.MAI Flight Jacket 
Reversible Orange 
Black ............................................. s3600 
0 .D ................................................ SJ600 

Gerber Knives 
BlvIF ............................................. 5110°0 

l 'AC 11 ........................................... s6500 
J\11K1.. .............................................. s 3soo 
GU ARDI AN ............................. SJ600 

Large Alice Pack 
w / Frnmc Strnps & Hip-pad LC-2 
ALL NE\V .................................... 575°0 

Ballistic Knife ...................... s70°0 

lnelnde 
S.1.90 
Postage 

ARC LIGHT 
2Jl0 Portal Rd. 
L tica, N Y 1J501 

C ut:dol! 
s 2.00 
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9mm Luger 
tv\agatrne Capacity 31 Rou nds 
Barrel Length 8 5/16" 
Weight 4 lb .. 13 oz. 
Full Blowback. semt·duto. fires from a closed breech; Bol t type 
magazine catch; Ejection port equipped with automatic trap 
door, opens on fi rst shot; Timrned barrel. wi th dove·ta il mount. 

LASER SCOPES $595.99 
Model P 786 
Range 
Length 
Widest point 

Model P 986 
Range 
Length 
Widest Point 

Model P 1086 

bOO t\ileters 
7 Inches 
3 Inches 

300 Meters 
9% Inches 
1 'h Inches 

Range 600 1\ilcters 
l.engt h 10 'h Inches 
Widest Point 1 1

/. Inches 

All of the listed Laser Scopes weight app. 8 oz , use Lithium 
b,1ttery packs and Me 5695.00 

Clll CK VISA MAS rl R CM~D A1\ ll RIC A ~ XPR i' SS 

API Marketing, Inc. 
1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 (714) 722·9067 

CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES 
by Marshall Ramey 

SURVIVAL MASTER - THE KNIFE FOR THE SURVIVALIST. 

$ 1 85 
B" BLAOE OF 11.- 440-C WITH NON GLARE 
COMBAT FINISH WITH OR WITH OUT 
SAW TEETH. 13"' OVERALL LENGTH. 

WATERPROOF HOLLOW HANDLE MADE OF STAINLESS 
STEEL FOR INSIDE COMPASS ADO SIS.00. 

NAME ETCHING FREE! 

GUNG-HO - THE ALMOST INDESTRUCTIBLE KNIFE. R" 

~ 1 85 
BLADE OF 11.- 440-C WITH NON GLARE 

' COMBAT FINISH WITH OR WITH OUT 
SAW TEETH. 12'1• OVERALL LENGTH. 

OLE OF DURABLE MICARTA WITH BRASS HILT. PINES 
ANO BRASS LINED LANYARD HOLE. THIS KNIFE IS 
ESPECIALLY OESIGNEO FOR COMBAT. 

NAME ETCHING FREE! 

To order send certified check or money order for lull amount. 
include S3.00 shipping. (Arkansas orders add sales taxJ 
Delivery time ma xi mum 90 days. Send SASE plus SI .00 for 
more information. 

RAMey Knives 
P.O. Box 2589 - West Helena. AR 72390 

(501) 572-5256 or 572-1831 
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NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 
"NO LIE GI" 

T6 

T30 

(Sin Loi Viclor Charlie means tough shit VC} 
Money Orders prompt, ~ shipping 

T-Shirts 9.95
Each 1nc1ue1cs & h 

Shuis Screened Fron! & Back "No Chea Charlie!' 
available if specified. ST A TE SIZE & STYLE NO 

For Ove1seas Air Mail add S22Sfltem 
"SAT Cong means Kiii Communists" 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A No. 2 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog !free wilh purchase] 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 
1'dd $1.05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath· 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip . Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

TOMAHAWK 
by 

Frost 
4" Closed 

Custom 
Scrimshaw 

Logo's 

440 c 
RC56·58 

Pat. Fros t/ Cargil Sidelock • Bone Handles • Custom 
Designed • Select Specia l Forces, Airborne or SOF logo 

Only S 3 8 95 + $2.00 ship. & hand. COD $5.00 

Visa / Mastercard It -----------
Exp . Date Home Ph:-------

Toll Free order line I ·800·25 I · 4422 
free lis t or the k n ives with order . 

WEST COAST CUTLERY 
\\ '/11.:n.· tlll· /Jn,{1..·.~:;irm11 / .~/11 11 1.~ 

P.O. Ho . ...: :219-1 . Ho::-cv illc, C..-\ 1)57-1-6 
(9t6) 791 -2961 

G Terrorism 
G Violent Assault 
(!)Privacy Invasion 

E) "Bugs" & Telephone Taps 
G Burglary /Theft-

Home, car or Business 
G Natural and Man-Made 

Disasters 

Send for our latest catalog of hard
to-find, state-of-the-art, security 
and personal protection products. 
Including: hidden ,.fes, laser gunsights, bulletproof · 
clothing, electronic briefcases, night vision, stun guns, 
tear gas, privacy assurance devices and much more ... 

SEND s3 [SSdlscoun1 
coupon included 

• with Catdlog) 

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION 
PBODUCTllXC. 

1834 First St., Ste 3 
Napa, CA 94559 

For Visa/MC call (707) 253-7142 

You May 
Get Lonely ... 
but you'll never be cold in a quilted 
vest or jacket liner. Made in the 
U.S.A. to strict military specifica
tions. These field vest or jacket liners 
are guaranteed to keep you warm 
under the most grueling conditions. 
Quality construction throughout. 
Olive drab color in sizes S, M, L, 
and XL. 

r------------1 
Jacket Liner C 
Size(s) 
Total Jacket Liners 
___ X $14.95 each$ __ _ 
Vest Liner 
Size(s) ______ _ 
Total Vest Liners 
___ X $9.95 each 

Shipping & Handling 
Arkansas residents must 
add 5% sales tax 

1.75 

Total$ ___ _ 
Send Check or money order to: 
Outdoor Outfitters Company 
P.O. Box 9615, Little Rock, AR 7221 9 
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Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

AT HOME 

• AUDIO/ VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 

• LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 

Men· Women · Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective o r 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job , and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

before you invest. Send NOW for lull facts. • 
~~~e~~~~v~~:"1~~:~:~~~~~y 3i~~~~t?g~~i~g • 

~..._ 1 11/11/11111/ 11!<1'/'/n/111,1!1 .~11,1111c·• 

r ·ar 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

EsL 1973 

Rush FREE facts. Show me how I can leam al home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 

AGE 

.;QORESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

t_ _ - _"#\i!_IJ!&®§!!§j!lj 

JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 

• •• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi· 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, ski l lful gunhandling, mental con· 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level- introductory, refresher, 
remedial , intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms confl ict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

Our student-teacher rat io is three·to-one on 
the range and one·to·one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty f iring 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE "THE FIRST WITH THE MOST" 

For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, wri te: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 

PAULO EN, ARIZONA 86334 
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JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

"Imitated 
but 

unequaled" 

Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 1501) 008-2011 

tl•t1MMM 
and a coupon for 

-..---..-. ,::::=::~~F::.,;,:REE BINOCULARS 

"' Moneyback Guarantee 
JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS, 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices . . CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22¢ 
Buy for as little as 1¢ on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1987 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and listing ol Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Plus FREE 
BINOCULARS Coupon only $4.00 SURPLUS, DEPT. 8178 

__ -82!~...?'~~WJ .• 2£l!!l!t- - --

• 

Spartan Supply Co. 
P.O. Box 310, Hixson TN 37343 

1-800-843-1251 except TN 
TN & Info. call 615-899-5742 

• SPLATMASTER 
w / Safety Goggles 

$67.95 

O range Paint Pe llets, 120/ box . 
Yellow Pa int Pellets , 120/ box . 

We carry a comp lete line o f survival game 
and Splatmaster accessories . 

~BIONICEAR 

~ $66.00 

Op<;ooo/ BOOSTER • 
$38.00 ~ 

COMBO Package ONLY . .... $96.00 

TAYLOR 'f 
CUTLERY _.. 

MCR 11 " . . . .. 21.9S 
Features Tonio- type blade & leather sheath 

ORDER INFO: $25.00 m in . order . We ship UPS. ca sh , 
COO, prepaid cashie r's o r cerl . check . S3.25 serv. chg. 
on e ll orders . Fr i. and insura nce addi t iona l-include 
when sending pml . w order. All bus . a nd pers. cks. 
held 3 w ks. for clearance. Money refunded on out·of
stock items. Prices subj. to change. All mchdse. 
guaranteed by m onuf. Return defecti ve merch. d i rec l ly 
l o monul . N o returns without prior authorization. N o 
re turns a ccep ted COD. TN res . inc lude to1< exemption 
form. Tol l free numbers o re for orders only . HOURS: 
M·Th . 9 a .m. ·8:30 p .m . . F. 9 o .m .·7 p.m . . So t. 9 
o .m .·5·30 p .m . Sun. 12.30 o .m .·5:30 p.m. 

$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 
by David Steele 

81/z"x11 :· 149 pages, 180 photos. Knile Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to Insure the personal survival ol 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: " GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states . . .. $33.00 

HK tr i i(7'?sif4S6.50 

Heckler & Koch G3 (Selective Fire HK 91) Owners Manual OR 
Heckler & Hock HK33 (Selective Fire HK 93) Owners Manual 
• Assembly/ disassembly • All liring modes shown in a step by step 
• Operation/maintenance/ sequence ol diagrams showing the 

repair function ol all parts involved 
More lhan 50 pages with photos and diagrams. 

Sll.95 
MERCENARY'S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 
written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
inlerviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD .. N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. GLADYS 
18181 763·0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Prices subject to change • Catalog S2.00 • Or<lers pal<l with money or<Jer 
or credit card sent immed1a1ely. personal check orders held 4 weeks. 
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GUN 
'TS 

SUCCESSORS 
TO 

NUMRICH 
ARMS PARTS 

DIVISION 

BRAND NEW CATALOG• BRAND NEW CATALOG 

As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are.now the World' s L a rgest Supplier of Gun 

Parts' W e wi ll con -

111:~ ~~~!}[~I;~~ 
the 250 Million Machine Gun, 

'vlilitary, Commercial, Ant ique, Gun Parts we stock. 

~~RR,;:~~~~~E~g~ Q~~i~ U.S . send $4 95 

THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 
BOX SOF-3 WEST HURLEY NEW YORK 12491 
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Tl"'BERSHEPHERDTM 
TIMBERWOLF I GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 
As se'en in S. W . AT. Magazine, November 1983 
and •Survival Guide Magazine, August, 1984 

"THE ULTIMATE K·9" . 
• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 
~ POLICE PATROL 
• SCOUTING & TRACKING 
• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 
All trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 

Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEAL TH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
"Bred solely by" .. . 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-3C, Alken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND is3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE -

TIMBERSHEPHERDTM 
TIMBERWOLF/QERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 
As seen in S. W. A. T. Magazine, November 1983 

and Survival Guide Magazine, August , 1984 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family and kids. 

DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD™ with the 
v, wolf V. shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpred ictable and 
unsuitable as a stable home companion or working dog. 

THE TIMBERSHEPHERD™ is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD, 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 

Timberwolves and the Finest German Import Shepherds. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the Ger
man Shepherd, Rottwleler, or Doberman Pincher. 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive, employing 
latest techn iques and standards currently in use by the 
U.S. Dept. o f Defense Miiitary IM:lrking Dog Program. 
FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAM ENT, HIP GUARANTEES. 
--SHIPPING AVAILABLE WOR LDWIDE. --

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-3C, Alken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE-

* RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 
Original style and pattern as featured on cover of 
S.0 .F. May 1986 

* SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORIAL CAMO 
Night pattern. Grey and Black 

•RUGGED• FULLYREINFORCED, COMBATCAMO 
D FIELD JACKET-4 pockets. fully lined. epullettes. draw 
strings. heavy duty zipper (Soulh African jackel is hooded) 
D PANTS<> pockets. waist adjusters. belt loops 
D SHORTS-4 pockels. waisl adjusters. bell loops 
D SHIRT-2 pockets'. long sleeves 
D T-SHIRT-shorl sleeves. I 00% cotton 
D BUSH HAT-lined. Boonie style. broad rim 
ALL GARMETS AVAILABE IN SI ZES S.M .L.XL 

D CHECK OR MIO 
ENCLOSED 

-- (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

0 BILL MY 
O VISA 
[l MASTERCARD 

~ 
~"'_ NAME ----------
_ _G~,:_ A DDRESS 

·~- ~ CITY/STATEIZIP I CARD # _______ EXP. __ 

SIG . --------- ---

Mii CORP. DEPT. A 
P.O . BOX 480329 LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 

PHONE #1-213-933-5924 
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CLASSIFIED 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay
ment. Advertisers offering infonnation packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word - $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we detennine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi
fied, P .0. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE· SHOULD SEEK ASSIST
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements · in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

BOUNTY HUNTING- legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90. Depew, NY 14043. (113) 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (129) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 lor our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(1 13-11) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, photographs, literature, video cassettes. Cata
log: $3. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W 5T6. (118-11) 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1 . 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVEL TY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-11) 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS. OR MAKES CAU.S 

MADE OF RUGGED. NON-REA.ECTJVE B!ACK RUBBER 

$85 
With Shipping & Ins Paid 

CASH. CHECK. MONEY ORDER 
VISA ' MASTERCARD • 

· Send card number and ~xpiralion date 
ALSO AVAIIABl.E 

• 13.."ttery pov.1ered Pielct Phones • Sound powered Pield 1-'honC$ 
• Telephones and Books on T elcphones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 
Vtet·Amertcan~ 

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 
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DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world. like the 
one above? Crossed wilh lhe finest German Shepherd 
imports: •12 wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wol f-crosses QDJ.y. 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info - $5.00. 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597. Henrietla, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657·6220 or 704·657·9273 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also availabf9--iJhone number, remailing, mail for
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For inlormation en
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (602) 993-7534. (114-11) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel
mets, every1hingl Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (119) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra
cuse, NY 13208. (132) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box. 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-11) 

NIGHT VISION/SURVEILLANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK WITH 

ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 
High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 

Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 
rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information, demonstration and 
delivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 
212-697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos
ton, MA 02123. (116-11) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115) 

OUR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE will receive, forward, and 
remail your correspondence anywhere in the world. Security 
and confidentiality guaranteed. Free details. THE MANHAT
TAN TRANSFER, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, BANGKOK 
10500 THAILAND. (1 15-1) 

R&R BANGKOK 1987, whether you enjoyed it, or missed out 
on it, Bangkok is still fantastic. We're organizing a group ol 400 
VN Vets for 1 O days. R&R that will definitely put a smile on your 
face. Complete details write: R&R, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang 
Suan, Bangkok 10500 THAILAND. (115-2) 

BOOBYTRAP ALARMS, smoke grenades, flares (aerial
ground), simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. AZTEC, Box 
1888 (Dep't. S), Norcross, GA 30091 . (121) 

BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared firearms 
dealer kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, 
records - everything! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! 
GUARANTEED I $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (113) 

HEAR FEDERAL AGENTS on your scanner! FBI, ATF, Secret 
Service, Treasury, Customs, FCC, Immigration, Border, CIA, 
Military, etc. Directories reveal 100,000 "secret" frequencies, 
bug/wiretap/surveillance methods. Big free catalog I CAB, Box 
56-SF, Cammack, NY 11725. (113) 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE. Guaranteed genuine price list 
$1. Elephant hair bracelets $15 each. COMMAND POST, 
3025 Highway 31 South, Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 
663-5678. (116) 

,.,,, 
4 TO 6 WEEK OEUVERY 

Thic:k, 
H igh-Grade 
leather 

From: 
CATILE BARON•• LEATHER CO. 

• SOLID LEAlllER CORE - The ORtGINAL As 
Used 1n EXPEDmONS Around lhe World 

• Alt HAND·PlAITEO, THICK, Genuine 
TOP-GRAIN BELTING l EAntER w/ 

peqnanent THICK TIP 
• Original ''Ruddy· 

Brown" Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 

HANDLE & BALL WI 
WRIST LOOP 

NJ HASSl£S • NJ DELAYS TARGET USE TM 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. PRICES' ORIGINAL 10 Fl. Le""h S109.95 I 
- Foreign Add ID>/o - LEA~~R ~~~/;A:~1~1~:~~ 

• A FOAMIOABU: SURVIVAL TOOL • I 
When s ..... \JflQ Property •• KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP Of the ADVENTIJRfJrS BUllWHlf"' MOVE 

~~~::~~:r:~I~ - I 
The HIGHEST OUAUTY, TOUGHEST BUllWHIPS 

Available - Perleclly 8Al..AACEO For ACCURACY. 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 Dept SOF-3 _j .. , 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 >I 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (117-11) 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800's to 
date, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Parachute 
Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Unilorms, 
Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. Send $3 for catalog, $12 
overseas. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd .. Santa Monica, CA 90403. (119-11) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS-Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star- $50; Bronze 
Star-$35; Armed Forces Expeditionary- $15; Vietnam Ser
vice-- $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar- $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-11) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden
tial lorwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. (118) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, nes, Plaques, Tankards, etc., ol 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (115) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831 . (113) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code riame fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF2, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(113) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851 . (11 3) 

WARNING: PROTECT WHAT'S YOU RS! 
TO 

A . 8 1/2 X 11 " EXTERIOR S IGN INTRUDERS 
THE OWNER B. 4X 5 " STICKY BACK S IGN 

OF THIS PROPERTY FIRST SIGN- $4.00 
HASA EACH AOOtTIONAL SIGN $2.00 GUN Pleasespec1lys1gn 1ypeam1ouanuty, ANO KNOWS HOW 

TO USE IT! lt EncloseSOc tor postage & llarldling NoC.O D's 

,J~ 
ORDER TODAY! 

SHOOT STRAIGHT ENTERPRISES • C 
' 19!1. SwOO!SlU>Gwl(~ll"',.I!" Box34282 Bethesda. MO 20817 
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We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time_ This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in ' WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination in~t proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlin insects off of ou . 

Castuers check . money Qr.der . personal criec k$ qr Visa & Maste1 ard 
gladlyaccepteo NOCOD"s All merchanc11se1s 100%guaranteeo 
Residents o! Alaska . Hawau and Puerto Rico add 5% tor sn1ppmg 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Cash income opportu
nities. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (116-1-lt) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG I Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(116-2-lt) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val
ley, CA 92728. (11 6-3-lt) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Pol ice catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (113) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War/Hunting books un
obtainable in USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 
404, Alberton 1450 SOUTH AFRICA. Free catalog. (116-R) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, learn 
how. PO Box 1132Y, Doylestown, PA 18901. (115) 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife . A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position . 

Model K98-P 
saso Ea. 

and •1'0 UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-3-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 

Westbury, New York 11590 

M1 GARANDS: direct from the government, CHEAP; pur
chase instructions $6. CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYS
TEMS, Box 4093SOF, Star City, WV 26504. (113-1) 

MILITARY SURPLUS, URBAN CAMO, Military Pistol and 
Assault Rifle Magazines, Steiner Military Binoculars and much 
more! Navy blue watch caps new $2.99 ppd, GI Gas Mask 
Bags, VGC, $3.50 ppd, send $2 (refundable) for40-page cata
log. WYLAND'S, PO Box 22493, Beachwood, OH 44122-
0493. (113) 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPEONAS. Good fees! Must be US 
citizen. Send $2 infonnation package. PROCESS SERVER, 
Box 222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (115) 

HOW-TO VIDEO TAPES. FLO Strip/Disassy/Assy. AR15 $26, 
Govt. 45 $21, PPKs $21, postage paid. Specify VHS or BET A. 
Guaranteed. TJE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, Box 50141-SF, 
Reno, NV 89513. (113) 

SPIES WANTED FOR THE ORIENT. If you're looking for the 
ultimate in real adventure, steeped in the mystique of the 
crossroads of Asia, then our Espionage Holiday is for you. 1 O 
days and nights, single $3999, couples $4999. FREE DE
TAILS, MTCOL, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, Bangkok 
10500 THAILAND. (116) 
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GERMAN 4-WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY UNIMOG, 
(Pre-1968) $8,000 and up. Write Martin's Enterprises, 2036 
South Park Ave., Buffalo, NY 14220. (113) 

GENUINE RUSSIAN ARMY & NAVY BELTS WITH 
BRASS HAMMER & SICKLE BUCKLE, 100% original 
$34.95 ppd. enamelled 0.R.'s cap star $6.95. N.C.O.'s cap 
star with wreath $10.95. Mastercard welcome. to: A.8.1., 10 
CHATHAM STREET, RAMSGATE, KENT, ENGLAND, 
TEL.(ENGLAND) 843-67816. (113) 

POLICE-COMBAT EQUIPMENT - Discounted! Huge 
catalog - $1 . CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon , CA 
92020. (113) 

BADGES. Custom made - your specifications. Huge 
selection. Giant catalog, $5. (refundable) . CROWN, 878A 
Jackman, El Cajon, CA 92020. (113) 

BOOKS - MANUALS. All Subjects - Publishers. 
Discounted. Huge catalog - $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (113) 

LICENSED FEDERAL FIREARMS DEALERS make 
money! Buy wholesale. Sell guns and ammunition to others 
at retail. Order guns for non-licensees on cost-plus basis. 
FREE: "Starting Your Own Gun Business" (packed with 
information for your success!). License guaranteed or 
refund! $7.95. METRO, Box 2161-SF, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(114) 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 

/Oo% t 
'Q~ld 

"1oqe . 

We Pay Postage ,,, '"" us
4 

* More " muzzle" energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 100 ft. per sec. 

* Om 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit, raccoon, 
cat, dog, fo1 , badger, eren coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood . 
* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: S20!! 
Extra power bands : S3!! per se t. Ammo: SB !! per lb. 

Doolor Inquiries 60-0ay 
Welcome Money-bock Guarantee 

!Vi ii Send C.O. D. 702,361·8341 

Ron Sir1cloir 279 £. Wu111 Sprincs Rd. l u VtcH, lh. 8912l 

REMAIL SERVICE. Confidential! Letters only one dollar round 
trip. Street address or box. WILSON, PO Box 22, Amherst, OH 
44001. (113) 

MURPHY'S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS: dozens of 
entertaining, thought-provoking maxims on 24x36 illustrated 
poster in tube mailer. For Veteran, enthusiast alike. Send 
$6.95 postpaid to: ARCLIGHT, Box 58170-SF5, Suite 1045, 
Houston, TX 77258. MONEY BACK IF NOT DELIGHTED. 
(114-KEY) 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 21 countries detailed, latest 
loopholes. Legal requirements. "Back-door" maneuvers. Free 
details. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (116-4-lt) 

FIREWORKS, ROCKET SUPPLIES AND RELATED ITEMS. 
Catalog $1. NORSTARR, PO Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 
(121-lt) 

MOVING? 
.... 

PLACE LABEL HERE 

111K/MS 

Strt~d Apt. "o-
C ity /Sta le/ Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER 01' FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

NEW Full-Auto Machine Pistol 
Comple t el y L ega l -No F.F.L, Pcnmts. or Spec1,1I Licenses needed. 
Deckmed a non-gun by B.A T.f_. Shoots .38 cat. Prime r fi red Pamr ~Jlammo 
<J I 1.200 rnd:. . per mm. from an open boh . Looks and shoo1s like the legendary 
MAC 10. Grea1 for plinking. 1dr9e1 prarnce. and jusr pl;:11n fun. This fantas1ic 
gun is n1rrenrly being used by many m1l11ary .md police special weapons 
rram1ng units. Now you l·an enjoy the thrill of Full ·Aulo Shoaling 

4 IO F .P.S. • I00- 125' Effectiv(• Ran g" • 160' Max. Range 

24 rnd . 

Full -A ul o $299 .00 
S1•mi-A u10 $275.00 

. 
Am mo 

95 (per 50) 
r e loada bl e 

P.O. Box 1500 •Cre stview, FL 32536 • (904) 682-2492 

Call toll free: I-800-553-POST 
or writ e for F REE Catalog on a ll lines. 

30% OFF GERBER KNIVESI No minimum order required! 
Send $1 for complete catalog! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401 . (113) 

RUGGED ELITE CORPS: free intensive commando short 
course. Also advanced commando, jungle, mountain, desert 
training. Treasure expeditions. MORE. Best anywhere. ln
fonnation $1. FORTUNE'S OWN, PO Box 1913E, Fannington, 
NM 87499. (122) 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE- Bachelor's, Master's and 
Doctorates can be earned through HOME STUDY. Degrees 
are also obtainable in Psychology, Hypnotherapy, Sociology, 
Business Administration , Education , Theology and Para
psychology. For catalog and infonnation about the degrees 
and requirements, send $2 for postage and handling to: ST. 
JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, 31916 Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 
70462. (115) 

MERCENARY HANDBOOK- useful to anyone planning or 
participating in Mercenary operations. $12.95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SRG, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (115) 

Super powertul David Sling, 
The Ultimate survival and I hunting weapon . Made of the roughest leather. Can be 

I kept in pocket or worn around head . Incredible 600 ' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles . Hunt birds 

I out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. 
Astound friends , great for Hunters , Farmers, Campers. 

I Backpackers or any Sportsman . Comprehensive 

I 
Instruction book included . Send $12 .95 + $2 .00 for 
P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res . add 6% Sales Tax. 

I 0 PHLCORP. ::§: I 
• 5489 STATE RD., PARMA, OH 44134 t (216) 241-4404 I 

------------· JUNGLE EXPERT T-SHIRT, 3-color patch as issued in Pana
ma by Jungle Warfare School on Airborne Red T-shirt. $8.95 -
state size. OLD GOAT ENTERPRISES, PO Box81 , Ava, MO 
65608. (114-fldr) 

FEDERAL FIREARMS license kit $5 (refundable!) Applica
tions, instructions, wholesalers, supplies, gun laws. LONE'S, 
Box 998(FN), El Segundo, CA 90245. (113) 

SOG-CJA CARD. Famous "GET OUT OF JAIL FREE" Viet
nam spy ID. $3 (2 for $5) . LONE'S, Box 998(FJ), El Segundo, 
CA 90245. (113) 

ELECTROPLATING home shop manual for metallic and non
metallic plating. Illustrated, $7. LONE'S, Box 998(F), El Segun
do, CA 90245. (113) 

MAIL AND PRIVACY service, address, phone, code name, 
currency- confidential. THE GOOSE FARM, PO Box 1213, 
Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. (113) 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, lalest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or refund l $5. MONARCH, Box 65-FS, Golden, 
co 80402. (114) 

WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS - Self·Defense Against 
Aggression, by Lenox Cramer former "5th Special Forces 
Group (MAC-V SOG)" member. A startling blend of Oriental 
Martial Arts lhal defeats ar\y other type of hand-to-hand 
combat system knownl Intended for "Elite" U.S. 
Military/Intelligence charts. 60 Day Money Back Guarantee. 
$14.95 plus $1.50 P&H, Overseas $3, ALPHA Catalog $2. 
(Dealer inquiries invited.) ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 
92-WS, Sharon Center, OH 44274 USA. (117) 

"U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE" 
(FM 31-2 1 - Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7 .DO Postpaid 
Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash , Check or M .O. to: 

"KEN HALE" 
P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 

No personal checks, please. 

MONTANA-NORTHERN IDAHO LAND. 5-40 acres of 
beautiful productive land in the heart of the Northwest's 
unpolluted wilderness. Some parcels border over a million 
acres of national forest. Big timber, mountains, meadows, 
lakes and streams with trophy hunting and fish ing. Choose 
from rural convenience to mountain top isolation. All with 
good roads. Four season living at it's unequalled best. 
Timber and mineral rights, warranty deed, Insured title, easy 
owner terms. Free brochures, maps and photos. Videos 
available. TIMBERLAND WEST, PO Box 1088, Dept. S.F., 
Coeur D' Alene, ID 83814, (208) 664-3870. (113) 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book ol improvised weapons, 2 
giant volumes reduced to pocket size. $11 .95 ppd. 
GROUND ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (115) 

4 •... •.. . •· . ·· .. ·.• ... •··. 
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3 . . .. $2.00 

$6.00 

U.S. COLONIAL MARINES 
PATCHES FROM "ALIENS" 
Patches, insiania , hats, T-shirts 
and other items from Alien , Top 
Gun. Star Trek, Star Wars, 2010, 
Airwolf, Batt lestar Galactica, 
Outland and others! 

$4.00 

* * * * * * 
* * * * * * Intergalactic Trading Company 

P.O. Box 1516 * * * * * 
Longwood, FL 32750 

Send For Our FREE Catalog 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Large selection of uniforms, 
equipment & insignia. List $1 B.M.S. , Box 21606, Denver. 
co 80221. (113) 

TIGERSTRIPE CAMOUFLAGE BERETS, Worn by Elite 
Forces in Vietnam $18 with S.EAL. Crest $25. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221 . (113) 

FRENCH PARATROOPER MAROON BERETS, Current 
with metal crest, $23. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221 . (113) 

U.S.A. CAMOUFLAGE, Military issue uniforms. All have 
reinforced seat, knees & elbows. Woodland lightweight 
camo, desert camo, tigerstripe camo or urban camo also 
black & O.D. your choice $55 per suit. A.HA, Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (113) 
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BUSHPILOT WINGS 
$ 5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20.178 • Dallas, TX 75220 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES ON CASSETTES: ARMY, 
NA VY, STORMTROOPER, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 - $49.50. 
Send SASE for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Col
umbus, IN 47201. (114-lt) 

.50 - CAL. MACHINE GUN BEL TS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition . Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft long. 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. Dealers, gift shops, 
museums, fµnd raisers, warbird groups contact us for quantity 
prices. "JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183." (115) 

"THE JOY OF REVENGE," Miss Nasty's get even book, 
$4.95. MBC, Box 2264, Peoria, AZ 85345. (113) 

MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges. New updated catalog 
$1 ($2 foreign) . PAUL SINOR, PO Box 12230S, Arlington, VA 
22209. (117) 

IS IT TRUE you can buy jeeps for $44 through the US Govern
ment? Get the facts todayl CALL (1-312) 742-1142, Ext. 331-
A. (113) 

LEGIONNAIRES' BEST SELECTION of Foreign Legion items 
- badges, kepis, diplomas, uniforms, etc. $3 CASH brings 
Illustrated catalogue. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, Fresh
water, Isle of Wight ENGLAND. (114-1) 

FOREIGN LEGION 1956 'Lizard' pattern camouflaged Para 
suits, in new condition, as used by Legion Paras in Algeria. 
Payment Including freight, in Bankers draft, in Sterling. $140 
equals 93 pounds. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, Fresh
water, Isle of Wight, ENGLAND. (114-2) 

POLICE QUALITY martial art batons, knives and fighting 
machetes . Brochure $1. RONIN, Post Office Box 1952, 
Jamaica Plain , MA 02130. (114) 

SIGNATURE LOANS-by mail - $1,000 to $10,000. Also debt 
consolidations services - up to $10,000. No co-signers, no 
collateral. ;No credit checks, details: send SASE to: HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES. 1038 - 19th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 
MN 55414. (113) 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail
ings, and want your name on our sub
scriber list only, please write us, en
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to : 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK: 214 pages reduced to 
pocket size. Covers: Tactics, demolitions, air operations, 
weapons, first aid , communications, survival and more. A 
must for wilderness operations. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (113) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT GRADE off-frequency transmitter 
and three-channel receiver $900., extra transmitter $400. 
Steve Radio, PO Box 651708, Miami, FL 33165. (115) 

YELLOW RAINf Traditional Hmong story tapestries 
depicting genocide of Hmong tribesmen by communists 
using yellow rain. Meticulously embroidered by Hmongs in 
Thailand refugee camps. Send $29.95. GORDON, 925 
Lilac. Missoula, MT. (113) 

-KIM BERT AL-
The Most Sought a ft er Nam e In 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Ch ilmp .. s l r ed pups b r ed ro r 
s uper ior s ize, conrorm11t!on, 

impeccalJJ e dis posi t i o n . 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 

GUARANTEES 

--SHIPPING WORLDWIDE-- ,;&~l~lti\WJ~WfJ 
A m c rlc.1.n Ex press , -Vi sa ..... ~ 

and !\tas t e r Char~e 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc. direct from gov
ernment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext. A8182. (113) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG 11very two months - SO-page cata
log describes over 300 titles. Get the books you want on 
weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MOF, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(303) 443-7250. (118) 

FUN ITEMS, Jokes, Magic, Smokebombs. Hundreds to 
choose. Bring fun and laughter to gatherings. Catalog $1 . 
Abracadabra - C-438, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-0463. (11 4) 

"SHIT HAPPENS" BUMPERSTICKER. White on red. Please 
send $2 for one or $3 for two: ZULU, PO Box 15998, Panama 
City, FL 32406. (113) 

II I **-'~ lJ l ~ J ~¥11!"'~ 
Ml.LITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals , 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded ou or your family. Guaranteed! 

o FREE CATALOG ! o 

W!i!Re.IT~E T!i!!!10LD ... AYT';'.'"ivl'E6ilis~· BOX 16279 si=' 
FT HARRISON P.O. INOIANAPOLIS . IN 46216-9998 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (116) 

CARIBBEAN: LIVE, WORK, INVESTI Full details and sample 
report $5 U.S. (refundable) cash, check, m/o. Start packing! 
Caribbean Review, Dept. F, Suite 1001 , 105 Cherryhill, Lon
don, Ontario, Canada, N6H 2L7. (114) 

FREE CATALOG of tear gas, smoke generators, and related 
military - survival products. Natures Way, PO Box 962(F), 
Orlando, FL 32802-0962. (113) 

SOUTH AFRICAN ANTl·TERRORIST OPERATIONS 
MANUAL- The basic reference and training manual of South 
African military unils in South West Africa. Every aspect of 
operations .against rural terrorists employing unconventional 
tactics is covered. 81hx11, softcover, illus .. 248pp. Send $18 
ppd to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MPD, Boulder, CO 
80306. (113) 

RECONDO T·SHIRT Recondo patch in gold and black with 
Special Service Crossed Arrows replacing unit patch on Air
borne red T-shirt. $8.95. State size. OLD GOAT ENTER
PRISES, PO Box 81, Ava, MO 65608. (113) 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size , not miniatures. These made from originals. You r 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-Ila s, 
etc. in U.S. ' •• I 111 ' 

Postpaid. ( ent free with any order) . 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 Lid. Box 2063·F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

ATTENTION PICKUP TRUCK OWNERS! $700 per week 
possible from your own part·time business. Guaranteed! 
Write - Kingston Dept. 1 SH , Oskaloosa, KS. 66066-9028. 
(114) 

PRIVATE DETECTIVE TRAINING SEMINARS in Boston, 
MA. Train with professionals during two-day intensive 
investigative and security seminars. Continuing classes in 
undercover, surveillance, employment information, firearm 
training , books, equipment, etc. Send $5 (refundable) for 
information and reservation form. GLOBAL SEMINARS, 
Box 244, Charlestown, MA 021 29. (115) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, Foreign Legion F-1 
Suit in "LIZARD" camo pattern. $68 suit, matching F-1 cap 
$15. A.HA, Box 21606, Oenver. CO 80221 . (113) 

RUSSIAN ARMY & KGB CAMO SMOCKS, "RED DAWN" 
pattern with hood $52, paratrooper jumpsuit $88, sky blue 
beret with ORIGINAL insignia $32, paratrooper or KGB 
patch $5 ea. Lots of other items available. List 50¢ A.HA, 
Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221 . (113) 
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SURVIVALISTS 
For those wi!h 

the 

WILL TO SURVIVE 
Latest U.S. Army 

Issue. 

Features survival 
in: 

Deser1 
Artie 
Sub-arctic 
Tropic 
Sea 
... and more 

SS.00 prepaid 
we pay shipping 

more items a~ailable . . send $1 tor catalog 

C & T ENTERP RIS ES, INC. 
P.O. Box 18564 Tucson, AZ 85731 

DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fitteen 
space lines. $5. set. No extra charge for printing or 
shipping. Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville. TN 37214. (113) 

ELECTRONICS: Get the best prices on top-of-the-line 
electronic devices. Wireless microphones, telephone 
recording devices, 30-hour tape recorders, night vision, 
voice changers, and more! We have what you're looking 
tori Send $5. for new catalog. RH Industries. PO Box 
160224. Austin, TX 78746. (113) 

~ 
~ 

Sil! 1cu. in. 

Record lelephone conversa11ons in your off ice or 
home CDnnects between any casseue or !ape 
record er and your 1elephone !ine . Srarts auto· 
maticalJy when phone ts answered . Records bolh 
su:les ol conversation Srops recorder when 
pnone 1s hung up 

$19.95EACH Ory D>< ''"' 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many Imes more power1ul rrian other 1ransm111ers. 
Transm11s up lo v. mile to any FM rado ·E.asy 10 
Assemble Krt · up lo 9V oanery (nol 1ncl.) 

~ ~11 !1~e~:~~:; ~~~:_me~~~~~v~~e~ct~~~i~o~~d 
Call 305-nS-1000 or send $19 .95 • $1 .00 
shipping per item to : USI Corp., PO Box 

SF ·2052, M8'bourne, FL 32902 COO 's OK. 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd, Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog $5 (refundable). RELtCS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (114-lt) 

FREE GUNS AND AMMO from our Government. Get M1 
Garands and ammo (unlimited supply), for the taxes you pay 
they owe you this! Legal and guaranteed. Instructions $10 
CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYSTEMS, Box 4093SOF, 
Star City, WV 26504. (1 14-2) 

WE SELL UNIQUE PROFESSIONAL MANUALS. List $2. 
FREEDOM PRESS, Box 4093SOF, Star City, WV 26054. 
(114-lt) 

VIETNAM VETS AND COLLECTORS: Send 22-cent stamp 
for our catalog of 'Nam memorabilia, Chi-Com holsters. ARYN/ 
VC/NVA llags, music. propaganda, 60 different 'Nam T-shirts 
and much more to: BHP, Box 56, Dept. BLT, Fayetteville, AR 
72702. (113) 
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Black Falco~ 

ALL BLACK 
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 
• ESPECIALLY TAILORED 

FOR BIG-BORE 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
CONCEALMENT! 
• Th is Is The Original 
'DEUTSCH KOMMANDO' 
Flight Jacket - Fully 

Lined w/lnside Map 
Pocket 1 Zip Comp. On 

Sleeve, Double-Entry 
Front Pockets, Heavily

Padded Elbows AND YOU 
GET A FREE, BLACK GENUINE 

SWISS ARMY KNIFE W/LOCKBLADE. 
• Available In Even Sizes 38-52. 

"' ~ ~~~: ONLY $199.95 sni:~~~95~1ns . 
Free OELIYERV (Foreign - Add 20%) 

Knife The Toughest Jacket Around 

CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697-8900 

" SWAT SECRETS and unusual strategies" , $4 Allied , 
Drawer 5070FW, Phoenix, AZ. 85312. (113) 

200 + Military, Survival and weapons manual (best ones) list 
$2 (refundable)! Allied, Drawer 5070FT, Phoenix, AZ. 85312. 
(113) 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons. 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size . $11 .95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (1 14) 

MILITARY SURPLUS -Gas masks, filters , military clothing, 
equipment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed stamped 
39e envelope for catalog. J.R. Sales, Box 4253F, Lancaster, 
CA 93539-4253. ( 114) 

MACK BOLAN (EXECUTIONER) PRINTS Size 20"x24" , 
cover No. 97, "Meltdown". Printed directly from original Gil 
Cohen painting , without titles, signed by artist. Ask about 
availability of your favorite Mack Bolan or Phoenix Force cov
ers. Send check or m.o. for $50. ppd. to MACK BOLAN 
PRINTS, PO Box 1767, Doylestown, PA 18901. (113) 

A.JP-EM THE BIRD! M Had It w1l.h designer 

5CV50 conon-poty polo sl11rt ~~~-:~==~ed ~ 
l'.tlrte sky blue red navy (S,M UCL) 
$21 50 1nctuoessh1pping& 
handlrng ORDER NOW' Send checW 
money0<der FLIP·ITINC. P 0 Box 
7050!. Dept F Ft Lauderdale FL 
33307 (Allow 4.QweekS delM!r)I) 

OFFSHORE JOBS! $15,000/ 65/0001 Week on/week off! 
FREE INFORMATION! Offshore, Box 4478, Biloxi, MS 39531. 
(Enclose Stamp). (1 13) 

SMOKE PRODUCTS - Grenades, Pots, Bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send SASE and two 
stamps for details. Southwest Smoke Distributors, Box 5414-
SF, Phoenix, AZ. 85010. (116) 

WATER DOME PURIFICATION SYSTEM: Ensures pure 
drinkable water. Highest quality available. Home and field use. 
Information $1. Brugere Distributors, 11935 Lillian, Des Peres, 
MO 63131 . (114) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Detai ls. Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 
33622. (115) 

GOLD DOG TAGS 
Turn your treasured Dog 

~ • ./ Tags into a unique piece of 

tJ
~ fine jewelry. Finest quality 

24 karat electroplated for 
b. eautiful finish & durabil i
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 ea ., two for $34.95. 
Reproductions $24.95 ea .. 
plus $3 p&h. We are offer
ing a special price on a 
gold filled custom chain for 

only $23.95. Send tag(s) & check or money order to : 
Custom Electro Plaling, Dept F, P.O. Box 476, Horse 
Shoe, North Carolina 28742 . Call (704) 891-5019 for 
volume discount Write or call for Free Full Line 
Brochure. Our 10th Year. 

FREE CATALOG! DISCOUNT PRICES! MAE'S, Freeze 
Dried & Storage Foods. TOP BRANDS + VITAMINS. Survival 
Supply Co., Dept #5, 15010 Keswick Street, Van Nuys, CA 
91405. (818) 902-0386. (116) 

SCHOOL OF SURVIVAL BOOK SALE. Early date course 
manuals from 1981-1985 $8.95 delivered. For the best in
formation on our 1987 training programs order our current 
manual with indepth information on wilderness survival and 
disaster preparedness. $11.95 delivered. For brochure send 
SASE to: School of Survival, PO Box 90791 , Los Angeles, CA 
90009. (1 13) 

BUMPER STICKER - VIETNAM VETERAN AND DAMN 
PROUD OF IT$ 3/$4 6/$7. Special Sales, Box 741 , Rose
mount, IL 60018. (118) 

VIDEOS DISCOUNTED: Send $2 (refundable) new release 
updates. Examples: "Sergeant York" , "Patton", "Papillon", 
''War Games" $26 each. VIA VIDEO, PO Box 17, Woodlawn 
Station, Bronx, NY 10470. (113) 

RANDALL AND U.S. MILITARY KNIVES. Buy, sell or trade. 
$2 for current list. Refundable. Martin , Box 725062, Atlanta, 
GA 30339. (113) 

AMAZING POSTERS! Anatomy, WWII , Famous Headlines, 
Auto Buff, Many more! Low Prices, Free Catalog. Write! Liberty 
Poster, Dept 112, PO Box 268559, Chicago. IL 60626-8559. 
(113) 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS - SSF Airborne Jump
smocks, $94.95, Cdn Boonie hat $7.95, Cdn Army Arctic 
Sleeping Bags $64.95, OD Tanker coveralls $49.95. Flyer $1 . 
Free Beret with order. Easy USA delivery, F.S.E. , Box 22216, 
Barrie, Ontario, Canada, L4M5R3. (1 14) 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD training catalog and in
formation, $4 ($6 foreign). CSTC, 2020 North Broadway, Suite 
103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (115) 

OWN THE WORLD'S MOST LOYAL 
TRUSTED AND DEPENDABLE DOG 

THE GERMAN SHEPHERD 
~=""" 

SERVING MAN FOR OVER A CENTURY 
Favored by Military & Law Enforcement 

agencies around the world. 
I impc>rt these fine quality dogs directly 
from West Germany to you Untrained 

or trained to your specifications. 
PUPPIES AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND 

HEALTH & HIPS GUARANTEED. 
Rhine Land Shepherds 

461 East 24th St. Hialeali Fla 33013 
(305) 823-2040 24 hrs I Brochure $3 

Shipping Available World Wide 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instructions, "Guide", 
wholesalers, $4 (refundable). Allied , Drawer 5070FN, Glen
dale, AZ. 85312. (113) 

BIG MAPS of anyplace! 50,000 colorful topographies, charts. 
Catalog $3 (refundable) . Allied , Box 5070FD, Glendale, AZ. 
85312. (113) 

MORE VIETNAM MAPSI 15 map kit , $7.95. 1 :50,000 patrol 
"Quads" catalog , $1.95 (refundable). Agent Orange/Firebase 
map FREE for SASE. All above $8.95. Allied, Drawer 5070FV, 
Phoenrx, AZ. 85312. (113) 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
Whi te IOP Gold 1ns1gn1a and visor braid 

Leather chin strap State size wanted 58900 

Knight s C ro ss w1fh 11s 1 T' neck ribbon 
and oak leaf wtth sword s $ 21 00 

We pay pastage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
ca talog 53.00 !FREE with o rde r) 

••l .. A:i ·E: t•K•I•I•ISFJ,,[M 
Id ., Box 2063 -f, St . Louis. MO 63158 

OVER 264 INSTANT MAGIC TRICKS. This is a great book 
lor those who love magic. Hardcover and ful ly illustrated. 
Send $9.95 + $1 postage to: Anthony Vergaretti , 45 
Broadway, Apt. 21, Bayonne. NJ 07002. (113) 

HOW TO BUILD GUN CABINETS. By master 
woodcraftsman. This book is a must for the 
do-it-yourself-type person. Send $10.95 + $1 postage to : 
Anthony Vergaretti , 45 Broadway, Apt. 21, Bayonne, NJ 
07002. (113) 

COMBAT TOUGH I Survive the streets, guaranteed, totally 
practical self-defense, new books reveal secrets, tell how, 
free details. LIBRA, 486(SF) Molima, San Francisco, CA 
94127. (113) 

CPAS, with Miiitary Insignias of ELITE FIGHTING 
FORCES. Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D 
PRODUCTS, Box 286-S017, Belair, MD 21014. (113) 

ARREST Vlolatorsl·• mi .. ,.._. ___ ._ 
TRAJN ~· -~~·, 
FAST~ 
AT • ..-::' 
HOME 

' "';" ... ' • Your spirit of adventure, danger , and 
~ :.. ~~- .. ~elf reliance can lea? you to an excit· 
.. "l .'I mg career opportunity. Solve myster-us'T"¥: .JlilV, ies, .bring cri minals to justice, protect 
SEC 1~· the innocent. Experts· guide you every 

RET step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa-
llmlll11te1 E11u1,m1..c , ,. · h d. h d · 
Cri•l•lor, 1111. '"'"· ~ions, Wit Stan mg ar ships, 
r::klu tltpM111, L11 make on the spot decisions. 

lttra. Locip lU G111t1. Learn the latest investiga-
llltt-Ptool Ylltl . l1tlrll"td . •1.-e ko,.1. R1p,1111 111 u ve techni.ques using special 
~-.:ri:i~~-,.,u• YCll. law enforce~ent equipment 

. . . the same equi pment 
used by the FBl 1 the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

A pprovtd by Calif. D<pl. of Public lnJtnu:t. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training , 
I DEPT. SF603, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 

Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman will call. I 
I N1m1 Av•-1 
I Mdr111 I 
l~~lll_!!! ______ _____ ;.m 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

M-65 FIELD JACKET $39.95. Sizes XS·XLG. M-65 liner 
$14.95. Catalog $2. Free with order. Michigan residents add 
4% tax. Shipping $4. Bullseye Surplus, Dept. 113-S, 3645 28th 
St. S.E., Grand Rapids, Ml 49506. (113) 

REMEMBER PEARL HA'RBORI Show your feelings. "Re
member Pearl Harbor" T-shirts. Specify size. $8.95 ppd. F. 
Sullivan, PO Box 6743, Ventura, CA 93006. (113) 

FINE, ORIGINAL U.S. MILIT ARIA. Civil War to Vietnam items 
for sale. Send $3 for 50 plus page catalog. (Refundable) We 
have some ORIGINAL V.N. era 1st cav patches at$2.50 each. 
CASCADE GENERAL STORE, 524 East Main, Medford, OR 
97504. (503) 776-7445. (113) 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
See military history os it happened! World 

· War I through the Falkla nds ca mpaign. The 
other side of World Wa r II: original Germa n 
combat newsreels and features of the great 

battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
cod contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. BetoNHS, olw PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 

MACHINE GUN NEWS a source for news, tech tips and 
classified ads is now available by yearly subscription costing 
$29.95. Subscribe before May 31 and receive a free classified 
ad. Machine Gun News, 4014 Central Avenue, Hot Springs, 
AR 71913. (501) 321-1429. (113) 

THE CHEETAH CLIP, UNIQUE FOLDING KNIFE SHEATH. 
One hand pull for 311.!" "standard hunter" folders (Schrade, 
Buck, etc.). Custom bids. Information: CCD Inc., PO Box 
21650, Carson City, NV 89701. (115) 

BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
80%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. (116) 

EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES. Like James Bonds. Cata
log, $2. Box 51272, Palo Alto, CA 94303-C. (116) 

SOUTH AFRICAN BATTLE JACKETS. Six pockets. Accepts 
FN or Gali! mags. Four grenades. Send $65 to R. Doveton, PO 
Box 2147, Clareinch, 7740, Capetown, R.S.A. (113) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Vietnam 

Large Catalog, .$1 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF •Naples, FL 33939-3133 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, 
T-shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! 
Free brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 
301 , 6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (113) 

RANGER JOE'S INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY
serving the military and civilians since 1963, with the finest 
in genuine military supplies, survival gear and military 
insignia. Send $2 for catalog (refundable). PO Box 2568, 
Columbus, GA 31902. (113) 

TEXAS HOME STYLE BAR·B·Q SAUCE. Recipe handed 
down three generations. Easy and delicious. Send SASE 
plus $1. to Route 2, Box 274, Taylor, TX 76574. (113) 

HIDE TANNING MADE EASY. Complete easy-to-follow 
instructions. Send SASE plus $2. to Route 2, Box 274, 
Taylor, TX 76574. (113) 

CONFIDENTIAL CUSTOM PROCESSING - 35mm, 120 
size color and b/w films processed. Quality, confidentiality, 
assured. Info & ppd mailers. CCP, PO Box 7688, Mobile, 
AL 36607. (113) 

INSTINCT COMBAT SHOOTING 
Defensive handgunning for Police. First 
time offered to the public. Previously only 
published in Police Journals. Now in book 
form . Written by Police Firearms instruc
tor. $5.95 PPD. 

C.H. Klein, Patriot, IN 47038 
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STEAL TH/PC security software lets you communicate by 
modem, mail, phone or radio in complete secrecy. Disk 
encryption, code books and one-time-pads too. Professional 
strength for absolute privacy! Uses IBM-PC or compatible. 
Send $49 to: IPS Inc., Ten Plaza Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11238. (113) 

CIA MAPS of the following countries: Afghanistan, 
Cambodia, China, Lebanon, Middle East, Peru, Poland, 
Russia, $5 each to: Michael Brewer, PO Box 391, 
Delaware, Ohio 43015. (11 3) 

MAIL RECEIVtNG/FORWARDING/REMAILING. Private 
mailboxes with street address. Business cards. SASE: 
MAILROOM, 5211 W. Market Street, Greensboro, NC 
27409. (919) 855-5458. (113) 

BUTTERFLY-STILETTO . .. 911.!" folding Balisong. Finest 
stainless steel blade; balanced handles; fast opening 
adventurers' survival knife. $8. 75, catalog 25 cents. LEN 
COMPANY, Box FD101 , Brooklyn, ~y 11214. (113) 

REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
• PARA • AM • CAMEAONS 
• ASDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 
P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF87-C, Honolu
lu, HI 96806. (122-KEY) 

INTERESTING ITEMS for survivalists, adventurers, military, 
security and Law Enforcement personnel. Free catalog. 
FOOTHILLS FASTPRINT, Box SF, Townville, SC 29689. 
(113) 

8" 
440 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length. 
All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 

Offering 
My Hollow Handle 

Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$225°0 

'\>KNIVES 

;{ . ~ 
CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES 

by Robert Parish 
1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville. NC 28739 

Phone (704) 692·3466 
" Send $2.00 for complete catalog." 

PRIVATE U.S. remall service. Letters are POSTMARKED 
HAWAII for $1 each. Packages are $10 per pound. ALOHA 
GOLD II, Suite #655, 843 Wainee F2, Lahaina, HI 96761. 
(115) 

ADVENTURE SEEKERS - Survival courses - led by 
Machete Bill - one of the West's top instructors! Explorers 
International, 580 Churchill, Fallon, NV 89406. (114) 

FREE CATALOG! ARMY NAVY SURPLUS, collectible 
regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (4) - 22¢ stamps 
postage: Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin No.430, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. (115) 

VIETNAM TOMAHAWKS, Same as issued, new condition, 
limited quantities. $55 ppd. see Nov. 85 S.0 .F. Adams, Box 
28, Whitehouse Sta, NJ 08889. (114) 

THROWING KNIVES, handmade, combat, hunting, 
professional, also ninja gear and custom work. Brochure $1. 
Adams, Box 28, Whitehouse Sta., NJ 08889. (114) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ •:n 40.000 rn:11s 
Hats·Badges·Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Oflicer's Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 

~~~t~.~~~~hg~~ ~ii~~rSt~~!"si~~8£ 
M, or Lg ............................... $58.00 

~fty paiY1u~rr~\~~e . g~~,;~4 fi8~ 
(FREE with order). 

W.W. #2 ltd., 8ox206J.T,St.Louis,M063158 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER: over 425 action titles! Many hard
to-find books. One of the largest selections found anywhere! 
Most everything our competitors sell plus much, much more! 
Catalog of eye-opening rare titles $2. ALPHA PUBLICA
TIONS, PO Box 92-SF, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (11 8) 

MfCROTRON Technical Surveillance Equipment. CRYSTAL 
TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS, RECORDERS, NIGHTVIEW
ERS and COUNTERMEASURES. Restricted Law Enforce
ment Catalogue, $25 (refundable) . Surveillance device 
schematics portfolio, $50. Surveillance tactics manual $25. 
General catalogue, $2. Send orders: MICROTRON, 42 - 30th 
Street, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD card
holders call: (304) 233-8007. ( 117) 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Print 
Stunning 16" x 20" 
color. glossy. print. 
Royal ties go to Viet 
nam Veterans Memo
rial Fund. Fact shee1 
and autographed poem 
.. Cold. Stone M an." as 
pub. in The Washing
ton Post & The Woun
ded Generat ion. incl. 
$12 ea. or 2 orders $20. 

Memorial Print 
Dept. F 

P.O. Box 3412 
Frederick, MD 21701 

THE IMF WANTS VOUJll International Mere Forces offers 
you a chance to become a lifetime ASSOCIATE MEMBER 
- We do not solicite for meres, only our Buyers Discount 
Assn. discounts on special survival products and equipment 
PLUS receive the elegant IMF pin, wall plaque, and 
periodical mailings. SEND $20 to: INT'L MERC FORCES, 
2973 HARBOR BLVD. STE 300, COSTA MESA, CA 92626. 
(113) 

MILITARY RADIOS: Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
("PSID") TRC·3: $42.50 single transmitter, $147.50/set of 
four, mint condition. CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair, PRC-510 
Backpack Radio (Canadian version of PRC-10), transmits, 
receives 38·55 MHz FM continuous tuning, with battery box, 
antenna: $34.50 apiece, $67.50/pair. Mint PRC-9 Backpack 
radio: $47.50 apiece, $67.50 with good condition battery 
box, antenna. Mint R-108 Vehicle/Field Receiver, 20-28 
MHz FM: $27.50. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add 
$4.50/piece shipping. Baytronics, Dept. SOF, Box 591, 
Sandusky OH 44870. (113) 

BOUNTY HUNTINGll EXCITING! PROFITIBLE! Be a part 
of the criminal justice system! Prepared by professional 
bondsmen. $10. APPREHENSION, INC., PO BOX 5222, 
NO. LITTLE ROCK, AR 72119. (116) 

NEED FOREIGN PASSPORT??? Complete info on getting 
passports and/or travel documents from a total of 9 
Western Countries! Send $19.95 plus $2.25 for postlhdlg to: 
0.A.V., INC., PO Box 3036, Gainesville, GA 30503. Money 
Order or Check Only. (1 18) 

TV PRODUCER SEEKS film or videotape of mercenaries, 
third-world rebels (left or right) or outlawed political' 
movements for cable TV program. For more info, contact S. 
Dreher, PO Box 1329, New York, NY 10276. (114) 

GET M.A.D. (Mirror Aiming Device) Reminds the driver 
behind you to dim his lights. Works like a gunsight for your 
rear view mirror. Guaranteed. $12.95 ppd. Action Auto, Box 
608, Laplace, LA 70069. (116) 

MILITANT CHRISTIANITY -Salvation for the freedom 
fighters, liberation from dictatorship, hope for the enslaved, 
free info, Box 551 , Williams, AZ. 86046. (113) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) - Largest selection of new smoke products. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, 
fire drills, war games. Send $2 (refundable with order) for 
catalogue of these and more. Signus, Box 33712-WE, 
Phoenix, AZ. 85067. (113) 

~ ~f9s~!~1s ~~~b~~a~~ 
~ '--" • accepts prescription lenses 

- Frame only: 

v~· • $24~~ 
CA only: I ·800-847 -4663 
USA: 1-800-634-2255 

Frame with 
prescription lenses 

$54~~ 
1710 S. Hillside 

Wichila. KS 67211 

ENGINE OVERHAUL KITS: Clevite .77 rod and main bear
ings, piston rings, gaskets. 283-350 Chevy only $59.95. 
Others/quote. Wholesale catalog $2. ENGINE SERVICE 
GROUP, Dept. SOF, Box 13053, Lansing, Ml 48901. WE SHIP 
COD. CALL (517) 322-0263. (116) 

KALI, ESKRIMA, ARNIS VIDEOTAPES. Part 1-Doce Pares 
System (60 minutes), $69 by Master Dionisio Canete. Tapes 
by Greg Alland: Solo Baston $59, Double Baston $59, Butterfly 
Balison $49. Sticks: Bahi lronreed $69/pair, Camagong (Iron
wood) $49/pair. Amis Today Newsletter $10. Send checks to: 
ARNIS INC., PO Box 2632, NYC, NY 10009. (212) 420-0953. 
(113) 

********************** 
: MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip· : 
it menl. Concrete mikes . telephone and pen bugs. • 
it ,.;....._ and more. Send $2 .00 to MICROCOM * ~k ilo,'!I..''• TECH CORP. for catalog . Refundable : 
it Iii' \ with purchase. Unbeatable prices . • 

it "' . MICROCOM TECH CORP. F • * v2 Mile Range P.O. Box 347341 • Cleveland. OH 44134ie 

********************** 
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~ 
SUPPORT 

SOF 
ADVERTISERS 

• NINJll 
UNIFORM 

50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/ L/XL 

U-26B in Black $30.00 
U-26W in White $35.00 
U-26C Woodland Camo $35.00 

Include $1 .00 for Catalog_ and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 445 Dept. SOF 

Island Lake, IL 60042 

8 i 5/ 4 55-3403 Dealer prices available 

,. 

AUTHENTIC TIGERSTRIPE FATIGUES, Thai pattern as 
worn by Elite Forces in Vietnam and used in "THE GREEN 
BERETS" movie $68/suit, matching short brim boonie hats 
$15. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . MASTERCARD & 
VISA ACCEPTED! (11 3) 

COMBAT TOUGHI Survive the streets, guaranteed, totally 
practical sell-defense. New books reveal secrets, tell how. 
Free details. LIBRA, 486(SF) Molima, San Francisco, CA 
94127. (113) 

MARTIAL ARTS- Certificates, cards. Your name, rank, belt. 
Free brochure. KENWOOD, Dept. S., PO Box 66, Long Green, 
MD 21092. (114) 

EMBLEMS, SHIRTS, JACKETS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, 
any quantity. SOLDIER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, 
1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317) 257-
1424. (117-lt) 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

lllLY $995 
POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear ( 
gas or blcmk <nnmo. \ 

fed. Rapid firing. wi th in- • \ 
Solid metal. 6 sho !~ clip l · ;\ 
structions. ·~ · 
For self-p ro tection, theatre , doq . , ; I 
traini ng, sport s. P urchaser must · · ·' 
b e over 2 1. Mone y back guarant ee. 1~e:t11~,';~1

10 

WESTBURY SALES CO. C•"'~"''· 
P.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-3-SF, Westbury, New Yori< 11590 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY EXCITEMENT. 
Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, PO Box 20403-S, 
Seattle, WA 98102. (1 15) 

STUN GUN 45,000 VOL TS, with belt clip $45. GUARAN
TEED! L.E.S. INC., POB 2165, Key Largo, FL 33037. (116) 

RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate delivery. 
No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 200 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $3 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $4. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. (805) 688-3612. (117-lt) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1987 catalog of 
camouflage uniforms and equipment from around the world. 
List 50 cents. l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (113) 
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tween 50 and 100 percent annually , 
labor is demanding wage hikes , unem
ployment and underemployment in 
Lima are estimated at 50 percent of the 
working force and per capita income in 
1985 was at a level equal to that of 1965. 
The declining standard of Jiving and the 
Jack of hope for anything better provides 
a fertile breeding ground for anarchy, 
terrorism and violent change, and adds 
to the headaches of a government facing 
a growing insurrection. 

The only alternative for many desper
ate campesinos is to become a part of the 
cocaine trade. Though not a guarantee of 
great wealth for everyone involved, it is 
a source of quick, hard cash for those 
engaged in the cultivation, processing or 
transportation of this "white gold." 

Cultivation of the coca leaf has always 
been legal in Peru because cocaine has 
been a part of Peruvian culture for cen
turies. The highland Indians chew on the 
coca leaf to quell their hunger pains and 
brew it into the pleasant mate de coca tea 
as a remedy for upset stomach and alti
tude sickness. Indeed, there is a con
siderable legal market for extracts of the 
coca leaf, including the original recipe 
for Coca Cola and a wide variety of 
pharmaceutical products. Therefore, the 
cocaine processing laboratories buried 
deep in the jungles on the eastern side of 
the Andes mountains have become one 

of Peru's few growth industries. 
As the international market for co

caine has increased over the past ten 
years, unskilled laborers have left the 
economically stagnant vi llages and 
towns to ~eek work in the cocaine labo
ratories, i here they earn substantially 
more than an ordinary farm or factory 
worker. Many observers have concluded 
that the government has refused to 
mount an energetic anti-cocaine cam
paign because this readily available 
source of income for Peruvians serves as 
a safety valve that prevents mass 
uprisings. 

In the long run, however, failure to 
crack down on the cocaine trade will 
only further weaken the government. 
Because black market economies cannot 
be taxed, the government does not bene
fit from the cash generated by unreg
ulated industries. More importantly, as 
illegal drug trafficking increases, a com
plex subculture evolves over time, one 
which operates independently of the 
government and legal system and, there
fore, undercuts the authority of officially 
sanctioned institutions. 

The existence of anarchistic groups 
like the Sendero Luminoso in Peru is a 
sure sign that such a schism between 
public and private authority is in the 
making. Until trust in the government 's 
ability to maintain order is established, 
that schism will continue to grow. ~ 

UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 
* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 
* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 

G.I. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 
OD,CAMO,BLUE.BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 
S-XL 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO S-XL 

$ 45.00 

45.00 

85.00 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/O SLEEVES) 36.00 
OD,BLUE,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 22.00 

T·SHIRT SIS CAMO 2/10.00 
S-XL 

G.I. WOODLAND BOU SHIRT 25.00 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

G.I. WOODLAND BOU PANTS 25.00 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 45.00 

G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 15.00 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 15.00 

T·SHIRT 

BOMBER JACKET 

M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTABLE HAT 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

2/9.00 

20.00 

35.00 

5.00 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 

G.I M·65 FIELD JACKET 
0 0 ,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. LINER FOR M-65 
XS-XL 

G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO XS·XL 

G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 
STATE CHEST SIZE 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

G.I. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 
6'l'a . 73/4 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS·XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS·XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 

03A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M-L 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 
COVER - OD.BLACK or CAMO 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 

$ 52.00 

15.75 

120.00 

40.00 

85.00 

10.00 

25.00 

25.00 

47.00 

3/10.00 

14.50 

5.00 

FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 
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•20th CENTURY BOUNTY HUNT
ING - With an increasing number of 
criminals jumping bail, the bounty 
hunting business is booming. SOF 
shows you how to get your foot in the 
door - what skills you need to be a 
modern-day manhunter, how to lo
cate lucrative reward opportunities 
and an exclusive interview with Bob 
Burton, one of the top professionals 
in the field. 

•SOUTH-WEST AFRICA'S CROW
BAR DIVISION - The Koevoet Divi
sion, better known as the South
west Africa Police Counterinsurgen
cy Division, accounted for a third of 
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the nearly 10,000 losses inflicted on 
SWAPO terrorists. SOF beats the 
bush with a hunter-killer team from 
this elite unit. 

• RAID IN AFGHANISTAN - Bul
lets fly when SOF correspondent 
Mike Winchester and the mujahideen 
show Ivan that "war really is hell!" 
Accompany Mike and the holy war
riors as they infiltrate a Soviet Secret 
Police HQ and tangle with Russian 
AFVs. 

• BENELLl'S NEW SUPER 90 -
An improved version of Benelli's 
already classic 121-M1 combat 

shotgun? German-based Heckler & 
Koch teams up with Benelli to pro
duce what could be the finest com
bat shotgun in the world. Find out 
the result of SOF's comprehensive 
test and evaluation next month. 

• SOF - We ' re dedicated to 
staying on the cutt ing edge of 
events , units and equipme nt 
around the world. Soldier of For
tune brings you information no 
other source can . Intelligence 
agencies around the globe tune in 
each month and so should you . 
Watch for our April '87 issue, on 
sale 10 March. ~ 
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HEADWEAR 
D Jungle Hats· US Military Issue· 

These "Boonie Hats " 
are tho real thing!! 
Choose between : 

• Chin Strap 

8tn~1~i~:~~n~ era lle.rn ca mo~llage GI ripstop 100 " c~1~.81YJidc ~. 
D Woodland Pattern camo, army's latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 
nylon Genuine GI ........................... S12.25/each. 
O Desert camouflage ; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces . 50% colton/50% nylon ; Genuine GI . ..... S14.00/each . 
D Olive Drab (DD) Green ; t00% cotton GI ripstop as used in early 
Vietnam. Genuine GI .... . ................ . S12 .25/each. 
:J Khaki ltanl -100 collon 11pstop 1rnade to 1111l1 1a1 y specs1 .. . S12 .25/each . 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at S7 .00/each. Select : D Wood land Camouflage Pallern 
Specify size: S(7); M(7 '1•); D Ti9er Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
L (7111); XL (7314). 8 ~:~vcek Drab Green (DD) ./ 

D US Navy Style Commander's 

Egg ' Visor- .• 
This cap features a mesh back 
and tully adjustable headband 
to f1 I all heads comlortably. 'l 

7 

These lighl-weight t00% cot
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
10 the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises . " Bunde
swehr" (the name of lhe West 
German Army) is proudly em· 
broidered above their crest on the 
Iron I of lhe shirt . This comfor
table . cool. European 1ank top is 
slylish . avant-garde. and pertecl 
to wear while working oul or re
laxing in the summer sun . Brand 
new. 
Sizes : XS, S, M. L. XL 
Choose: Whtte. or Black 
shirt . .111.95/ each: 

2 for 123.00. 

Cap with'Scramble./i 

Choose: Navy Blue or ~ ·r..:.~_.,.."7'1 
Black ...... $5 .75/each . ~ 

0 GI USMC Fatigue Hat-

D Camouflage T-Shirts · 
50% conon/50% polyester. Choose from: 

D Wo od land Crew (Round) Neck / , 
D Tiger Slri p~ Crew (Round) Neck f : 
D Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck'<!' ~· .,_,,1 ... --: 

OJogging Shorts -
50% conon / 50% polyesler 
Sizes are from S to XL. 
Tell us your waist size 
when ordering . . ... S6.50/each. 
_J Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
:-! Desert Camouflage Panern 
'l Olive Orab (00) Green 

0 Hot Weather, 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue to all US services 
for hot wealher use. Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants . . SJ0.00/ each: S59.00/ sel. 

0 Day Desert Pattern Camoutlage - 50% conon/ 50% nylon. Latest 
t:<o;"""-4'ci issue to Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force. Brand New. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants ..... .. ...... S32.00 / each: S63.00/ sel. 

O Olive Orab (00) Green - t00% canon . ripstop; as used in early Viet
nam. Currer.t GI manufacture. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants .............. SJ0.00/each; S59 .00/ set. 

O Solid Black - a favori le of SWAT teams . these fatigues were manufac
lured in lhe US by a governmenl contractor 10 military specs. 50% cot· 
lon/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . $32.00/ each; S63.00/ se l. 

0 Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commerc~I Manufacture - lhese 
are made by a US Governmenl contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe panern is true . Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . ... S32.00 /each; S63.00/ sel. 

0 Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% conon/ 50% polyesler. made to 
gov 't specs . the pattern is identical to the GI woodland bul lhe colors are 
black . grays and white. Regular lenglhs only. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . . . . . . . . ..... $32.00 /each; S63.00/ set. 

SHIPPING 
Please include appropriate sh1pp1ng costs from chart below with each 
order Amounts shown include costs of postage. packaging. insurance 
and handling.· 

Orders up to $10 .00 

BINOCULARS 

~ 
CALL FOR 

DISCOUNT PRICES 

KAUFMAN'S EXCLUSIVE 
D Elite Commando.T-Shirts- ~;~ 

~~ 
REC ON 

2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman 's Exclusive: 
O Special Forces-grey shirt . (50% collon/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 
O Airborne/Ranger- bfack shirt (100% cation) red and white design. 
O Marine Recon-red shirt (100% colton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M.L.XL) S7 .95/each 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W .42ND ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 

Orders from $10 .01 to 20.00 
Orders from S20.0t lo 35.00 
Orders frorn S35 .01 10 50.00 
Orders from S50 .0t to 70.00 
Orders from $70 .01 to 90.00 
Orders over $90.00 

$3 00 
3.75 
4 50 
5.25 
6.25 
7.25 
8.00 

~i ~\11~)1111\r,~-. 
.~ 1\TES'J11Nc (~ 

l}~ ARMY & NAVY GOODS 
tA._ We're America's Army and Navy Store! ! 

)-.{ ORDER TOLL FREE- 1-800-545·0933 
(505) 293-2300 

Canadian Orders·Send Double Amoun1 Indicated. 

Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage 

Depl A-305 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque. NM 87112 

Expandable camouflage mesh fils comfonably on any size head 
summer. warm in winier. 1his revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (bul will nOI unravel) to lorm eye·holes for the comfort ol eyeglass 
wearers 
Choose: Woodland Camouflage. Desert Camouflage or 
Solid Black . S5.75/ each: 2 for SI f .25 
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This selec ive-fire SOB-MACHINEGON is available 
1-i- I /.'2.2>4DIA. 

_UNREST ICTED ·llilfo-ll>~quals and de~rs. . 

For more inf rmation and a ~e-e '6ffic:tmlre, please call or Write,r,o D1A. 
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